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Rural Connections Magazine, Spring/Summer 2019 Edition
This edition focuses on networX [2]– the Brussels meeting on 11-12 April 2019 was the largest
gathering of the rural development networking community in the current programming period. The
key messages from networX are highlighted as are the winners of the ﬁrst ever ENRD Rural
Inspiration Awards [3].

[1]

Members of the Rural Development community who are making a positive diﬀerence in rural areas
are featured in the ‘Rural perspectives’ section, including great examples of social and digital
communications – from Ireland and at European level – and transnational cooperation projects in the
tourism sector targeting a new kind of tourist and a report detailing the positive impact of the CAP on
rural development in Poland. The regular news round-up includes the latest on the ENRD’s thematic
work on Smart Villages and the Bioeconomy and a report on new rural credit services.
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Rural Connections Magazine, Autumn/Winter 2018 Edition

[10]

This edition focuses on communications uncovering the latest thinking from rural networkers while
proﬁling some great examples of communication using digital channels, on-farm knowledge exchange

and marketing initiatives to support Rural Development policy implementation.
The edition also includes the regular news and updates from the ENRD and the EU, as well as a
collection of rural perspectives delving into topics ranging from bioeconomy value chains in Southern
European countries, to initiatives to improve rural broadband, to a World Bank economic report that
demonstrates how the CAP beneﬁts the rural economy and drives growth.
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Social innovation and social entrepreneurship in rural areas
[17]

The factsheet overviews tools to respond to current rural challenges (such as demographic change),
the concept and usefulness of social innovation and social enterprise, and inspiring examples related
to these.

It was prepared as background material for the ENRD Seminar [18] on ‘Revitalising Rural Areas through
Business Innovation’ (Brussels, March 2017).
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