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WestTrail - Creating a digital inventory of 
walking trails

Developing an online Geoportal with ready-to-print maps, in order to promote hiking in
an area of significant and unexploited touristic potential.

Together with a neighbour area (LAG Lëtzebuerg) a detailed mapping of all existing
paths was carried out and introduced into a digital system. This online Geoportal
displays ready-to-print maps for a network of around 1 000 km of sign-posted circular
walks and of linear hiking trails. The ultimate step of WestTrails is to become part of
the ‘Leading Quality Trails’, a label delivered by the European Ramblers Association.

Summary

The rural landscape of the Atert-Wark LEADER
area offers beautiful scenery and deserves to
be better known. The WestTrail project
supported developing hiking tourism and
attracting hikers to the area.

Lessons & Recommendations
 The engagement of all affected stakeholders is a key success factor. For instance,

the commitment of the Regional Tourism Board was vital as it is willing to ensure
the follow-up of the promotion of quality hiking tourism in the future.

EAFRD-funded projects

© Guy Krier

Results
A network of about 1 000 km of sign-posted circular walks and linear hiking trails,
corresponding to more than 130 different hiking trails in the region were inspected
and mapped.

All the municipalities prepared a SWOT analysis of their existing hiking tourism offer
and walking trails.

A digital documentation of the collected data was set up as a shared database for the
establishment of a travel route network, to be combined to a Geoportal with ready-
to-print maps.

mailto:aw@leader.lu
http://www.westtrail.lu/index.php?lang=en
http://www.aw.leader.lu/


Context

In Luxembourg, the Atert-Wark area is practically
unknown and lacks specific offers for attracting outdoors
activities and ecotourism, despite its great natural and
cultural amenities. No product had been developed for
hikers at local level, despite the existence of a tourism
grouping for the Western part of Luxembourg, gathering
the three valleys of Eisch, Mamer and Atterttal.

After the successful development of cycling tourism
through LEADER during the previous programming period,
there was a need to expand the tourism offer to hiking
trails. Numerous hiking trails exist in the area, but they are
insufficiently linked between each other (national hiking
trails, thematic trails, circular walks, etc.) and
inadequately related to local tourism attractions and
cultural assets.

Objectives

The long-term goal of the Atert-Wark LEADER area, jointly
with the neighbouring LEADER area of Lëtzebuerg West, is
to set up a hiking tourism network of municipalities and
local tourist offices covering the whole Western part of
the country. In order to raise the profile of this small rural
region and become a quality destination for hikers, the
following operational goals are identified:

• Upgrading documentation about existing local routes
(e.g. thematic trails, nature trails, etc.);

• Developing a professional inventory of existing walking
trails;

• Proposing a needs’ assessment at municipal level for
improving accessibility and visibility of existing local
trails;

• Creating a first concept for marketing the hiking trail
network.

Activities

In order to establish hiking tourism in the region in the
long term, all already existing walking and hiking trails
needed to be documented and referenced. All routes
(national hiking trails, circular walks, municipality &
syndicate paths, thematic trails) were checked one by one
and assessed along common features such as accessibility,
signposting, etc.

A working group was set up with experts from the 2 LAG
areas, ASIVEMA (the Western Luxembourg tourism
union), the regional tourism board, the Ministry of
Tourism, the national walkers’ union, the land registry

officers and people in charge of road management at
municipal level.

A common template was designed for the identification
and mapping of the paths. Through several surveys at
different seasons, comprehensive mapping (including GPS
data) and documentation of all existing routes was
developed. The inclusion of tourism attractions and daily
commuting were also taken into account in the
referencing tasks.

The LAG hired a local expert whose hobby is hiking, to
carry out these tasks (inventory, assessment, digitization,
monitoring of the working group, etc.). This person had a
longstanding experience on walking this part of the
country and brought highly valuable experience to the
project. During the inspection of the trails the
commissioned person took photographs, from which the
best were selected and used for marketing purposes.

A study trip in Kassel (D) was planned in order to visit the
European Ramblers Association and further explore good
practice in terms of international trail certification.

Main results

• All the municipalities developed a SWOT analysis of
their existing hiking tourism offer and walking trails.
Each report set out measures to improve safety and
guidance on the paths. Proposals for solving gaps in
the road network were also described.

• A digital documentation of the collected data was set
up as a shared database for the establishment of a
travel route network, to be combined to a Geoportal
with ready-to-print maps.

• A network of about 1 000 km of sign-posted circular
walks and of linear hiking trails, corresponding to more
than 130 different hiking trails to explore various
landscapes in the region were inspected and mapped.
The length can range from 5 to 20 km, with various
levels of difficulty.

Key lessons

In a further evaluation round, a reduced set of the best
thematic trails is to be selected in view of getting a
certification from the European Ramblers’ Association and
design a specific information campaign for it (i.e.
becoming one of the ‘European Leading Quality Trails’).

The commitment of the Regional Tourism Board was vital
as it is willing to ensure the follow-up of the promotion of
quality hiking tourism in the future.
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