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RURALIZATION: Horizon 2020 Project 

RURALIZATION: The opening of rural areas 
to renew rural generations, jobs and farms.

❑ Foresight analysis to 
identify opportunities

❑ Facilitating: rural 
newcomers, new 
entrants to rural areas 
and to farming

❑ Tools to provide access to 
land

❑ Policy development  



Dream Inventory of Youth (18-30 Year 

Olds)

❑ Workshops in 20 
regions 

❑ 2000 young people 
involved (2020)

❑ Destination 
(location) of 
dreams

❑ Livelihood

❑ Accommodation,

❑ Lifestyle

❑ Obstacles



T4.2 Dream Inventory –

Destinations

City area outside the centre

City centre

Remote rural area

Rural area close to a city 
(commutin

g
 di s tance)

Rural village

Suburb in a city area

City area outside the centre

City centre

Remote rural area

Rural area close to a city 
(commutin

g
 di s tance)

Rural village

Suburb in a city area

21%

24%

13%

14%

21%

7%

10%

21%

13%

30%

17%

9%

Current place of residence Dream place of residence

5%

5%
3%

7%
1%

1%

3%

9%

3%

6%
2%

1%

1%
3%
4%

4%
1%

1%

1%
1%
1%

8%

2%
1%

1%
2%

1%

4%

11%

2%

0%
0%

0%

1%
1%
4%

This is not a prediction 
(sample selection bias), but 
evidently there is potential 
to attract new young 
residents to rural areas

n=2,208



Type of Dream Area 

Type of the Dream Areas by Age Group and Gender %

❑ 18–24 years - more urban dreams than the older part (25–30 years). 

❑ 63–71% of respondents dreaming about urban areas were aged 18–24 years. 

❑ Average age of the respondents who dreamed about a city centre was 22.6 years and average age of those 
dreaming about remote rural areas was 24.8 years. 

❑ This is a manifestation of the life-cycle effect: young people move into cities to study and possibly to find a 
partner and start a family; after this, the preferences of many of them turn more rural.



T4.2 Dream Inventory – Profilers of the Dream 

Areas 



T4.2 Dream Inventory – Impact of the Pandemic

How the Coronavirus and its consequences changed the responses given?

“Wouldn’t have considered 
outdoor spaces such as parks 

and gardens as much but 
since Covid 19, I’ve realised 
the extreme importance of 

having a space to be able to 
go outdoors and exercise or 

just to get fresh air”  
Irish Youth 

“Staying away from home 
and loved ones in a time of 

global pandemic has 
strengthened and increased 
my desire to return and get 
involved in my rural place of 

origin”
Italian Youth 



Thank you!! 


