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BIOGEA project

BIOGEA is funded through the 2015-16 BiodivERsA Co-fund Call for research proposals, with the national funders German Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research, Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness, Bulgarian National Science Fund.

Partners: adelphi (coordinator), Institut für Agraökologie und Biodiversität
(IFAB), National Museum of Natural Sciences (CSIC), Universidad de 
Extremadura (UNEX), University of National and World Economy (UNWE)

Duration: December 2016 - November 2019

Contact: Katrina Marsden, biogea@adelphi.de

Website: www.biogea-project.eu

mailto:marsden@adelphi.de
http://www.biogea-project.eu/


Project aims

2014-2020

Greening

GBI ≈ Landscape elements that provide
ecosystem services (+connection between

these)

2021-2027

Conditionality

+

Eco-scheme

CAP Measures

Farmland biodiversity (birds, plants)
Tools /

Guidance
Indicators for GBI 

Policy recommendations

Stakeholder 
engagement through 

Participatory 
Research and 
Development 

Network



Consult:  Interviews with 
stakeholders and officials

Focus groups with 
stakeholders (agriculture and 

environment separately)

Consult:  Interviews with 
stakeholders and farmers

Consult: round table with 
looking at results field work

Involve: round table with 
looking at results of 

interviews

Consult: workshops on 
policy recommendations 

Inform: policy briefings and 
papers

Inform: scientific papers and 
conferences

Collaborate: joint 
development of tools

Inform: access to tools and 
guidance



Period of interviews

May – August 2018
Plovdiv-Pazardjik

Arable, pasture, permanent 
crops, forests

Western Stara Planina

Extensive pasture, forests, small 
patches arable

Albstadt

Extensive mixed pasture and arable 

farming 

Intensification and abandonment 

Tauberbischofsheim

Fairly intensive arable land 

management

Castilla-La Mancha

Dry cereal croplands, 

extensive 

Extremadura

Iberian Dehesas: extensive 

wood pasture

Interviews in the case study areas



Stakeholders have a good understanding of farmers motivations 
and the options farmers choose (main factor: ease of 
implementing, least important: environmental impacts)

Bureaucratic difficulties perhaps overestimated 



10% 

87% 

3% 
9 %

88 %

3 %

Little feeling of connection with policy making



34%

66% 57 %

43 %

Lack of advice provision in some locations

Main source of advice: agricultural office



Some first conclusions – to be
further tested

Broad choice 
of greening 
measures to 

MS
Broad choice 
of greening 
measures to 

farmers

Communication 
on measure 

reasoning poor

Monitoring of 
environmental 
impacts lacking

Advice mainly one 
source with 

“conventional” 
focus

Little 
connection 

with the policy 
making process

EU decisions

National translation

Local implementation

Incentives to 
work together 
not included

Environmental 
considerations not 

part of farmer 
choices

No collaboration in 
implementation – GBI 

not linked
Least 

environmentally 
valuable options 

chosen

Linkages with 
other 

environmental 
requirements not 

made

No targeting 
according to existing 
landscape structures

Results



Testing results: local roundtables

2 in Bulgaria, 1 in Germany, 1 in Spain

Around 15-20 participants each

→ introducing the results of the policy fieldwork 
and biological monitoring to the stakeholders

→ Discussing the results, validate /interprete

→ Gather and discuss options for green
infrastructure, biodiversity and agriculture in 
the given area

→ Present next steps of biogea and involvement of
stakeholders and farmers

A second round table planned early this year. 



Thanks you for listening!


