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• We have signed up to the SDGs: this requires serious action

• Can the EU de-Carbonize by 2030, or 2050? 



The Primary Sector must become more resource-efficient, protecting, not wasting, 
re-using and enabling ecosystem resilience

More options will develop for secondary and tertiary sectors via digitisation, 
enhanced communications, circular economy initiatives, re-orientation to services

Multi-functionality of rural space will increase to meet multiple demands - food, 
energy, water management, therapy, leisure…

Rural communities will need resilience to cope with future shocks and uncertainties, 
from global markets / trends and climate change

➢The nature and patterns of rural employment will change



Issue Description

Low 

population 

density

limited markets for produce and limited 

employment opportunities  

Some services may not locate in rural 

areas due to lack of a market

Remoteness Increased transport costs for inputs, 

and for outputs going to markets 

Poor 

infrastructure

Transport communications and 

broadband access are limited

Relatively 

dependent on 

primary sector

Although farming, forestry and fishing 

do not dominate, they remain more 

significant in employment and creation 

of demand for support services

Limited ability 

of labour to 

respond

Lack of skills and education 

opportunities constrain the workforce 

when the job market changes

Adverse 

demographics

Ageing structure of the population, and 

out migration of young people reduce 

availability of those of working age and 

demand for services

Opportunity?

Online, niche or export markets

Remoteness as an asset?

Professional services, innovation, 

tranquillity

New low-cost connections, shared 

systems

A resource for new product and market 

ideas, reapplying core skills/ know-how 

in new ways

Work on adaptability, build social 

networks

Are older people provided for? Have 

they valuable knowledge? Build cross-

community links and actions
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➢ WHAT policy measures, and WHICH delivery options?
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EU H2020 initiatives

• Skills agenda
• Platform against poverty and social exclusion
• Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI) 

programme
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Welsh government launches its own 
Digital Currency,  the Celyn

Every country now is thinking of a national

digital currency. The latest addition to the

list is the government of Wales. The

currency termed the Celyn will coexist with

the Pound sterling. The Welsh government

wants to create an ecosystem for

enterprises and firms. As of now, the

currency will be available only for small-

size enterprises.






