
ALSTON MOOR …



Small rural parish in Cumbria (pop. 2,100)

Alston (England’s highest market town) 
and villages of Nenthead & Garrigill

Predominantly sheep farming

UK’s lead mining capital (emp. 2,000+ in 1860)

Nearest service town Penrith 20+ miles (40 mins)

Limited public transport

Often ‘cut-off’ for weeks during winter

About Alston Moor…



24 registered social enterprises

1 social enterprise / 50 households

50 jobs supported

200 volunteers involved in the sector

£2.2m combined turnover

ALSTON MOOR … 



“a model to be copied in other small areas”

“great depth of engagement with its community”

“a perfect example of small is very powerful"

What the Judges said …



Often born out of necessity

Best described as ‘community led enterprise’

Delivering services that either no one else will 
provide or have been withdrawn

Predominantly community owned businesses & 
workers’ co-operatives

Sector relies heavily on volunteers

Preserving and sharing our local heritage and 
community



ALSTON MOOR … 





As a community we are continually looking at 
ways of retaining and expanding our services:

High Mill – Visitor Centre & Heritage/ 
Cultural Hub

Community owned Hydro scheme

Library & Tourist Information Centre

Community Hospital

Residential Care Home

Street lights

Alternative transport schemes



Long history of self-help, can do attitude and 
community activists and social entrepreneurs.

Our remoteness and environmental isolation.

THE PEOPLE – both individually and collectively.



Contact Details:
Sue Gilbertson
sue.gilbertson@cybermoor.org.uk
Cybermoor Services Ltd
www.cybermoor.org

mailto:sue.gilbertson@cybermoor.org.uk

