
Results
Tourists will be hosted for at least 4-5 months/year.

The hospitality venture is expected to bring in an additional 20% of the overall farm
business prior to the investment.

ITALY

Location
Arcevia

Programming period
2014 – 2020 

Priority
P2 – Competitiveness

Measure
M6 – Farm and business 
development

Funding (EUR)
Total budget 543 057 
EAFRD 80 737
National/Regional 106 500
Private 355 820

Project duration
2017 – 2018 

Project promoter
Sonia Casagrante Conti

Contact
sonia.casagrandeconti@gma
il.com

Website
n/a
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Diversifying a young female farmer’s 
income by investing in farm tourism 

A young female farmer decided to renovated an old building on the family farm and
offer accommodation for tourists.

Summary

The beneficiary, 23 year old Sonia took
over the family that has been
cultivating vegetables for almost 30
years and selling them to large
national retailers. She wanted to have
greater contact with people at the
farm and applied for RDP support to
restructure one of the farm’s buildings
with a view to offering tourist
accommodation.

Lessons & Recommendations
 Every farmer needs to take into account that when working with old buildings

some unexpected problems may arise – e.g. the need to demolish some parts
instead of just renovating them.

EAFRD-funded projects

mailto:sonia.casagrandeconti@gmail.com


Context

A 23 year old from Arcevia in the Marche region, Sonia
who studies agriculture and comes from a farming family
that has been cultivating vegetables for almost 30 years.
Sonia inherited the family farm, with ha 100 of land (of
which 37 their own property), from her father, who
wanted to support her in building her future. The farm is
mainly growing fodder. Sonia introduced organic methods
in 2016.

The income from these crops is rather limited, so she
thought that farm-tourism could be a good way for
generating additional income sources. This is why she
thought to apply for RDP support to restructure one of the
farm’s buildings and offer accommodation to tourists.

Objectives

The project aimed to fully renovate the main building of
the farm and to refurnish it with adequate furniture. In
the future, the farmer also aims to organise teaching
activities for children from the local schools.

Activities

The project started in January 2017 with the partial
demolition of the house and should be completed by
November 2018. The farm building was converted into six
mini-flats along with two rooms from the existing family’s
house, resulting in a total capacity of 22 beds.

Every flat is furnished using old and typical furniture of the
region as much as possible. The works affect around 275
m2 on two floors. All the works are carried out according
to high efficiency standards ( class “A”).

Key results

The entrepreneur envisages hosting tourists for at least 4-
5 months/year.

The increase in income is expected to account for an
additional 20% of the overall farm business prior to the
investment.

Main lessons

The works have been carried out almost in line with the
original estimates and plans. However, every farmer
needs to take into account that when working with old
buildings some unexpected problems may arise (e.g. the
need to demolish some parts instead of just renovating
them). With this new activity the farm hopes to increase
the visibility of its organic products.
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Additional sources of information

n/a


