Project of the month

Austrian innovation improves knowhow
on optimising farm nutrient cycles
National Rural Networks (NRNs) during their recent meeting in Austria continued to
explore networking’s role in implementing Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation
Systems (AKIS). Austria is home to many good examples of AKIS initiatives
including an Operational Group project promoting circular economy approaches on
livestock farms.
Results from this sustainable agriculture project contribute to the Farm to Fork strategy aims
and illustrate the benefits of adopting agro-ecology techniques that apply evidenced-based
solutions. The Austrian Operational Group addressed modernisation challenges concerning the
use of agricultural residues to achieve better nutrient and humus efficiency. A trend away from
traditional extensive livestock farming towards more specialised systems had led many
Austrian farms to become reliant on external inputs and ‘closed nutrient cycles’ were now less
common in the project’s target group.
Project successes included demonstrating how farmers can develop their own nutrient cycles
and reduce production costs through circular use of waste or by-products. This involved testing
cooperative methods between farms for calculating nutrient balances, digestate exchange,
composting actions, CO2 emissions, and more. Further details are available on the ENRD
website.

News

Rural Pact: European momentum to
support the EU’s rural areas
On 15-16 June, over 450 participants representing EU, national and regional
policymakers along with local authorities, social and economic stakeholders
gathered for the first Rural Pact conference, including two sessions organised by
the ENRD.
The Rural Pact is a framework for cooperation among authorities and stakeholders dealing with
rural territorial development at the European, national, regional and local level. Its objectives
are to amplify rural voices and bring them higher up the political agenda, to structure and
enable collaboration and mutual learning, and to encourage and monitor voluntary
commitments for action. The Rural Pact is one of the main initiatives to achieve the goals of
the Long-term vision for rural areas, adopted by the European Commission in June 2021.
During the Rural Pact conference the ENRD Contact Point provided support for the organisation
and moderation of two sessions: Revitalising rural areas; and Rural youth as leaders of change.

Rural Inspiration Awards 2022
Our fourth edition of the ENRD Rural Inspiration Awards (RIA) 2022 is here! This
year's theme is 'The Future is Youth’ and will spotlight projects that involve young
farmers in rural areas. RIA rewards the most green, digital, socially inclusive,
innovative and resilient CAP projects implemented at a local level.
Since 2019, RIA has been celebrating projects that use support from the European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) to contribute to rural development policy objectives. Our
RIA competition this year aims to increase the visibility of projects funded by both Pillars of the
CAP as well as promote knowledge exchange and networking among CAP stakeholders.
Every year the awards focus on a different theme and this year’s focus is on good practice CAP
projects that promote the Long-term vision for rural areas as well as this year’s thematic,
which is the European Year of Youth. #RIAwards22’s four thematic categories are: Green
Futures, Digital Futures, Resilient Futures, and Socially Inclusive & Innovative Futures. In
addition to these, a popular vote on youth will be awarded to one shortlisted project that
involves young people under 40 years old. The popular vote will be realised via an online
voting system and will open in September. Stay tuned for more news about the popular vote!
For

more

information
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RIA

Awards,
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website
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contact awards@enrd.eu.

Eurobarometer identifies increased
support for food security from EU
citizens
According to the latest Eurobarometer on agriculture and the CAP, nearly half of
Europeans think that securing a stable supply of food in the EU at all times should
be a main objective of the CAP, which represents an increase of six percentage
points since 2020.
This view developed in 22 EU countries and increased by at least ten percentage points in six
countries (Finland, Lithuania, Sweden, Greece, Spain and Italy). In addition, more than half of
respondents add that the CAP should also contribute to ensuring reasonable food prices for
consumers. Providing safe, healthy, and sustainable food of high quality remains the CAP's
core mission according to six in ten Europeans. This view has remained stable over a period of
several years. In addition, the Eurobarometer highlights the public perception that climate
change is now affecting agricultural activity more and more. See the full Eurobarometer report
webpage which also includes detailed country factsheets for each Member State.

60th anniversary of the Common
Agricultural Policy
Commissioner for Agriculture, Janusz Wojciechowski addressed a ceremony held by
the European Parliament in June to honour the 60th anniversary of the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP).
Commissioner Wojciechowski noted how today it is hard to imagine what European agriculture
would be like without the CAP and its achievements provide the rationale for the continued
development of the policy for the next generation of EU citizens.
He encouraged his audience to remember that agriculture is not an industry, land is not a
factory, and animals are not machines. This was followed by his confirmation that the CAP has

been reformed to help agriculture be more friendly towards the environment, climate, and
animal welfare. In his speech he underlined the importance of the stability of farmers' incomes
along with improving living conditions in rural areas and closing the gap between rural and
urban conditions.

EU consultation on the Integrated
Nutrient Management Action Plan
A public consultation is now inviting feedback on a new EU Integrated Nutrient
Management

Action

Plan.

The

European

Commission’s

plans

recognise

that

nutrients such as nitrates and phosphates are essential for life, yet the presence of
excess nutrients in the air, water, and soil can adversely affect public health,
climate, and the environment.
An EU Integrated Nutrient Management Action Plan would be tasked to help meet the
European Green Deal’s 2030 target of reducing nutrient losses by 50%, while ensuring no
deterioration in soil fertility. Farmers, industry, civil society organisations and citizens are
encouraged to have their say about how the Action Plan can identify and address key factors
causing nutrient pollution. Other aspects of the survey seek opinions on stimulating markets
for recovered nutrients. Conclusions from a Call for Evidence earlier this year provide more
context and the consultation is open until 26 August 2022.

New knowhow for the Farm Sustainability
Tool for Nutrients
Nutrients are in the news this month as the Farm to Fork strategy continues to roll
out new improvements to the way we produce and consume our food. This involves
generating new knowhow on better nutrient management through the Farm
Sustainability Tool for Nutrients (FaST).
Each Member State will establish a system for supplying farmers with FaST as part of their

national CAP Strategic Plan. FaST is a digital agriculture tool that can be operated on
smartphones, tablets and computers. It combines existing data with manual input from
farmers to provide customised recommendations on crop fertilisation through a nutrient
management plan, which will have economic and environmental benefits for farmers and EU
society.
Latest FaST developments are featured in a recently published FaST Navigator study which
focused on nutrient management algorithms, input values and greenhouse gas assessments.
This study’s outcomes will help address one of the main challenges for FaST’s implementation
- the availability of operational models that are necessary to provide standardised and
consistent advice on the use of fertilisers across different conditions of data availability. Find
out more about the FaST platform’s opportunities for sustainable and competitive agriculture
that contribute to the modernisation of Member States’ agricultural sector.

Videos: food companies and farmers
promote carbon farming
Members of the ENRD Thematic Group on Carbon Farming have captured on video
information they have shared about opportunities for different approaches to
carbon sequestration as part of a holistic approach to food production and land
management.
Sweden’s Arla Foods Group, a member of the Thematic Group, have prepared videos
describing their Climate tool designed to reduce dairy's carbon footprint as well as
their regenerative farming techniques and soil health approaches for tackling climate change
and biodiversity loss. Further useful videos are available from the Netherlands’ Southern
Agriculture and Horticulture Organisation (ZLTO) which include awareness-raising information
about carbon farming and issues involved with incentivising carbon farming stakeholders.
These form part of a wider ZLTO YouTube playlist dedicated to carbon farming.

Agricultural input and output statistics:
new regulatory framework
France’s Presidency of the Council of the European Union and the European
Parliament have reached a provisional political agreement about a new regulation
for statistics on agricultural inputs and products (SAIO).
This regulation proposal is part of the modernisation of the European system of agricultural
statistics designed to advance knowledge about agricultural practices and production. The colegislators agreed on the scope of the new SAIO regulation, the frequency of transmission of
the data collected, in particular for plant protection products and organic farming. It was
acknowledged that the revised SAIO regulation should apply appropriate safeguards to avoid
risks from increased administrative burden for farmers and national administrations.
Next steps for this initiative to improve and strengthen statistics on agricultural inputs and
products in agriculture will involve approval by the Council and the European Parliament and
moving on to the formal stages of the adoption procedure.

New tool for structural data from
agricultural censuses
Agricultural policymakers, researchers and broader rural development stakeholders
can now take advantage of a powerful new data tool within the world’s largest
agricultural database hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO).
DG AGRI has been promoting a new public policy tool this month based on agricultural census
data which was unveiled recently for FAOSTAT to complement its existing wealth of data on
production, trade and consumption in agricultural sectors. The FAO database’s new domain
on Structural Data from Agricultural Censuses enables easier comparison and assessment of
trends over time. It allows rapid access to figures about how many farms exist in a given
country, what their sizes are, the tenure typology determining its ownership, the farmer’s
gender, and how many people live and work on them, all sourced from national agricultural
censuses.
European examples spotlighted by the FAO to underline the new tool’s possibilities include a
reference to FAOSTAT data showing, for instance, that: 40% or more of all agricultural holdings
are headed by women in Lithuania and Latvia but nowhere in the database is female
ownership above 50%. In eight countries, all in Europe, 60% or more of farmland is rented
rather than operated by owners, including France and Germany.

Survey: disruptions to agri-food supply
chains
The European Cluster Collaboration Platform (ECCP) is interested in receiving
feedback from agri-food value chain companies from all over Europe to assess the
state-of-play with any supply chain disruptions as a consequence of the current
Ukrainian crisis.
Under the present geopolitical circumstances, some supply chains and production lines are
suffering disruptions or are at risk of suffering them in the near future. An ECCP survey is now
open to help identify solution-oriented approaches as well as prepare roadmaps for joint
projects that deal with supply chain disruptions across Europe.
Companies, clusters, industry stakeholders, research organisations and others are encouraged
to participate in this survey and share their ideas on how to solve the issues of the supply
chain disruptions. Survey results will feed into the upcoming Cluster Collaboration Lab (C2Lab)
at the end of June.

Publications

Rural Connections: new
ENRD magazine
Our new edition of the Rural Connections
magazine includes updates on the work of
the ENRD in recent months, including new
Thematic
Groups
and
events.
Rural
development stakeholders from across the
EU share their views and experiences with
successful projects that are breathing new
life into EU's rural areas.

Rural Youth: new ENRD
Project Brochure
A new EAFRD Projects Brochure produced by

the ENRD about ‘Rural youth as leaders of
change’ looks at how Rural Development
Programmes have been accompanying rural
youth and supporting their innovative ideas,
engagement and participation.

Nurturing better
nutrition: ENRD Policy
Insight
Our

latest

Policy

Insight

publication

is

about nutrition. It explains how networking
and sharing knowhow about agricultural
policy can support both supply and demand
for nutritious food to help protect EU citizens’
resilience.

Animal welfare matters:
ENRD Policy Insight
Another recently-published ENRD Policy
Insight focuses on CAP and animal welfare
matters in the EU through four specific
elements: conditionality, farm advisory
services, rural development interventions
under Pillar 2, and eco-schemes.

ENRD event Highlights
reports
Highlights reports from ENRD meetings have
been published recently including the 1st
Thematic Group meeting on Carbon Farming,
the 2nd Thematic Group meeting on Rural
Revitalisation, the 1st meeting of the ENRD
Thematic
Group
on
Sustainability
Agreements, and the 1st meeting of the
Thematic Group Making the seven LEADER
principles work in practice for all LAGs under
the CAP Strategic Plans.

Food imports: promoting
the global transition to
sustainable food
The European Commission has published its
assessment of EU action to enhance and
promote health and environmental standards
of imported agricultural and food products.
The report is part of the Farm to Fork
Strategy and it identifies areas for further
action.

Rural proofing: study
A new study on rural proofing by the
European Committee of the Regions has
been published to help inform the debate
around this topic within the context of the
EU’s Long-term vision for rural areas and the
associated Rural Pact.

Smart Villages in Poland
Smart Villages are the subject of a new
publication (in EN) funded by the Polish Rural
Network. It sets out to explain and promote
the concept of Smart Villages as a successful
and progressive approach to developing
rural regions. Theory and practice are
compared in order to provide a clear
perspective for all those interested in Smart
Villages for rural Europe.

Rural Development
Programme projects and
practices
See our most recent project and practice
examples from the EU countries’ Rural
Development Programmes.

Past events
ENRD Thematic Group:
Sustainability

ENRD Thematic Group:
Carbon Farming

Agreements

A second meeting of our ENRD Thematic

The second meeting of our ENRD Thematic
Group on Sustainability Agreements took
place earlier this month. It helped to
facilitate discussion and exchanges between
stakeholders and provided the space for
exchanges on good practices around
collective actions on sustainability
agreements and sustainable actions more
generally.

EESC celebrates 60 years
of the CAP
The European Economic & Social Committee
(EESC) held an online thematic debate last
month on the CAP in the context of its 60year anniversary. The event explored the
role of national CAP Strategic Plans in

Group on Carbon Farming looked at how
agri-food initiatives can involve carbon
capture. Members of the Thematic Group
also considered enabling conditions for
upscaling carbon farming in all parts of the
EU. This included a focus on Monitoring,
Reporting & Verification (MRV) for which
several case study examples were presented
from different Member States.

EIP-AGRI Focus Group:
Sustainable ways to
reduce the use of
pesticides in pome and
stone fruit production
The second meeting of the EIP-AGRI Focus

providing contributions to the economic,
social
and
environmental
transition

Group on sustainable ways to reduce the use
of pesticides in pome and stone fruit

encouraged by the European Green Deal.
There was also a special focus on how

production took place on the 14th and 15th of
June in Bologna, Italy. The experts gathered

European agriculture has to adapt to the new

around the table further discussed best

conditions created by the war in Ukraine.
A video recording is available.

practices to deal with pests and diseases in
pome and stone fruits and how these can be
further

EIP-AGRI Focus Group:

adapted

to

different

conditions,

including
prevention
practices,
early
detection, diagnostics, and monitoring. The

Water: Nature-Based
Solutions for water

event also advanced on the inventory of IPM
(Integrated Pest Management) strategies.

management under
climate change
The second meeting of this EIP-AGRI Focus
Group on Nature-Based Solutions for water
management under climate change took
place in Malmö (Sweden) on the 1st and 2nd
of June. The selected experts discussed

EIP-AGRI
Digital

Focus Group:
Tools
for

Sustainable
Management

Nutrient

different approaches and methodologies to

A second meeting of the EIP-AGRI Focus
Group on digital tools for sustainable nutrient

apply Nature-Based solutions at different

management took place on 15 and 16 of

scales: plot, farm, or regional level and for
different farming systems and small water

June in Brussels. Experts from across Europe
were discussing drivers and barriers for

catchments. Challenges and opportunities to

adoption of such tools, main principles and

widely apply Nature-Based solutions were
also discussed. The group visited the

minimum requirements as well as data space
and trust. The event also touched upon the

Tullstorp stream project that showcases a
successful implementation of Nature-Based
solutions to reduce nutrient loss to the Baltic
Sea, prevent flood and drought problems and
create a better ecological status along the
river.

use of these tools for reducing carbon
footprint in plant nutrition. Two farms in
Flanders were visited where experts could
gain new insights in this field.

Upcoming Events
22-23 June 2022

22-23 June 2022

28 June 2022

Circular Economy Working

EIP-AGRI Workshop
Conversion to organic

Shaping the CAP - How to
ensure food security and

farming

green ambitions in times of
crisis

Organiser:
EEB - European Environmental

Organiser:

Bureau

EIP-AGRI

Organiser:
EURACTIV

Find out more

Find out more

Find out more

30 June-1 July 2022

5 July 2022

5 July 2022

11th meeting of the EU
Platform on animal welfare

Forume Européen des
Ruralités,

Launch of HLPE Report on
“Promoting youth

Group

engagement and employment
in agriculture and food
systems
Organiser:
EU Platform on Animal Welfare

Organiser:
Région Nouvelle-Aquitaine et
Cluster Ruralités

Find out more
Find out more

Organiser:
Committee on World Food
Security

Find out more

5-8 July 2022
Worldwide perspectives on
Geographical Indications

Organiser:
FAO - CIRAD

13-23 August 2022

5 September 2022

Workshops and study tour on

Livestock emissions and the
COP26 targets - ATF

nature conservation and
livestock grazing in Europe

Symposium

Organiser:
European Forum on Nature
Conservation and Pastoralism

Organiser:
Animal Task Force

Find out more

Find out more

9 September 2022

20-21 September
2022

20-21 September
2022

23rd National Rural Networks
meeting

ENRD workshop on Green
Architecture

Organiser:
ENRD

Organiser:
ENRD

Find out more

Find out more

23 September 2022

26-28 September
2022

Find out more

European Bee Award
Organiser:
ELO – European Landowners’
Organisation

Find out more

20-21 September
2022

EU Organic Awards
International Conference ‘It’s
time to fly’
Organiser:
Dutch Ministry of Agriculture,
Nature and Food Quality in
association with the Dutch NSU

Smart AgriHubs Final Event

Organiser:
European Commission

Find out more
Find out more

Find out more

26-30 September
2022
European Sustainable Energy
Week
Organiser:
European Commission

Organiser:
Smart AgriHubs

18-19 October 2022

19-21 October 2022

International Meat Summit

Forum Origin, Diversity and
Territories 2022

Organiser:
Teagasc

Organiser:
ODT

Find out more

Find out more

25-27 October 2022

8 November 2022

16-17 November
2022

12th European mountain
convention

EU quality schemes: the
added value for mountain

Find out more

value chains
Organiser:
Euromontana

Organiser:
MOVING EU MAP

Find out more

AGROSMARTglobal
International Congress
Organiser:
KONFEKOOP

Find out more

Find out more

17 November 2022
Livestock emissions and the
COP26 targets - ATF Seminar
Organiser:
Animal Task Force

Find out more
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