
 

Four public meetings on regional development 
 

Basic information  

NRN: Dutch Rural Network 

Theme: Relevant experience 

Coordinator: Rob Janmaat 

Partners: The Department of Rural Areas from the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs. 

Beneficiaries: 160 participants 

Resources: n.a. 

Period: Spring 2012 

Main element of networking: Exchange of relevant experience and know-how amongst 
stakeholders 

Other elements of networking: Building common understanding of common policies  

 

Background 

The Dutch NRN organised four public meetings to explore the issues facing regional development during 
an economic crisis. There is less funding available, the political context is changing and regions are 
becoming more independent.  The meetings focused on the opportunities for the regions to deliver 
successful regional development encouraging more community initiatives with only limited public 
support. 

 

Main activities 

Four public meetings were delivered.  The first meeting identified the changes in the way regional actors 
are organised in regional committees or LAGs.  The topic of the second meeting was financial resources 
for regional development including what governmental support is available and opportunities to secure 
funding through the private sector.  In the third meeting a former minister spoke about the community 
initiatives and the way the government and municipalities respond to these initiators.  The topics from 
the first three meeting were used in the fourth to explore the future of regional committees and LAGs.  

 



 

Main results/benefits 

Participants came from the ministries, provinces, municipalities, civil society, LAGs and advisors.  A total 
of 160 people took part initiating lively debate which generated new insights and ideas.  Articles 
covering the events were also published in magazines.  

 

Success factors 

The number of participants was quite low however this may have been due to the timing of the events – 
a year later may have seen more attending. 

 

Added value of networking 

Participants met new people which led to a broad exchange of ideas and practices between 
organisations and individuals.  

 

Contribution of the NSU 

The Dutch NRN developed the meeting agendas, organised the speakers and sent invitations.  They 
chaired the meetings and wrote blogs for the website to increase the learning from the meetings.    

 

Contribution of the partners 

The Department of Rural Areas from the ministry of Economic Affairs contributed 5000 euros which was 
matched by the participants. 

 

Additional information 

n.a. 
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