
 

Rural Development Twitter Chat 
 

Basic information  

NRN: NL (Netwerk Platteland) 

Theme: Good practice 

Coordinator: Marga de Jong 

Partners: n.a. 

Beneficiaries: Twitter users 

Resources: staff time approx. 6 hrs/week 

Period: From 2010 

Main element of networking: Exchange of relevant experience and know-how amongst 
stakeholders 

Other elements of networking:  Effective stakeholder engagement 

 Building common understanding of common policies     

 Collection, analysis and dissemination of good practice, 
success stories and relevant experience 

 Exchange of relevant experience and know-how amongst 
stakeholders 

 Capacity building and training 

 

Background 

Twitter has been used to develop a discussion exploring rural issues with the use of a specific hash tag to 
aggregate all ‘rural’ tweets. This has enabled a space to evolve where people can share ideas, discuss 
pressing issues, debate hot topics or simply connect with people they may otherwise not have access 
too. The conversation is on-going, and weekly real time chats are organised around topics chosen 
together. 

 

Main activities 

Over the years, hundreds of people have exchanged thousands of tweets. Often issues are chosen that 
have a link to society: EU policies and tax-payers contribution to farming, the production chain and 
consumers impact on animal welfare etc.  By facilitating debates on Twitter and clustering them using 



 

appropriate hash tags a wider network of interested individuals can become involved and contribute. 

 

Main results/benefits 

The main benefits of this approach have been the exchange of knowledge, growth in the network which 
has also become more cohesive and dynamic, and an increased awareness of rural issues. 

 

Success factors 

Good moderation is important as this enables the discussion to develop. 

 

Added value of networking 

In a Twitter-chat, different perspectives on one issue become clearer to all involved, exposing 
participants to other views helping to prevent polarisation. 

 

Contribution of the NSU 

The moderator is a member of NSU staff.  

 

Contribution of the partners 

The entire community help keep the conversations lively, suggest topics and encourage the network 
keeping spirits high! 

 

Additional information 

Also this article 'Farmers leading a Twitter 
Revolution'.  http://www.fwi.co.uk/articles/05/01/2013/137031/the-farmers-leading-a-twitter-
revolution.htm 

 

Pictures 

n.a. 
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