
Project Results
Thanks to the project, the beneficiary is now the head of a small commercial
rabbit breeding farm with an annual turnover of approximately EUR 12 500.

Mr Zerafa enjoys working in a modern setup that aligns with his lifestyle
aspirations for autonomy and a healthy work-life balance.

Malta

Location
Zurrieq

Programming period
2014 – 2020 

Priority
P2 – Competitiveness

Measure
M06 – Farm & business 
development

Funding
Total budget 70 000 (EUR)
EAFRD 52 500 (EUR)
National/Regional 17 500 
(EUR)

Project duration
2019 – 2022 

Project promoter
Victor Zerafa

Email
victor-zerafa@hotmail.com
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Investment in a new rabbit farm by a young 
farmer in Malta

Maltese young farmer receives CAP funds to help set-up rabbit breeding business.

Summary
CAP co-finance provided a
young farmer with the
opportunity to set-up a
rabbit-breeding business.
CAP funds were invested in
a modem farm shed
structure, using the latest
low density breeding
technology, ventilation and
waste removal systems to
ensure optimal animal
welfare and productivity.

Lessons & Recommendations
❑ Young farmers can take advantage of Farm Advisory Services to help them set-up

in business.

❑ Market research informs agri-food business decisions about direct sales.

EAFRD-funded projects

mailto:victor-zerafa@hotmail.com


Context
The beneficiary, 26-year-old Mr Victor Zerafa, wanted
to become a commercial rabbit farmer. Before
transferring his land to his son, Victor’s father had
cultivated arable crops, especially potatoes, for the
export market and he also produced rabbits, but on a
very small scale. On inheriting the farm Victor decided
to scale up rabbit production.

Objectives
The aim of this generation renewal project was to
enable a young farmer to start his own rabbit
breeding farm in Malta.

Activities
The project financed the procurement of land which
had been leased. This was followed by the
construction of a farm shed able to hold up to 60
animals, along with all the necessary structures and
equipment required to start the professional rabbit
breeding business. The public support received was
used for:

- Installing a sandwich panel shed with ventilation
covering a total of 175 m2.

- Purchasing rabbit breeding cages.
- Purchasing a modern system of drinking and

feeding equipment which provides adequate and
measured amounts of fodder and water to the
rabbits.

- Installing a waste scraping system beneath the
rabbit cages which automatically transfers rabbit
droppings to a manure clamp.

- Carrying out additional works to make the farm
operational, including building a concrete
platform for waste collection, installing plumbing
infrastructure, assembling the rabbit cages, and
purchasing a generator.

- Purchasing the rabbit stock, which included 60
breeding females.

Victor also attended a rabbit farming training course
to improve his farming practice and identify new
ideas.

Main results
Thanks to the CAP funding, Victor has now established
his rabbit breeding farm with an annual turnover of
approximately EUR 12 500.

Key lessons
Farm Advisory Services can provide a useful range of
information to help young farmers set-up in business.

Market research with potential customers helped
Victor to better understand consumer preferences
and inform business decisions for direct sales to
create a short supply chain.

“I am very satisfied with my project, because with the
help of EU funds I increased production on my farm.
Quality equipment enabling better performance.”
Victor Zerafa
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