
What are we striving for?
 ♦ Promotion of partnership-based local development , in 

stimulating awareness, networking and active participation 
among all categories of stakeholders.   

 ♦ Raise knowledge of the rural actors in the EU’s approach  to 
rural development especially the LEADER principles. 

 ♦ Provide opportunities for LEADER-type groups to take part in 
transnational (TNC) cooperation projects with EU partners.

 ♦ Learn from and contribute to debates and exchanges related 
to rural development in the EU. 

 ♦ Strengthen the cooperation with ENRD to become equal 
partner in participating on multinational events organized at 
EU level.

 ♦ Share experiences with stakeholders from EU countries to 
take part in events and projects organized and implemented 
in the WB.

THE BALKAN RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
NETWORK - BRDN

WESTERN BALKAN REGION

The Balkan Rural Development Network 
BRDN: a regional platform of NGO-based 
rural development networks in the Western 
Balkan WB.

The overall aim: strengthening the civil soci-
ety and promoting multi-national exchange 
in rural development at regional and EU level.

The asset of BRDN

BRDN brings together the rural development networks 
from Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Ser-
bia, Montenegro and Kosovo*.
The networks are led by the EU democracy principles, embedding the common 
values of the rural people in the WB countries.
Independent from, but recognized by the governments the BRDN member net-
works are crucial assets for effective local  development in the WB. 
A hub of contacts providing collaboration between municipalities NGO’s and lo-
cal entrepreneurs  
Capacities to link directly with stakeholders and to encourage the creation of 
groups, cooperatives or associations which strengthen the voice of local com-
munities.   
The BRDN platform is an added value structure to the WB networks in work-
ing more closely and articulating the mutual interests, through joint planning of 
projects in fulfilling the needs of the rural population.   
Majority of the BRDN networks are partners within PREPARE Partnership for Eu-
rope. BRDN works very closely with Standing Working Group in South East Eu-
rope  (SWG).

Kosovo* “This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion 
on the Kosovo declaration of independence”

Priority areas of cooperation:

 ♦ LEADER activities in creation links at local, national and international level
 ♦ Trade and economic development
 ♦ Agriculture and agro-industry
 ♦ Promotion of cultural heritage and rural tourism
 ♦ Environmental protection 
 ♦ Exchange of information experience,  and knowledge 

Western Balkan Rural 
Development Challenges 

 ♦ Active rural development processes in hand. 
 ♦ Commitment to the reforms in the governmental and other systems to align 

them with standards and policies of the EU through the instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance IPA/ IPARD. 

 ♦ Taking into consideration the needs and capacities of the rural actors 
contributing to creation and successful implementation of rural development 
programs.    

 ♦ Mobilizing and building cooperation between rural stakeholders and 
governments based on the EU LEADER Approach. 

BRDN contact: www.brdnetwork.net 

Poster contact: Petar Gjorgievski  petar.g@ruralnet.mk 

“Empowering rural stakeholders in the 
Western Balkans”, co-initiated by PREPARE, SWG and 
the European Commission.  Three of  BRDN Networks; Montenegro, 
Serbia and  Macedonia – organised the traveling workshops within 
those eventswww.hmrr.hr

www.srbijaruralnet.rs

www.ruralnamreza.ba 

www.ruralportal.me 

www.ruralnet.mk 

afrim_sharku@yahoo.com 
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