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Measure 214: Using smart information technology to 
better target Slovakia’s agri-environment schemes 

This series of informative fiches aim to present, in summary, examples of practices and approaches that EU 

Member States and Regions have put in place in order to implement their Rural Development Programmes in the 

current period. These examples want to contribute to the understanding of what has worked well and less well in 

the delivery of the 2007-2013 RDPs and as far as possible, draw lessons in the view of future improvement of the 

programmes.  

Needs addressed  

Facing a budget shortfall, the Ministry of Agriculture 

was unable to implement Measure 214 on all of Slo-

vakia’s grasslands and therefore wanted to apply a 

selective approach. The NGO Daphne agreed with 

the Ministry of Agriculture to develop an approach 

to ensuring that financial support would be precisely 

targeted to the management of the most valuable 

grasslands.  

Key elements of the approach 

Farmers’ applications for support under semi-natural management schemes are assessed against a (geographic 

information system) GIS-based inventory at national level. This classifies most valuable areas according to com-

mon environmental criteria and needs, and prescribes specific management practices that also determine the 

level of support.  

Main results and benefits 

 The targeting of agri-environment payments is much more accurate and reliable at national level.  

 The identification of valuable sites is based mainly on already undertaken mapping and the targeting does 

not need additional investigation or regular sites visits, which are usually done by state administrations or 

advisors.  

 From the beneficiaries’ end, the simplified application procedures (including the introduction of a single ap-

plication form) reduce administrative costs. 

At national level the approach is considered to be the most efficient for targeting semi-natural grassland and it 

is expected that the method will enjoy continued use in future RDPs.  
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Objective(s) 

Improve the targeting of agri-environment payments, so as to ensure that financial support is exclusively allocat-

ed to the management of valuable grasslands and other potentially important natural habitats.   

Main steps and  features of the initiative or approach  

 A detailed, countrywide map-

ping exercise was undertaken 

in 2004 and 2006 by the NGO 

Daphne in order to identify the 

management needs of particu-

lar sites with valuable environ-

mental features. The identifica-

tion of such sites was undertak-

en through the Corine Land 

Cover database, a GIS fed by 

satellite images on a scale of 

1:100 000 and which classifies 

land use information into objective and comparable categories (http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/

COR0-landcover). This process involved a cross-analysis with the existing Land Parcel Information System 

(LPIS) – the main instrument used to identify and quantify the land eligible for direct payments under the first 

pillar of the CAP. 

 As a result, 844 000 ha of grassland sites were identified for more detailed species and habitat mapping and 

further classification through on-site investigation by trained experts. 

 On the basis of the mapping results, Daphne and the SNPA jointly designed and agreed on a classification into 

seven agri-environment schemes (AES) for semi-natural grassland, according to common needs for manage-

ment. Ultimately, the mapping assessed approximately 320 000 ha of grassland as potentially eligible, which 

were entered into a new database for semi-natural habitats. In this process, due to the fact that the mapping 

included agricultural land not covered by the LPIS, extensive work was required to transfer GIS data to LPIS. 

 As a result, with the new database in place, farmers who apply for semi-natural grassland management 

schemes only need to indicate a particular field block, using a single application form. The SNPA then cross-

checks this information against the geographic data derived from the mapping exercise and uses it to identify 

a management scheme (and related payment level) relevant to the biotopes on that particular plot or holding 

before the application is approved.  

 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/COR0-landcover
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/COR0-landcover
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Lessons learnt 

 For the time being, the full impact of the measure is not known, though it is assumed to be very positive 

(based on available expert knowledge). The monitoring of the results of this targeted support approach are 

still pending. 

 The initial costs to establish the database (particularly those related to the mapping – estimated at around 

1€/Ha) were offset by a considerably reduced long-term administrative burden (both for administration and 

beneficiaries). 

 The database does not replace the need to conduct implementation monitoring. The strict penalties foreseen 

need to be enforced in order to discourage farmers from non-compliance with the management provisions 

foreseen in their contract.  

 Regular monitoring should improve contract implementation and provide evidence of effectiveness of the 

grassland schemes. It could also provide inspiration for future improved grassland management provisions. 

 Payments could make clearer distinctions to better reflect the different levels of effort the management pro-

visions require from the farmer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional sources of information 

Report on the ENRD Focus Group on the Delivery of Environmental Services: http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/

app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=A5BC1168-C8C5-6EB2-EA66-720D64516F54 

Examples of the Delivery of Environmental Services supported by the RDPs, as identified by the ENRD Focus 

Group:  

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=A5C4CBC5-B7D5-F886-9963-1CE90D2E7B35  

 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=A5BC1168-C8C5-6EB2-EA66-720D64516F54
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=A5BC1168-C8C5-6EB2-EA66-720D64516F54
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=A5C4CBC5-B7D5-F886-9963-1CE90D2E7B35

