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ENRD Magazine, Summer 2013 Edition
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EU Rural Review 15 'Delivering Environmental Services
Using Rural Development Policy' [22]
Rural Europe plays a central role in the provision of environmental services such as preserving
biodiversity, contributing to climate regulation—by reducing emissions and sequestering carbon,
protecting water quality and availability, preserving soil functionality and air quality, reinforcing
resilience to ﬂooding and/or ﬁre and maintaining landscape values.
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The United Nations has declared 2014 the International Year of Family Farming [31], the primary aim of
which is to promote, develop and strengthen all types of family-oriented agriculture as a socially
valuable, economically viable and environmentally sustainable model.
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