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EU Rural Review 26 ‘Smart Villages: Revitalising Rural
Services’ [1]
This issue of the EU Rural Review showcases rural communities across Europe taking the initiative to
ﬁnd practical solutions to challenges they face and seize new opportunities.

It explores how digital and social innovation can be used in new, creative ways to improve basic
services in rural areas. It further looks at national and regional approaches to creating an enabling
environment, as well as how the Rural Development Programmes can catalyse rural service
innovation.
The content of this edition has been informed by the broader ENRD thematic work on ‘Smart Villages
[2]’.
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EU Rural Review 21 'Rural Responses to Challenges in

Europe'

[10]

This issue highlights the relevance of EU Rural Development policy to wider societal challenges and
the practical opportunities to deliver the greatest positive impact on the ground. It focuses on
responses to the challenges of limited rural broadband internet access, global climate change and the
current refugee crisis. It goes on to explore some of the new and developing EU policy tools: multifunded CLLD; the European Fund for Strategic Investments; and the RDP Cooperation Measure.
File:
EN [11]
FR [12]
DE [13]
IT [14]
ES [15]
PL [16]
Publication date:
March, 2016
Keywords:
Broadband, Climate, Cooperation, Digitisation, EFSI, Energy eﬃciency, Environmental
sustainability, GHG & ammonia emissions, LEADER/CLLD, Migrants, Multi-funded CLLD

EU Rural Review 24 'Re-imagining Rural Business
Opportunities' [17]
This issue of the EU Rural Review explores some of the latest thinking and practice in how rural
entrepreneurship can be supported to take advantage of emerging opportunities and latent potential
in order to develop new forms of successful rural business.
Without seeking to ignore the many challenges facing Europe’s rural areas, the issue overviews new
opportunities emerging from sectors ranging from the biotechnology to the experience economy and
from possibilities created by new information technologies to changing consumer demand.
Finally, it examines how the Rural Development Programmes can be deployed strategically to take
advantage of these opportunities, ﬁnding smarter ways to deliver eﬀective business support and
making targeted eﬀorts to overcome some of the speciﬁcally rural challenges.
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EU Rural Review 19 'Improving Stakeholder Involvement'

[25]

This issue examines the importance of stakeholder involvement in rural development and the
methods that can be used to support it. It provides information and guidance on the main types of
stakeholder groups in rural development, the EU legal basis of stakeholder involvement and ways in
which it can contribute to rural development policy. The issue provides examples of good stakeholder
involvement.
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EU Rural Review 11 ‘LEADER and Cooperation’

[32]

This issue focuses on the inter-relationship between two key elements of the LEADER approach - Local
Development Strategies and cooperation.
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EU Rural Review 27 ‘Networking’

[40]

This issue of the EU Rural Review examines the role of networking in rural development policy. It
traces how networking has evolved to become a deﬁning characteristic of rural development in
Europe.
All types of rural stakeholders interact in today’s increasingly diverse networking ecosystem. The
publication concludes by considering how Networking will continue to evolve under the future policy
environment.
For more about networking check out ‘networX [41]’, the largest gathering of rural networking
practitioners organised under the current programming period.
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EU Rural Review 2 ‘Creativity and Innovation in EU Rural
Development’ [49]
This issue of the EU Rural Review showcases some of the diﬀerent types of innovation and creativity
from EU rural areas.
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EU Rural Review 25 'Resource Eﬃciency'

[57]

This issue of the EU Rural Review explores the resource eﬃciency challenge and examines what the
concept of ‘doing more with less’ means for rural development. It highlights how rural areas can
become more resource‑eﬃcient and is focused exclusively on water and soil management.
The issue overviews resource-eﬃcient rural practices and highlights how the EU's Rural Development
policy can be best used to support an improved management of natural resources. Additionally, it
proﬁles the EU's LIFE programme whose pilot projects provide many inspiring examples of sustainable
practices that can be replicated by the agricultural and other rural business sectors.
It is informed by the broader ENRD thematic work on 'Resource‑Eﬃcient [58]Rural Economy [58]'.
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EU Rural Review 12 'Local Food and Short Supply Chains'

[65]

How Rural Development Programmes (RDPs) are contributing to the promotion of local food
production and short supply chains.
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EU Rural Review 5 ‘Cultivating Competitiveness of the EU
Farm, Agri-food and Forest Sectors’ [73]
Supporting EU agriculture, forestry and agri-food industries, combining competitiveness and multifunctionality.
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