
Published on The European Network for Rural Development (ENRD) (https://enrd.ec.europa.eu)

Smart Villages

'Smart Villages' is the sub-theme of the broader ENRD thematic work on 'Smart and Competitive Rural
Areas [1]'.

A Thematic Group (TG) has worked on this topic between September 2017 and July 2020.

In its first year, the TG explored ideas and initiatives around revitalising rural services through digital
and social innovation. It looked at how rural services – such as health, social services, education,
energy, transport, retail – can be improved and made more sustainable through the deployment of
Information  and Communication  Technology  (ICT)  tools  and through community-led  actions  and
projects.

In its second year, between September 2018 and July 2019, the TG acted as a sounding board for
developing practical orientations for using all the policy tools available to help Smart Villages emerge
and develop. At the same time, it continued to provide a platform for linking the various initiatives
taking place, reflecting the growing momentum and interest in the topic at all levels.

In  its  last  third year,  between September 2019 and July  2020,  the TG turned the considerable
momentum that  has been created around Smart  Villages,  into concrete proposals  for  designing
support for Smart Villages in the new programming period, implying at this stage in the programming
cycle a reinforced focus on supporting Managing Authorities, alongside other stakeholder groups.

The TG contributed to the EU Action for Smart Villages [2] by enabling exchange on innovative ways of
creating  more  vibrant,  sustainable  and  attractive  rural  areas  and  by  exploring  how  the  Rural
Development Programmes [3] (RDPs), the EU's Cohesion policy [4] and other financing instruments can
be best used to support this.

This page provides all the information on Thematic Group meetings and related thematic outputs will
be uploaded here on a regular basis.

Visit the ENRD Smart Villages Portal [5]  and discover the many inspiring networks and initiatives
across Europe. Also, follow the results of the Preparatory Action for Smart Rural 21.
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Are you interested in receiving regular updates on the latest around 'Smart Villages'? Please write to
us at smart-villages@enrd.eu [6] to express your interest.

Publications

[7]
EAFRD Projects
Brochure 'Digital
and Social
Innovation in Rural
Services' [8]

[9]
EU Rural Review
26 'Smart Villages:
Revitalising Rural
Services' [10]

[11]
Smart Villages and
the European
Green Deal:
making the
connections [12]

[13]
Smart villages in
Scotland [14]

Case studies & initiatives

Integrated territorial development

Strategy for Inner Areas [15], Italy
Reciprocity Contracts [16], France

Digitisation of rural areas

German strategies for digitising rural areas [17] | Case study
French strategies for digitising rural areas [18] | Case study
Cornwall-UK, Steps towards a digital rural region [19] | Case study
Spanish strategies for digitising rural areas [20] | Case study
Digital Villages [21], Germany
'Smart Countryside' study [22], Finland

Projects & Initiatives

Collection of projects [23]

Projects and initiatives [24] (Smart Villages Portal)

Thematic Briefings

Smart Villages and rural digital transformation [25]

Smart Villages and Renewable Energy Communities [26]

Smart Villages and Rural Mobility [27]

Orientations for policy-makers and implementers

Smart Villages in Poland: ideas for designing support in the future CAP Strategic Plans [28]

Smart Villages in Finland: ideas for designing support in the future CAP Strategic Plan [29]
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How to support Smart Villages strategies which effectively empower rural communities? [30]

How can LEADER/CLLD support Smart Villages? [31]

How to work with Smart Villages? Orientations for LEADER LAGs [32] à add this one
Using non-LEADER/CLLD cooperation to support Smart Villages [33]

How to ensure that digital strategies benefit rural communities? [34]

Briefings

Business models for rural services [35]

Co-designing and co-planning village services [36]

Events

12th TG meeting [37] 'Smart Villages Lab': Overview of ideas for supporting Smart Villages in the
future CAP Strategic Plans and Operational Programmes (2 June 2020) - see meeting higlights
[38]
11th TG meeting [39]'Smart Villages' Lab: Poland - How to design the future support framework
in the CAP Strategic Plans and Operational Programmes' (1 April 2020) - see meeting highlights
[40] and annex [41]

10th TG meeting [42] 'Smart Villages and Renewable Energy Communities' (22 January 2020) -
see meeting higlights [43]

9th TG meeting [44] 'Smart Villages Lab: The Finnish framework for supporting Smart Villages'
(19-20 November 2019) - see meeting highlights [45]

ENRD LEADER Thematic Lab on 'Smart Villages' [46] (17 October 2019) - see meeting highlights
[47]
8th TG meeting [48] 'Villages of the future' (6 June 2019) - see meeting highlights [49]

7th TG meeting [50] 'Working together for Smart Villages – a practical session for policy makers
and implementers' (6 March 2019) - see meeting highlights [51]

6th TG meeting [52] 'Policy instruments supporting Smart Villages' (5 December 2018) - see
meeting highlights [53]

5th TG meeting [54] 'Designing Smart Village Strategies which empower local communities' (4
October 2018) - see meeting highlights [55]

4th TG meeting [56] 'Suggestions for the future direction of the ENRD Thematic Group' (12 June
2018) - see meeting highlights [57]

3rd TG meeting [58] 'Revitalising rural services through digital innovation' (21 February 2018) -
see meeting highlights [59]

2nd TG meeting [60] 'Revitalising rural services through social innovation' (7 December 2017) -
see meeting highlights [61]

1st TG meeting [62] 'Integrated strategic approaches to innovation in rural services' (26 October
2017) - see meeting highlights [63]

Smart Villages: Revitalising Rural Services through Social and Digital Innovation [64] (22 May
2018) - see Seminar highlights [65]

Browse through all events under the broader topic 'Smart and Competitive Rural Areas
[66]'.

Audio-visual

Watch our video – available in English [67], French [68], German [69], Italian [70], Polish [71] and
Spanish [72] – illustrating how local action and digitisation can improve basic services in rural
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areas.
Browse through our YouTube playlist [73] collecting various videos on the topic.

Thematic Group documents

Leaflet [74]

Scoping Paper and Work Plan (working drafts) | 2018 [75] | 2017 [76]| 2019 [77]|
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