










PREVIOUS EAFRD PROJECTS BROCHURES
Further inspiring examples of EAFRD-supported rural development projects can be found in previous 
editions of the EAFRD Projects Brochure. Each edition highlights successful project examples on a 
particular rural development theme.

These are available on the Publications section of the ENRD website at https://enrd.ec.europa.eu
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Bioeconomy Youth and Generational Renewal
Digital and Social Innovation in 
Rural Services

Resource-Efficient 
Rural Economies Supporting Rural Business

Transition to Greener 
Rural Economies

Migrants and Refugee integration
Smart and Competitive 
Rural Areas

Rural Development Priorities  
2014-2020
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ENRD PUBLICATIONS
Our publications keep you up-to-date with all the latest news, views and developments in European 
rural development!

Each ENRD publication is published twice a year and is available in electronic and printed format in six EU 
languages (DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL): https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/publications/search

EU Rural Review

The ENRD’s main thematic publication.

EAFRD Projects Brochure

A selection of EAFRD-funded projects on a specific rural development theme.

Rural Connections

The ENRD Magazine presenting policy updates and perspectives from rural development stakeholders in Europe.

ENRD Newsletter

All the latest rural development news from Europe – delivered straight to your inbox once a month! 
Subscribe here: https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/enrd-newsletter_en

ENRD PUBLICATIONS RELATED TO  
THE RURAL INSPIRATION AWARDS 2019
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RURAL 
NETWORKING 

IN ACTION

EN
European Network for

Rural Development
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EVENT
Highlights

OPENING PLENARY – KEYNOTE MESSAGES

The opening plenary session carried key messages not only reflecting 
on over 10 years of rural networking, but on the role of networks 
now and in the future.

The Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Phil Hogan, 
opened networX and outlined how in the last decade Rural Networks 
have played an important role in supporting the implementation 
and delivery of rural development programmes all over Europe. 
Commissioner Hogan underlined that the rural networks provide a 
platform for vital connections between people. They continue to be a 
powerful tool for transferring knowledge and sharing experience on 
matters of policy design, implementation, innovation and evaluation.

In particular, Commissioner Hogan underlined that the proposal for 
the future CAP provides scope for a reinforced role of networking, 
recognising how the CAP as a whole and not only its second pillar 
can contribute to increased stakeholder involvement, improved 
outcomes and exchange of experience and good practices.

Mr. Hogan concluded:

“The main thing with cooperation 
is that there is a really good 
energy between the actors working 
together. If this is not the case, 
then you can forget the project.”

Chief European Commission Spokesperson Margaritis Schinas 
followed on from Commissioner Hogan’s opening message, 
recognising that rural development represents Europe’s positive 
agenda, and the need for networks to communicate these positive 
messages on European initiatives.

Mr. Schinas emphasised to networX 
participants their vital role in communicating 
what Europe should stand for:

“Europe will not have rural deserts, 
our rural communities will continue to 
be at the heart of a vibrant, green and 
social economy.”

He concluded by highlighting to those present the need to 
‘de‑Brusselise’ Europe, and his message to the networks was:

“You are the positive agenda for Europe.  
You are our future.”

Dates: 11-12 April 2019

Participants: 410

Keynote Speakers: Phil Hogan, Margaritis Schinas, Mihail Dumitru 
(European Commission)

Speakers – 10 Years of Rural Networking: Juha-Matti Markkola 
(FI – NRN) ), Gaëlle Marion (DG AGRI), Riccardo Passero 
(IT – NRN), Svetlana Boyanova (BG – Operational Group), 
Kristiina Tammets (EE – LAG), Pawel Krzeczunowicz (PL – NRN), 
Joona Hellman (FI – vlogger), Elona Moerdijk (NL – NRN)

Speakers – Closing Panel: Maria Gustafsson (SE - NRN), 
Oana Neagu (Copa Cogeca), Helle Bøge Breindahl (DK – LAG)

Facilitators: Michael Gregory, David Lamb, John Grieve (ENRD CP)

networX was a landmark event for rural networking, bringing 
together rural networking stakeholders from across and beyond 
the EU. Over two days, the event succeeded in demonstrating 
the results of the past ten years of rural networking and 
proactively looking at its future. Its interactive format gave 
participants plenty of space and time for informal discussions, 
inspiring conversations and sharing of experiences.

Framed by inspiring keynote speeches, the major aspects of the 
event were six thematic strands where participants could select 
from a total of 15 working sessions, a Marketplace showcasing 
rural networks and rural stakeholder representatives and 
the award ceremony for the Rural Inspiration Awards, 
recognising good practices through EAFRD‑funded projects 
from across the EU.

Event Highlights Rural Networking in Action

FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EU
Online
•	 Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa website at:  

https://europa.eu/european-union/index_en

EU publications
•	 You can download or order free and priced EU publications from: https://publications.europa.eu/en/publications
•	Multiple copies of free publications may be obtained by contacting Europe Direct or your local information centre  

(see https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en).



https://enrd.ec.europa.eu European Network for

Rural Development

ENRD Contact Point 
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat, 38 (bte 4) 

1040 Bruxelles/Brussel 
BELGIQUE/BELGIË 

Tel. +32 2 801 38 00 
info@enrd.eu

ENRD online

Visit ENRD website
	 https://enrd.ec.europa.eu

Subscribe to receive the ENRD Newsletter
	 https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/enrd-newsletter_en

Follow ENRD on social media
	 www.facebook.com/ENRDCP

	 www.twitter.com/ENRD_CP

	 www.linkedin.com/company/enrd-contact-point

	 www.youtube.com/user/EURural

	 www.instagram.com/enrdcp
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