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Rural Connections Magazine, Spring/Summer 2019 Edition
This edition focuses on networX [2]– the Brussels meeting on 11-12 April 2019 was the largest
gathering of the rural development networking community in the current programming period. The
key messages from networX are highlighted as are the winners of the ﬁrst ever ENRD Rural
Inspiration Awards [3].

[1]

Members of the Rural Development community who are making a positive diﬀerence in rural areas
are featured in the ‘Rural perspectives’ section, including great examples of social and digital
communications – from Ireland and at European level – and transnational cooperation projects in the
tourism sector targeting a new kind of tourist and a report detailing the positive impact of the CAP on
rural development in Poland. The regular news round-up includes the latest on the ENRD’s thematic
work on Smart Villages and the Bioeconomy and a report on new rural credit services.
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Rural Connections Magazine, Autumn/Winter 2018 Edition

[5]

This edition focuses on communications uncovering the latest thinking from rural networkers while
proﬁling some great examples of communication using digital channels, on-farm knowledge exchange
and marketing initiatives to support Rural Development policy implementation.
The edition also includes the regular news and updates from the ENRD and the EU, as well as a
collection of rural perspectives delving into topics ranging from bioeconomy value chains in Southern
European countries, to initiatives to improve rural broadband, to a World Bank economic report that

demonstrates how the CAP beneﬁts the rural economy and drives growth.
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This edition focuses on the topic of ‘Generational Renewal’ in rural development, exploring what is
being done to welcome and support a new generation of farmers, including through the European
Commission’s legislative proposals for the post-2020 Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).
The edition also includes the regular ‘News and updates’ from the ENRD and the EU, as well as the
usual ‘Rural perspectives’ bringing you stakeholder voices on topics ranging from the largest ever
LEADER/CLLD survey to the new CAP delivery model.
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Rural Connections Magazine, Autumn/Winter 2017 Edition
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This edition examines in depth the concept of ‘rural prooﬁng’ and how it has been applied in practice.
It studies the UK and Nordic approaches and features the visions of European Commissioner for
Agriculture and Rural Development, Phil Hogan, and Guillaume Cros, member of the European
Committee of the Regions.
The edition also includes the regular ‘News and updates’ from the ENRD and the EU, as well as the
usual ‘Rural issues, Rural perspectives’ bringing you stakeholder voices on topics ranging from
community-led rural broadband initiatives to the ﬁrst ever European Rural Youth Parliament.
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LEADER Transnational Cooperation (TNC) Guidance

[26]

This ENRD Guidance is focused on the practical implementation of Transnational Cooperation projects.
It refers to speciﬁc tools to support the processes, these are presented as separate documents.
It complements the 'Guidance for implementation of LEADER Cooperation activities in Rural
Development Programmes 2014-2020 [27]' by the European Commission's DG AGRI.
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Rural Connections Magazine, Spring 2017 Edition
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This edition includes perspectives on LEADER/CLLD, forestry, integrated approaches to rural policy
and the new European Solidarity Corps, as well as short updates from the Slovenian and Slovakian
networks.
The edition’s thematic section brings ‘A focus on… social inclusion’, including an overview of social
inclusion challenges in rural Europe, highlights of ENRD thematic work, consideration of what
LEADER/CLLD can do to foster inclusion, as well as interviews and reports.
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Guidance for implementation of LEADER Cooperation in the
2014-2020 RDPs [36]
This guidance is intended to facilitate the implementation of LEADER Cooperation activities under the
2014-2020 Rural Development Programmes (RDPs).
It was issued by the European Commission's DG AGRI in 2013 and was updated in 2017 to include the
input and recommendations of the Practitioner-led Working Group on LEADER Cooperation run by the
ENRD Contact Point.
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This edition gives a lot of attention to what happened at the major European Conference on Rural
Development in Cork, Ireland 5-6 September 2016 – known as ‘Cork 2.0’. The thematic section has “A
focus on… Cork 2.0", providing an overview of the event, the main messages of the workshops, the
resulting ‘Cork 2.0 Declaration’ in full and a series of 20 diﬀerent participant reactions.
The edition also includes the regular “News and updates” from the ENRD and the EU as well as the
usual “Rural issues, Rural perspectives” section. This features a range of stakeholder voices on topics
ranging from transnational cooperation to local consultation and from a growing European network of
artists to the ﬁrst ever rural digital hub in Ireland.
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LEADER Local Development Strategies: design and
implementation [66]
This is a practical guidance for LEADER/CLLD actors on the role of Local Development Strategies in
implementing the LEADER/CLLD approach. This includes guidance on participative approaches to their
development, an overview of recommended content and action planning.
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"News and updates" include ENRD and NRN work to ‘Unlock the potential of the RDPs’, the European
Fund for Strategic Investments and the new EU Circular Economy action plan.
The "Rural issues, Rural perspectives" section features stakeholder voices on topics ranging from the
new global agreement on climate change to creative rural regeneration and from rural
entrepreneurship to Roma inclusion.
This edition also features "A focus on… LEADER Cooperation", with reports and interviews on interregional, inter-Fund and third country cooperation examples, as well as eﬀorts to harmonise
application processes across RDPs.
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