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WHY IS IT ESSENTIAL FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF GHG EMISSIONS?
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Q REPORTING ON GHG EMISSIONS IN EUROPE

submit to the UNFCCC an annual greenhouse gas (GHG)

inventory which is an estimate of emissions and removals.
of GHGs from sources or sinks in a year. The GHG inventory
includes a National Inventory Report (NIR) and the estimate
of GHG emissions by sources and removals by sinks in tables
foll (CRF).TheNIR t
with a pre-defined structure, Firstly, it contains background
information on greenhouse gas inventories, the institutional
arrangements for the preparation of the inventory and a
presentation of national emission and removal related trends
that, for EU Member States may go back to 1980, Secondly,
it presents detalled information on the methodologies
used in the estimations (including references and sources of
information), the data sources, emission estimates and trends
for each one of the six sources and sink categories: (1) energy,
(2) Industrial processes and product use, (3) agriculture,
(4) land-use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF), (5)
waste and (6) other. Finally, the NIR details all supporting
information, including recalculations and changes compared
with the previous inventory. All the material of a national GHG
inventory including its NIR and CRF tables are available at the
UNFCCC’s depository. For all EU Member States, NIRs with the
same content, information and structure are also kept by the
Elonet repository.

e WHY IS THE NIR IMPORTANT EQ
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The NIRis very important i3

Ea(h Member State and the European Union as a whole

Blogy necdx and monitor
/5. This knowledge also supports
‘expands the scientific understanding

between environmental pollution and effects to sources of
pollution and provides a perfect database to serve as an input
in impact modelling exercises.

Figure 1 is extracted from the Italian NIR and shows the long-
term GHG emissions trend from Italian agriculture. The Italian

FURTHER INFORMATION
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and to the decrease of N20
.!.The NIR also explains that ‘the

PAber of animals,especially catte in the whole period
and the use of nitrogen fertilisers, mainly due to the European
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) measures.

Which are the Key Categories for GHG emissions?
A Key Category s an emission or removal that is prioritised
within the national inventory system because its estimate
has a significant influence on a country's total inventory of
greenhouse gases in terms of the absolute level, the trend, or
the uncertainty in emissions and removals, The identification
of a Key Category follows quantitative approaches that take
account of the level or the trend of GHGs and qualitative
criteria. As concerns the level, Key Categories are those that
comprise the cumulative 95% of emissions or removals in
absolute value. Based on the trend, Key Categories have a
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Better data for evaluating the CAP
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Thank you for your attention!

¥ @ENRD_Evaluation

European Evaluation Helpdesk for Rural Development
Boulevard Saint Michel 77-79
B-1040 Brussels
Tel. +32 2 7375130
E-mail info@ruralevaluation.eu
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/evaluation
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