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What I will cover

• Brief introduction to experiences of rural proofing
– Canada, England, Northern Ireland, Finland, Sweden, 

New Zealand (and Ireland and Scotland)
• Key differences and similarities between countries
• Key learning for EU countries
• Concluding comments 



33

What is rural proofing?

• Rural proofing requires policy-makers to ‘think 
rural’ when designing policy interventions 

• But its not just about thinking rural, they need to 
think rural and then act to adjust the policy to 
prevent negative outcomes for rural areas and 
communities

• But what does this mean in reality? 
– “Rural proofing aims to understand the impacts of government policy intervention and to ensure 

fair and equitable policy outcomes for rural areas. Rural proofing is about finding the best ways to 
deliver policies in rural areas. This could mean that implementation might need to be designed and 
delivered differently compared to urban areas. It is possible to overcome undesirable policy 
impacts in rural areas by designing and delivering proportionate solutions.” (Defra 2017)
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Canada

Rural Lens Considerations
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New Zealand
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Ireland and Scotland 
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Key differences and similarities 
between countries 
1. Legislative requirement or voluntary
2. Differing institutional set-ups and roles
3. Guidance, checklists, engagement and reporting
4. Varying rural populations, commitments and 

power 
5. National, regional and local rural proofing
6. Rural proofing, mainstreaming, place-based policy 

and ‘place’ proofing
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Key learning for EU countries (1)

• A legislative requirement?
• Making the process more ‘positive’
• Clarity over purpose and outcomes

– Aiming for separate rural policies/programmes and/or 
mainstreamed policies/programmes

• National, regional and local levels
• Clarity over roles and responsibilities
• Undertaken from the start of the policy-making 

process
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Key learning for EU countries (2)

• Need for good knowledge and understanding of 
rural issues amongst policy-makers

• Engaging with rural communities is important
• Involving other stakeholders
• Appropriate monitoring and reporting is vital
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Concluding comments 

• Rural proofing has been heavily criticised but…
• Countries are diverse so may different approaches 

be required?
• ‘Place’ or ‘rural’ proofing?
• Ongoing and shared learning is important 



1515

Thank you

• Contact Details
– Dr Jane Atterton
– Rural Policy Centre, SRUC
– Tel: +44 (0)131 535 4256
– jane.atterton@sruc.ac.uk
– @RuralPolicySRUC 
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