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Collection and Exchange of 
Information and Experience 

33 ICT project examples collected 
from 15 Member States 

Ranging in value from  
< 3,000 EUR to over 4.7 million EUR 

Co-financed by 14 
different RDP measures 
from Axes 1, 3 and 4 
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ICT and the Environment 



ICT as a tool at policy and programming level 

 

Digitised LPIS + remote sensing both have 

great potential for supporting the targeting, 

enforcement and monitoring of different policy 

tools 

Some agricultural uses of ICT have 

environmental benefits 

 

e.g. precision farming technology 



6 

ICT as a tool for efficient water management 

at farm level 

 

Information + Technology + Management 

= Efficient use of water (and energy) 

Many specific roles for ICT  

e.g.  

• Remote control of abstraction pumps 

• Collection of real-time hydrological 

and metereological data 

• Irrigation scheduling and application 

• Etc. 
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ICT as a tool for communicating information 

about GHG emissions associated with goods 

and services 

 

Carbon foot-printing and carbon labelling of 

products and associated production/supply chains 

Major methodological issues, but 

huge potential….. 

e.g. 

•  Greater awareness of GHG emissions 

•  Identify areas for reducing emissions 

•  Support climate action strategies 

•  Promote climate compatible 

products and consumption options 
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ICT for Agriculture and Agri-food Chain  
Development 



ICT and Farm Business Management 
– a farmers perspective 

• Use of a wide range of specific 

production related ICT tools – integrated 

through an MIS -  can bring real 

improved efficiency 

• Future possibilities: more automated 

data input, real time information and 

benchmarking 



EAFRD funding for Applied ICT 

• Currently 6 Pillar 2 ICT relevant 

measures – main focus on improved 

farm performance 

• Continued support for ICT in the 

future EAFRD is vital 

• Emphasis on customised tools and 

integrated multi-user ICT systems   



Food chain integration – Marketing and 
transparency issues 

• Revitalising agriculture and the local rural 

economy 

• Focus on direct producer to consumer 

marketing 

• Coordination between producers and with 

consumers is vital – use of wider 

promotional techniques   



Rural living laboratories to improve 
management and marketing 

• Comprehensive laboratories developing  

a range of innovative ICT solutions to 

enhance business performance 

• Adding value by shortening input 

supply and food product chains 

• Increasing transparency 
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ICT, E-governance and Rural Society 



‘Youngsters have lots of 

free time and they 

want to make some 

money’ 

ESTONIAN EXAMPLE:  

‘Entrepreneurs, farmers & 

other rural people need more 

help during the summer’ 



THE PROBLEM:  

They can’t find each other! 





THE PROBLEM:  

Lots of good quality local food…..not enough markets 

 

 

 



ONE SOLUTION: 
Common website promoting the region 



ANOTHER SOLUTION:  
Create a digital cookbook 



French example: Cybermassif  
‘A network for fostering the uptake of ICT in businesses’ 

APPROACH 
• Support creation of regional resource centres 
• Set-up tools & projects to promote sharing of knowledge & skills 
• Raising awareness, promoting innovation, building capacities….. 



Cybermassif:  
‘A network for fostering the uptake of ICT in businesses’ 

METHODS 
 
Support and follow-up at every 
stage of ICT projects : 
 
• Design, development, 

implementation, evaluation 
• Technical support 
• Project management & planning 
• Connection with experts & 

suppliers 
• Conferences, practical 

workshops etc. 



LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGIES 

 ICT essential component of LDSs to 
address market failures 

 Essential to building local 
democracy  
 
 

MAIN CHALLENGES 
 Infrastructure necessary but not 

sufficient 
 Need to support development of 

content  (services / users) 
 Lack of demand doesn’t mean its 

not needed! 
 Local government can be both a 

leader and a catalyst  
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Overall Conclusion 
 

• More can and should be done to promote ICT 
 
• But……there’s a lot happening already 
 
• Rich variety of both small and large initiatives, 

many of which are having a significant impact on 
rural peoples lives 

 


