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EU Rural Review 27 ‘Networking’

[1]

This issue of the EU Rural Review examines the role of networking in rural development policy. It
traces how networking has evolved to become a deﬁning characteristic of rural development in
Europe.
All types of rural stakeholders interact in today’s increasingly diverse networking ecosystem. The

publication concludes by considering how Networking will continue to evolve under the future policy
environment.
For more about networking check out ‘networX [2]’, the largest gathering of rural networking
practitioners organised under the current programming period.
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Smart Villages: Using non-LEADER/CLLD cooperation to
support Smart Villages [4]
This brieﬁng document speciﬁcally explores the potential role of non-LEADER/CLLD cooperation for
supporting Smart Villages.
It has been developed primarily by interpreting guidance and experiences from previous
programming periods in the context of the Commission’s proposal for a Regulation on ‘CAP Strategic
Plans’ for the period 2021-2027.
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Smart Villages: 4th Thematic Group meeting
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This is the main report of the fourth meeting [7] of the ENRD Thematic Group (TG) on 'Smart Villages'.
It overviews the main suggestions made by TG members on the future direction of the ENRD thematic
work, looking speciﬁcally at areas in which the TG could support the practical implementation of ideas
behind Smart Villages.
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Smart Villages: 5th Thematic Group meeting

[9]

This is the main report of the ﬁfth meeting [10] of the ENRD Thematic Group (TG) on 'Smart Villages
[11]'.
It overviews the main ideas on how to design 'Smart Village Strategies' which eﬀectively empower
rural communities in diﬀerent national contexts.
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Smart Villages: 7th Thematic Group meeting

[13]

This is the main report of the seventh meeting [14] of the ENRD Thematic Group (TG) on 'Smart
Villages [11]'.
It provides insights on how to use and plan Smart Villages in the future CAP Strategic Plans (according
to the Commission’s proposal for CAP), and how to create synergies between the CAP Strategic Plans
and other funds.
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Smart Villages: 6th Thematic Group meeting
This is the main report of the sixth meeting
[11]'.

[17]

[16]

of the ENRD Thematic Group (TG) on 'Smart Villages

It overviews the main ideas on how EU policy instruments can support Smart Villages now and in the
future, with a particular focus on LEADER, cooperation and the future digital strategies.
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Smart Villages: revitalising rural services through social and
digital innovation [19]
This is the main report of a dedicated ENRD Seminar [20], which overviews the drivers and practical
steps for creating an enabling environment for Smart Villages.
It outlines the wide range of existing tools that can support long-term integrated strategies and rural
communities in the implementation of projects that beneﬁt their territories.
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Smart Villages: 8th Thematic Group meeting
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This is the main report of the eighth meeting [23] of the ENRD Thematic Group (TG) on 'Smart Villages
[11]'.
It provides information about how a speciﬁc village (Lormes, France) has embarked on a participative
process to co-design a ‘village of the future’ and the way they have built diﬀerent components of the
local ‘digital ecosystem’. The report also outlines similar initiatives and plans for developing local
digital ecosystems in Germany, Spain and Donegal (Ireland).
File:
EN [24]
Publication date:
June, 2019
Keywords:
Digitisation, Future CAP, Innovation, Rural business, Rural services, Smart Villages

Rural Connections Magazine, Spring/Summer 2019 Edition
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This edition focuses on networX [26]– the Brussels meeting on 11-12 April 2019 was the largest
gathering of the rural development networking community in the current programming period. The
key messages from networX are highlighted as are the winners of the ﬁrst ever ENRD Rural
Inspiration Awards [27].
Members of the Rural Development community who are making a positive diﬀerence in rural areas
are featured in the ‘Rural perspectives’ section, including great examples of social and digital
communications – from Ireland and at European level – and transnational cooperation projects in the
tourism sector targeting a new kind of tourist and a report detailing the positive impact of the CAP on
rural development in Poland. The regular news round-up includes the latest on the ENRD’s thematic
work on Smart Villages and the Bioeconomy and a report on new rural credit services.
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Networking: 13th NRNs' meeting

[29]

This is the main report of the 13th meeting [30] of the National Rural Networks (NRNs) in the
2014-2020 period. Event co-organised by the Irish Rural Network Support Unit [31].
It overviews exchanges on ways of reinforcing stakeholder engagement; various topics including
networking under the post-2020 Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), Smart Villages [11] and
Generational Renewal [32]; and ﬁnally the networX [2] event (11-12 April 2019 – Brussels, Belgium).
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