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Climate Smart Agriculture and FAO: from a global definition to a local 
approach

• CSA is an approach to transform and reorient agricultural systems to support development and ensure food security in a 
changing climate.

• CSA aims to tackle three main objectives: 1) sustainably increasing agricultural productivity and incomes; 2) adapting and 
building resilience to climate change; and 3) reducing and/or removing greenhouse gas emissions, where possible.

• CSA is location specific: it emphasizes the capacity to implement flexible, context-specific solutions, supported by innovative 
policy and financing actions;

• EPIC/FAO  and CSA: 1) focus on developing countries and on affordable practices; 2) builds evidence with national surveys 
data.



Technologies supporting climate change mitigation and adaptation: 
the diversification example

Who benefits from diversification? How to diversify with a climate smart approach?



Other examples: Solar Powered Water Lifting For Irrigation

• Solar Power Irrigation (SPI)

• Farmers and government  advantages: 

• reduction of manual work and maintenance costs; 

• enhancing crop resilience and food security;

• reduce subsidies for energy; 

• reduce emission and fuel imports.

• Affordability and efficiency? 
Source: FAO (2017)



Consumers roles for Climate Smart Diversification

• In SSA food demand is increasingly satisfied by the internal and local markets but consumers remain budget-
constrained;

• External consumers have few influence on Sub-Saharan Africa producers;

• An example of consumers’ driven diversification:

• Zambia Breweries Plc (ZB) commissioned 4,000 small-scale farmers engaged to grow cassava and sorghum 
in Luapula Province, Siavonga, Itezhi tezhi and along the Zambezi Valley.

• ZB  is also collaborating with the Zambia Agriculture Research Institute to develop new varieties for 
cassava.


