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Project of the month

Forest owners in Slovakia receive
sustainability support
Member States use the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) to co-finance a
beneficial range of actions that conserve EU forest resources and contribute to
climate action agendas. An example of such forestry support from the CAP can
be seen in Slovakia where close to a million euros of Rural Development (RDP)
funding has helped safeguard the long-term sustainability of Slovak forest
stocks.
Forests in Slovakia had suffered from a series of natural disasters and this RDP project was
launched to restore over 140 hectares of damaged forests. More than half a million
saplings of five forest tree varieties were planted, four years of plant protection measures
were carried out, and the project helped create employment for 35 people from the Roma
community.

Learn more about the results and lessons learned from this CAP-funded forestry project.

News

COP26: European Commission announces
€1 billion pledge to protect world forests
A €1 billion contribution to the Global Forests Finance Pledge was made by
Member States at the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties
(COP26) in Glasgow in November.
This five-year package from the EU budget was launched by President Ursula von der
Leyen who underlined its significance highlighting that: “Forests are the green lungs of the
earth. We need to protect and restore them.” The new funding will help partner countries
protect, restore and sustainably manage forests worldwide and deliver on the Paris
Agreement.
Watch the President’s speech about this new financial pledge that reflects the European
Green Deal goals and demonstrates EU commitment to promoting global cooperation
addressing climate change.

COP26: sustainable food systems
agreement
Agricultural discussions at COP26 have resulted in a draft agreement between
countries on the need for a transition towards sustainable and climate-resilient
food systems, taking into consideration the vulnerability of agriculture to the
impacts of climate change.
Participating countries recognised that this transition will be crucial to guarantee food
security and tackle hunger throughout the globe as well as to achieve climate objectives,
such as emission reductions. Key roles were highlighted for: soil and nutrient management
practices; optimal use of nutrients, including organic fertiliser and enhanced manure
management; sustainably managed livestock systems, such as enhancing animal health
and sinks on pasture and grazing lands; as well as scaling up support and resources to
achieve inclusive, sustainable and climate-resilient agricultural systems. See the COP26
paper for details of the draft conclusions.

Forum on Best Practices in the Agri-Food
Supply Chain
The launch meeting of a 'Forum on Best Practices in the Agri-Food Supply Chain'
is being organised by the European Commission with support of the ENRD
Contact Point. The Forum’s remit focuses on enhancing cooperation between
primary producers, improving their position within the food supply chain and
increasing the market transparency as one of the actions envisaged under the
Farm to Fork Strategy.
The first session of this Forum will take place on 02 December as a workshop on 'The Farm
to Fork Strategy and cooperation in the agri-food supply chain'. Forum participants will
discuss the transition to a sustainable food system and key challenges from the
perspective of farmers, producer organisations, retailers as well as Member States and the
European Commission. It will present and discuss concrete experiences and relevant
funding mechanisms available under the current CAP and future CAP Strategic Plans to
support sustainable agri-food supply chains. Follow the workshop webpage for further
details about the Forum’s first session

Rural Revitalisation Thematic Group
The ENRD is launching a new Thematic Group (TG) on Rural Revitalisation that will
be an opportunity to identify and understand the key enabling conditions to drive
rural revitalisation across Europe.
This new TG will explore the key conditions which can drive revitalisation such as
governance, policy alignment, cooperation, and innovation, as well as other relevant areas.
Best practices will be shared and the TG will also help explore the needs, and develop
ideas and recommendations, to shape a future rural revitalisation platform being planned
by the European Commission. The first TG meeting will be on 15 December and a second
meeting is foreseen for March 2022.

New high-resolution EU crop map
A detailed coverage of cultivated land parcels in the EU is now available from a
new continental map of EU crops. Published recently by the EU’s Joint Research
Council (JRC), this data set maps 91 million hectares of cropland from 2018 at a
very fine spatial scale in 10-m resolution.
The new tool will be useful for many different CAP stakeholders and it allows users to zoom
in on individual fields. Some 19 crop types can be distinguished including the main staples
of wheat, maize, barley, and potatoes. Check out the JRC’s webpage about this new land
use monitoring tool.

Boost to transatlantic agricultural
collaboration
Agri-food practitioners from the EU and the USA are looking forward to new
opportunities following the signing of a transatlantic cooperation agreement for a
strategic platform advocating sustainable and climate-friendly food systems.
Commissioner for Agriculture Janusz Wojciechowski and United States Secretary of
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack stated jointly during the platform’s launch in early
November: “We believe that science and innovation will bring about a more sustainable
agriculture. We must work together to devise systems and solutions that are good for
agricultural producers, good for consumers, good for businesses, good for our
communities, and good for our planet. This includes fair and open markets at the local,
regional, and international levels that bolster food security and sustainable food systems.”
Learn more about this new agreement that aims to foster trust and exchange good
practices with the USA about food system sustainability.

Podcast: digitalisation in agriculture
Agricultural digitalisation is the subject of a new episode from DG AGRI’s Food for
Europe podcast series.
In this episode you can hear from an enterprising Irish cereal farmer explaining the benefits
of digitalisation in terms of improved yields and time savings. A scientist at the European
Space Agency describes a space-based tools for agriculture, and an Estonian cattle breeder
talks about the digital tools that she uses to monitor livestock welfare - from meetings
hundreds of kilometres away. This new podcast episode (and all the previous episodes) is
available in English, French and German.

Animal welfare public consultation now
open
A public consultation is underway on the revision of animal welfare legislation as
part of the EU’s Farm to Fork strategy. This 14-week consultation is open until 21
January 2022 with the aim to collect the opinions of the general public and
different actors of the sector on a wide range of animal welfare-related subjects.
Agricultural livestock as well as other animals are included in the European Commission
consultation which explores options for addressing shortcomings identified in current EU
legislation on animal welfare. The ultimate aims are to ensure a higher level of animal
welfare, to align European legislation on the latest scientific evidence, to expand its scope,
and make it easier to implement. Watch the video from Commissioner Kyriakides explaining
the consultationand click here to participate.

Habitats Directive: new guidance on
protected species
New guidance on animal protection requirements under the Habitats Directive is
now available from the European Commission. These legal conditions aim to help
Member States improve the Directive’s implementation on the ground and they
cover iconic species such as wolves, bears and dolphins.
Prepared in close cooperation with Member States and stakeholders, the guidance builds
on practical experience and knowledge developed over the Directive’s last 15 years of
implementation. It factors in the latest Court of Justice rulings and is designed to ensure
coherent application of consistent rules across the Union regarding Articles 12 and 16 of
the Habitats Directive. See further information on the web pages from DG Environment
including the full guidance and brochure.

Female farmers: a focus for Ireland’s CAP
Strategic Plan
Gender equality is a cross-cutting objective of the new CAP for 2023-2027, and
Ireland’s Managing Authority has outlined a suite of measures for its future CAP
Strategic Plan that support women in agriculture.
The new CAP Regulation proposals are designed to help facilitate female participation in the
socio-economic development of rural Europe, with special attention to farming. Member
States are required to strengthen their capacity in gender mainstreaming and in the
collection of gender disaggregated data. Ireland’s new package of measures includes an
increased rate of grant aid of 60% for women aged 41-55 years, women-only knowledge
transfer groups, and a call under the European Innovation Partnerships (EIP) initiative for
proposals to examine women’s participation in agriculture.

MEPs call for agriculture to minimise
methane emissions
A European Parliament resolution adopted last month is seeking legislative
proposals for binding measures and targets that tackle adverse impacts on
health and climate from methane.
Agriculture is among the priority areas considered by MEPs for mitigating methane-related
concerns. This is because farm-based sources contribute a high proportion of
anthropogenic methane emission in the EU. Livestock, particularly ruminants, are seen by
the Parliament to offer the second-highest overall methane-emission reduction potential.
Energy and waste sectors are also recognised by the MEPs’ resolution for their ability to
moderate methane emissions.

Support for information measures
relating to the CAP
A new funding call providing support for information measures relating to the CAP
for 2022 is now published.
The proposals for information measures need to focus on illustrating how the new CAP will
contribute towards the delivery of the Commission’s political priorities, in particular the
European Green Deal. Total budget available is EUR 4 000 000. Deadline for submission of
proposals is 25 January 2022. Read more about this call for informing citizens accurately
about CAP and full details are available on the European Commission’s Funding and tenders
portal.

Consilium CAP Communication tools
An infographic and video are available online from the Council of the European
Union that summarise key points about the new CAP.
Infographic illustrations from the Consilium show that the EU agricultural policy will support
seven million beneficiaries across the EU, provide high-quality food for 450 million
Europeans, have a budget of €336 billion, and contribute to climate action with some 40%
of its budget. Other information refers to more flexibility and strategic planning, better
targeting, greener farming, performance and social commitments.
You can also watch and share a video from the Council of the EU about CAP which puts the
focus on rural communities, simpler rules for smaller farms, support for young people to
take up farming, better conditions for farm workers and funding for local development
projects.

Commission report on water pollution
from nitrates
European Commission findings released in October demonstrate that water
pollution risks from agricultural nitrates remain a concern. Evidence also shows
that commitments by national authorities and farmers to clean-up water courses
have a positive impact on drinking water, biodiversity, fisheries and tourism.
The latest Commission Report on the implementation of the Nitrates Directive reiterates
the CAP’s potential for reducing water pollution risks. The report notes that an Integrated
Nutrient Management Action Plan will be developed in 2022 as part of the Biodiversity and

Farm to Fork strategies. This will “help the coordination of efforts and will aim at
addressing nutrient pollution at source, identifying the nutrient load reductions needed to
achieve the EU Green Deal targets on nutrients, stimulating the markets for safe and
sustainable recovered nutrients, and increasing the sustainability of the livestock sector.”
Learn more from the Commission Report and Staff Working document accompanying the
report.

Unfair trading practices in the agri-food
supply chain: Commission publishes state
of play
A majority of Member States provide more than the minimum protection level for
farmers and small agri-food businesses established in the unfair trading practices
(UTPs) Directive. This is one of the conclusions from a recently released
Commission assessment report about the Directive’s transposition and
implementation.
The report gives an overview of the state of play of the Directive on UTPs in business-tobusiness relationships in the agricultural and food supply chain. It covers the scope of
application, the UTPs prohibited and the enforcement mechanisms chosen by Member
States. More information is available here.

Future of Europe Conference: have your
say

The Conference on the Future of Europe provides an opportunity to put Europe’s
rural communities and their sustainable development at the heart of the forwardlooking debate around the future of Europe.
You can participate in this debate through a multilingual digital platform and self-organised
events. Options are available through the Conference’s online platform to also comment on
ideas from other people or organisations involved in this bottom-up dialogue.

Publications
European Green Deal
targets for 2030 and
agricultural production
studies
An overview of recent studies analysing
possible effects of some elements of the
Farm to Fork and Biodiversity strategies
contributions is presented in a new
factsheet from the European Commission.

JRC annual report on
forest fires in Europe,
the Middle East and
North Africa
Data from the JRC’s 21st edition of its
annual report on forest fires in Europe, the
Middle East and North Africa represents a
source of information to support evidencebased policy-making and the design of
future initiatives to mitigate forest fire
damage.

EU Mission: A Soil Deal
for Europe
The main challenges, opportunities, goal,
and actions for the EU Mission A Soil Deal
for Europe as part of Horizon Europe are
presented in a concise factsheet that you
can download and share.

Managing mountain
grasslands
Euromontana has published its full report of
the OREKA MENDIAN project which
provides an overview of sustainable
practices for the management of mountain
grasslands in Europe.

Carbon farming
agronomics
The European Environmental Bureau has
released a new report on carbon farming
which looks at the topic from an agronomic
perspective.

Past Events
21st National Rural
Networks Meeting
Held on 18 November and co-organised by
the ENRD Contact Point with the Slovenian
Rural Network, this virtual meeting
networked Member States’ progress with
preparations for the new CAP period.
Participants also discussed the
development of ENRD activities, priority
actions for NRNs, and regional networking
clusters.

2nd Regional Workshop
of the Smart Rural 21
Project
This event held on 4-5 November featured
presentations about the Smart Villages
concept and relevant local experiences in
two sessions covering the Smart Village
support framework and Smart Village
approaches regarding energy transition.

See the event webpage for presentations
and other information.

European Rural
Parliament Mid-Term
Event
On 27 October the European Rural
Parliament (ERP) Mid-Term Event mapped
progress on the recommendations of the
last ERP meeting as well as identified and
looked at contextual changes that have

EU Sustainable Energy
Week (EUSEW) towards
2030: Reshaping the
European Energy System
This four-day event from 25 – 28 October
included a digital Policy Conference, the
EUSEW Awards, the second European

taken place since then. Forward looking
aspects of the meeting discussed the key
issues for the 5th ERP in 2022.

Youth Energy Day, and a range of
workshops.
It was focused on opportunities to promote
and engage in clean energy issues and the
European Green Deal objectives.

FARMINFIN European
Dissemination
Conference
During this conference on 12 October,
information was presented and discussed
about opportunities and challenges of
innovative finance in the agricultural sector.
Case studies were presented including
crowd funding examples.

Events
2 December 2021

6 December 2021

7 December 2021

The Farm-to-Fork Strategy
and cooperation in the agri-

Innovative ingredients and
food technology for F2F

8th meeting of the EU Rural
Networks Assembly

food supply chain

objectives

Organiser:
ENRD

Organiser:
EURACTIV

Organiser:
DG AGRI

Find out more

Find out more
Find out more

7 December 2021

7 December 2021

7 December 2021

EU Green Deal impact on
food and drink SMEs

European biodiversity
conference on soil strategy

European Bee Award 2021

Organiser:

Organiser:

European Landowners

EURACTIV

European Landowners
Organisation

Organisation

Find out more

Find out more

9-10 December 2021

9-10 December 2021

14 December 2021

2021 EU Agricultural Outlook
Conference

Workshop `Farm data for
better farm performance

20th meeting of the
permanent Subgroup on

Organiser:

Organiser:

productivity and

DG AGRI

EIP AGRI

sustainability

Organiser:

Find out more

Innovation for agricultural

Organiser:

Find out more

Find out more

DG AGRI

Find out more

15 December 2021

21-30 January 2022

1st meeting of the ENRD

International Green Week

Thematic Group on Rural
Revitalisation

Organiser:
Berlin

Organiser:

26 February - 6
March 2022
Salon international de
l'agricolture 2022
Organiser:
Paris

ENRD

Find out more
Find out more

Find out more

10-14 April 2022
European farming systems
conference
Organiser:
The Mediterranean Institute for
Agriculture, Environment and
Development (MED)

Find out more
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