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GENERAL ACTION POINT 

The use of „My EN RD‟ was discussed several times during the meeting and in relation to several different issues.  

The CP will be using „My EN RD‟ more and more for two-way communication with the NRNs and all NRNs are 

encouraged get into the habit of regularly visiting „My EN RD‟ to collect documents and contribute to discussions 

etc.   

 

The CP can provide additional user names to the NRNs for „My EN RD‟ if needed and would prefer the NRNs not 

to share their existing usernames between different users.  All requests for additional user names should be sent 

to the CP via the e-mail address:  myenrd@enrd.eu 

 

 

Agenda Item Opening of the Meeting 

 

Discussion Points 

 

Welcome Statements from DG AGRI 
DG AGRI raised the following points as introductory remarks: 

 It is an excellent opportunity to combine National rural events and NRN meeting to 

bring an EU dimension to regional/national events, provide more opportunities for 

contacts and dialogues with practitioners and multiply the occasions for exchanges 

between stakeholders; 

 The agenda of the NRN meeting reflects an intensified work between NRNs, notably for 

the collection and dissemination of relevant projects, the way to monitor and assess 

network activities, the synergies to be created when organising events, the exchanges 

of knowledge on  common topics of interest issues (NRN thematic initiatives); 

 It is important that rural networks work together and bring up at EU level key 

information as regards rural development and the implementation of the policy e.g. key 

challenges, the way the policy instruments are used, what works well and what does 

not work well; 

 The future of the CAP has been and will be a core area of interest for ENRD 

stakeholders. NRNs will continue to contribute as appropriate. 

 

Agenda Item General EN RD Update 

 

Presentation State of Play with the Thematic Working Groups 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=78428A18-E53F-C75D-7242-
ED1236125720 

 

Discussion 

Points 

 

The purpose of the presentation was to inform about the TWG‟s achievements to-date and 

about the next steps they are planning to undertake.  Following completion of phase 1, TWGs 

1, 2 and 3 are now preparing for the dissemination of their results via reports, case studies, 

information brochures and seminars.  Meanwhile, TWG 4 is about to finalise its step 1 report 

which includes case studies on delivery mechanisms in ES, IT, IE, AT, LU and BG.  A review 

of methodology is envisaged as part of step 2, followed by another 6 case studies to be 

completed by the end of 2010. 

 

The NRNs stressed that it would be useful to have clear and simple versions/descriptions of 

the TWG outputs that can be used for further communication and dissemination. 

 

mailto:myenrd@enrd.eu
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=78428A18-E53F-C75D-7242-ED1236125720
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=78428A18-E53F-C75D-7242-ED1236125720
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Action Points 

 
 Each TWG is planned to finish with outputs that are easy to disseminate and share by the 

NRNs; 

 CP to check PL representative participation issue in TWG4 (week of 27/09). 

 

Presentation Progress with the NRN Self-Assessment Tool-Kit 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784408C0-0292-B75F-B540-

6CC55B4FA91B 

 

Discussion 

Points 

 

Participants were reminded of the concept, purpose and proposed next steps for assembling 

the Self-Assessment Tool-Kit.  It was stressed again that is based upon the voluntary sharing 

of self-assessment tools that many NRNs have so-far developed to-date.  Ideally – if agreed 

by the NRNs – this may ultimately lead to NRN self-assessment carried out in a consistent 

way that would generate comparable information.  It was explained that this activity 

complements the work carried out by the Evaluation Expert Network (EEN) on comparing 

approaches taken for the evaluation of the four programme NRNs.  For further information, 

see: http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=872FF4F3-F76A-CCF3-

63D8-A0B1FB70F601 

 

Action Points 

 
 CP to finalise the draft paper on the “Self-Assessment Tool-Kit for National Rural 

Networks” and send to NRNs for feedback via My EN RD (week of 01/11); 

 NRNs to provide examples of self-assessment tools via My EN RD (this is an on-going 

activity – an explanatory e-mail to be sent to the NRNs by the CP by end September). 

 

Presentation EN RD Communication Tools 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=78459DFB-FA44-17F7-AC2A-

8428CD4543B5 

 

Discussion 

Points 

 

An update was provided on the new or improved EN RD communication tools and the 

opportunities to further enhance these communication tools, including through partnership 

with the NRNs.  For example, a Media Gallery is under development by the EN RD Contact 

Point and NRNs are invited to share relevant rural development images via this gallery.  A 

photo competition may also launched as a first step towards collecting and sharing a range of 

high quality pictures, with exclusive right for use given to the EN RD, NRNs and all their 

members. 

 

A number of the NRNs stressed that social networking tools have been highly effective for 

enhancing their own communication activities and it was confirmed by the Contact Point that 

the possibility of integrating social networking tools into the EN RD is currently being 

reviewed.   

 

Action Points 

 
 Two-way communication between the NRNs and ENRD - CP will send a reminder by 

1/10/10 to NRNs outlining the new communication tools and inviting them to provide 

feedback.  NRNs are also requested to provide CP with details of their own 

communication tools and any big themes/events to be covered in the near future; 

 Advance notice about EN RD Photo Gallery – the CP will inform NRNs when the proposed 

photo gallery is up and running and at that stage will invite NRNs to provide 

images/photos of their own events/projects/countries.  Also CP will contact NRNs 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784408C0-0292-B75F-B540-6CC55B4FA91B
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784408C0-0292-B75F-B540-6CC55B4FA91B
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=872FF4F3-F76A-CCF3-63D8-A0B1FB70F601
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=872FF4F3-F76A-CCF3-63D8-A0B1FB70F601
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=78459DFB-FA44-17F7-AC2A-8428CD4543B5
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=78459DFB-FA44-17F7-AC2A-8428CD4543B5
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regarding photo competition when it is to be launched. 

 

Presentation Calendar of Coming EN RD Events 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784713FA-F08A-E1E3-000D-

AA0004FAFE0B 

 

Discussion 

Points 

 

An update on upcoming EN RD and European-level events was provided, followed by a 

discussion with NRNs on some organisational aspects of the events.  The Wallon NRN 

highlighted the availability of additional meeting facilities in Belgium (outside Brussels and/or 

in rural areas) e.g. for the purpose of NRN meetings linked to future EN RD committee 

meetings. 

 

A workshop for „new Leader territories‟ is planned for early January 2011 and this was 

discussed with the NRNs, including the selection criteria for LAG participation in the event; 

the specific issue of identifying eligible groups to participate from Romania and Bulgaria; 

workshop language coverage; circulation of a questionnaire assessing the needs of new 

LAGs, and; the possibility of internet broadcasting for those LAGs unable to participate.  

  

Action Points 

 
 NRNs are invited to join the Semi-subsistence seminar in Sibiu (13-15 October, 2010), or 

to propose participants, as places are still available; 

 NRNs will be invited to identify a maximum of 2 LAGs at the Enlarged LsC on 12/11/2010 

(travel and accommodation costs not covered by DG AGRI or CP); 

 NRNs will be invited to propose specialised experts for the Public Goods Seminar 

(10/12/2010).  A waiting list will also be opened; 

 CP to provide a note to NRNs regarding the New LAG event on 19-20/01/2011 (week of 

27/09) and the process foreseen for invitations; 

 Regarding EN RD involvement in NRN events with an EU dimension – the CP to identify 

speakers, support for information and communication, provide information stands, 

support to TNC. 

 

Agenda Item RDP Projects Database 

 

Presentation RDP Projects Database: An NRN Tool for Sharing RDP Experiences 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7849C25E-B8E9-802F-ABB0-

E217B83AEE87 

 

Discussion Points 

 

A brief background to the RDP Projects Database was presented together with an 

introduction to the potential uses of the postcards, including a new series of EN RD 

brochures featuring RDP project examples.  It was noted that around four editions of the 

brochure are planned to be published each year and that NRNs can propose themes for 

forthcoming editions of the new brochure series. 

 

Subsequent discussion focused mainly upon refining the RDP Projects Database „postcard 

template„ that is available for the NRNs to download from „My EN RD„, including: 

 minor adaptations to the template for collecting relevant information on LEADER, TNC 

and axis 2 related projects; 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784713FA-F08A-E1E3-000D-AA0004FAFE0B
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784713FA-F08A-E1E3-000D-AA0004FAFE0B
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7849C25E-B8E9-802F-ABB0-E217B83AEE87
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7849C25E-B8E9-802F-ABB0-E217B83AEE87
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 the importance of establishing an on-line tool/template as soon as possible to facilitate 

the quick and easy submission of postcard information, and; 

 ensuring complementarity (as much as practicable) with existing national databases. 

 

NRN representatives at the meeting were asked to identify possible RDP projects for 

postcards on the themes of ICT and „green growth‟ projects.  These themes are expected to 

be featured in the next editions of the new brochure series.  NRN responses were received 

from BE (Wallonia), SE, SI, PT and UK (Wales).  NRNs were also asked to consider and what 

obstacles might exist to identifying information for the postcards.  Responses included: 

difficulties experienced in gaining information from managing authorities; and the amount of 

preparatory work that might be involved with surveying LAGs to identify LEADER project 

examples. 

  

Action Points The following targets and deadlines from the 9th NRN are still requested: 

 5 additional postcards per NRN by end September 2010 – preference for ITC projects
1
 if 

available; 

 another 5 additional post cards per NRN by end of November 2010 – preference for 

„green growth‟ projects
2
 if available.  Postcards can be submitted individually or in 

batches. 

 

Agenda Item Developing the NRN Thematic Initiatives 

 

Presentation Social Farming, Forestry and Strengthening Rural Entrepreneurship: Update and 
Development 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784B9392-F55E-E337-C67C-

B807ED086619 

 

 Social Farming 

Discussion Points 
 

An overview paper has been prepared and was to be presented at the International Social 

Farming in Mechelen, Belgium.  The paper uses case studies to highlight obstacles and 

opportunities linked to the expansion of social farming as a rural development tool. 

 

No further specific work is anticipated on this NRN thematic initiative after finalization of the 

Overview Paper, however discussions highlighted a possible option for integrating social 

farming within the NRN thematic initiative on Strengthening Rural Entrepreneurship. 

 

Action Points 

 
 International Social Farming Conference in Mechelen (BE) on 30/09 and 01/10/2010 - 

the BE-FL encourages all NRNs to join, or nominate other participants, in order to 

ensure the success of this event; 

                                                           
1
 For example:  Broadband infrastructure; computerised farming or forestry; IT skills training; distance learning; tele-working; E-commerce; 

high-tech rural businesses; E-services; rural tourism on-line booking; GPS heritage trails etc. 

2
 For example:  Organic farming; biodiversity conservation; renewable energy; water management; waste minimisation; climate action; 

green tourism etc. 

 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784B9392-F55E-E337-C67C-B807ED086619
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784B9392-F55E-E337-C67C-B807ED086619
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 Next steps – current work plan, including Overview Paper and case studies will be 

completed by end of September.  Final report with further case studies (in RDP Projects 

Database postcard format) will be disseminated by the end of December. 

 

 Forestry 

Discussion Points 

 

Following the preparation of a detailed background paper exploring RDP support for forestry 

projects, this initiative‟s work has focused on three main areas (each taken forward by 

specific NRNS):  a) biomass opportunities are being investigated by the Finnish NRN with a 

particular focus on short energy chains linked to combined heat and power plants; b) the 

Spanish and Belgian–Wallon networks are examining the multi-functional potential of forests 

and paying special attention to public goods and services available from EU forests, and; c) 

in Italy a novel proposal is being examined to adapt a territorial farm management tool for 

use by private sector forest operators. 

 

Action Points 

 
 Background paper and case studies (in RDP Projects Database postcard format) will be 

completed and disseminated by the end of December 2010; 

 NRNs which have proposed possible joint activities around the identified themes are 

invited to finalise and communicate their proposals/work plan in order for other NRNs to 

express their interest. 

 

 Strengthening Rural Entrepreneurship 

Discussion Points 
 

A brief overview was presented of the outcomes of the workshop held in Malta (1 July), 

including the identification of potential sub-themes.  Discussion then focused upon one 

activity – the international conference being organized by the Netherlands and Wallon NRNs 

in Turnhout (BE) on „Supporting Regional Entrepreneurship‟ (19 November 2010).   

 

This conference is actively linked to the Strengthening Rural Entrepreneurship Thematic 

Initiative and supported by staff of the Contact Point.  The conference aims to raise 

awareness about rural entrepreneurship opportunities and network experiences in a regional 

context with the specific themes of: knowledge and creativity; capital and financial support 

(especially from non-governmental sources); new markets; strategic networks; enterprise in 

the public sector; and entrepreneurial applications for/from public goods.  

 

Action Points 
 

 NRNs are invited to a) participate in the European days co-organised by WAL-BE and NL 

networks on 18 & 19/11/2010 (http://eu-ruraldays.blogspot.com) and b) to suggest 

speakers on rural entrepreneurship for the „Regional Entrepreneurship‟ conference 

workshop.  This is an urgent request for speakers – please contact Marieke Koot at 

m.koot@etcnl.nl immediately.  

 

 General Discussion about the Thematic Initiatives 

Discussion Points 
 

It was noted that all of the case study material being produced by the NRN thematic 

initiatives should be prepared using the template for the RDP Projects Database.   

There are a number of expert days available during the next 12 months to support the NRN 

thematic initiatives (notably Strengthening Rural Entrepreneurship), but this resource is only 

available to match tangible inputs/activities from the NRNs.   

http://eu-ruraldays.blogspot.com/
mailto:m.koot@etcnl.nl
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Action Points 

 
 Greater participation of the NRNs in the Joint Thematic Initiatives is encouraged and 

expert days will be available (subject to request and approval) to support NRNs in the 

establishment and implementation of joint activities within the framework of the existing 

Thematic Initiatives, with a particular emphasis upon rural entrepreneurship.  

 There is also the potential for the introduction of new topics for Thematic Initiatives and 

this should be considered by all NRNs. 

 

Agenda Item NRN Current Activities 

 

Presentations UK National Rural Network and the Rural Development Programme England Network 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784CEA2D-9618-9452-2650-

E0AD13F049C9 

 

Rural Network for Northern Ireland 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784DD22F-A293-4D91-F434-

FCF8011B25EE 

 

Wales Rural Network 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784EB41A-C854-DD0E-CB00-

0762C45498C5 

 

Scottish National Rural Network 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784F8037-9DBA-1530-0F05-

38B6D95CF76E 

 

Poland National Rural Network 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7852169D-D69C-2AD9-260A-

0FD0E13D700A 

 

Discussion Points 

 

United Kingdom NRN 
Since in the UK there are 4 linked and integrated country networks in Scotland, Northern 

Ireland, Wales and England, plus one umbrella hub network – the UK National Rural 

Network (UK NRN)] - there were short presentations from each one of them.  The Wales 

Rural Network explained that a training programme is going to be organised for the Wales 

LAGs in close cooperation with a university.  It was highlighted by the CP that any feedback 

on this training can be a food for thought for the preparation of the New LAG event 

organised by DG AGRI in January 2010. 

 

Poland NRN 
The general description and organisational structure of the Polish NRN as well as its current 

activities were presented to the participants.  Discussion amongst participants mainly 

focused on the issue of the collection of LAG maps from all the EU MS by the EN RD CP.  All 

the participants found it useful to make these LAG maps available on the EN RD website and 

to create one single map compiling all the LAGs selected in Europe. 

Action Points  Further insertion of remaining NRN profiles on EN RD website by CP.  Outstanding 

profiles (FR, DK, IT, LT, LV, UK-NI, RO) are requested from the NRNs by 8/10/10; 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784CEA2D-9618-9452-2650-E0AD13F049C9
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784CEA2D-9618-9452-2650-E0AD13F049C9
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784DD22F-A293-4D91-F434-FCF8011B25EE
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784DD22F-A293-4D91-F434-FCF8011B25EE
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784EB41A-C854-DD0E-CB00-0762C45498C5
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784EB41A-C854-DD0E-CB00-0762C45498C5
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784F8037-9DBA-1530-0F05-38B6D95CF76E
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=784F8037-9DBA-1530-0F05-38B6D95CF76E
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7852169D-D69C-2AD9-260A-0FD0E13D700A
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7852169D-D69C-2AD9-260A-0FD0E13D700A
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 CP will also upload as soon as possible all existing NRN profiles (PPT presentations) 

from current and previous NRN meetings; 

 NRNs to provide maps of LAGs when available. 

 

Agenda Item Technical Issues Forum 

 

Presentations  Issues Regarding the Co-operation Platform 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7853EA61-FAFF-85B9-69CE-

B29C7F108DA4 

 

Introduction of New Information Tools for the TNC Guide 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=785620E1-AC31-6B53-6701-

2DB6DA0FEAC5 

 

Discussion Points 

 

Recent work on the Leader Co-operation Offers Database has been directed by stakeholder 

feedback and focused on simplifying its functionality – both for data entry and viewing.  The 

new developments were explained and further NRN feedback was requested on specific 

points.    

 

Findings from the LsC focus group were reported regarding additional information that 

would be useful to augment the TNC guide.  This included more detailed information about 

TNC administrative procedures in different RDP territories.  Wider understanding about 

procedures such as relevant rules, definitions for common eligible actions and the frequency 

of application rounds in different RDP territories were welcomed by the NRNs. 

 

A fiche has been prepared to collect this type of information.  The fiche can also be used for 

exchanging information about a variety of other types of TNC administrative procedures. 

 

Action Points LAG and Co-operation Databases 

 CP to send LAG codes, user names and passwords for both databases (copy NRNs) by 

the week of 27/09; 

 NRN feedback expected (by 04/10) on LAG database structure and features. 

 

Information Tools (TNC fiche, TNC manager contact data and project call periodicity) for the 

TNC Guide 

 CP to circulate TNC Info Tool templates to NRNs (week of 27/09); 

 NRNs to complete the TNC fiches  by 29/10; 

 NRNs to complete info on TNC manager contact data and project call periodicity by 

15/10/2010. 

  

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7853EA61-FAFF-85B9-69CE-B29C7F108DA4
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=7853EA61-FAFF-85B9-69CE-B29C7F108DA4
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=785620E1-AC31-6B53-6701-2DB6DA0FEAC5
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/filedownload.cfm?id=785620E1-AC31-6B53-6701-2DB6DA0FEAC5
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Results from Feedback Form and Comments 

A total of 49 participants (without the EN RD CP and DG AGRI staff) were present on the 10th NRN meeting - of 

which 47 were NRN representatives, plus observers from TTS Research and the Leibniz Institute for Agricultural 

Development in Central and Eastern Europe.  The evaluation below is based upon 28 feedback forms. 

 

Participants were firstly asked to indicate whether they agree or disagree with the following statements: 

 

 Strongly 
agree 

 
Agree 

 
Neither 

 
Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

No. of 
replies 

Notification/communication about the meeting was 
good 

9 
(35%) 

15 
(58%) 

2 
(7%) 

0 0 26 

Organisation of the meeting whilst in Edinburgh was 
good 

8 
(32%) 

11 
(44%) 

3 
(12%) 

1 
(4%) 

2 
(8%) 

25 

The meeting room was appropriate for this meeting 6 
(24%) 

13 
(52%) 

2 
(8%) 

3 
(12%) 

1 
(4%) 

25 

All presentations were clear and easy to understand 4 
(15%) 

16 
(62%) 

4 
(15%) 

2 
(8%) 

0 26 

The meeting provided me with new and relevant 
information  

11 
(41%) 

12 
(44%) 

3 
(11%) 

1 
(4%) 

0 27 

I made new and useful contacts during the meeting 8 
(31%) 

15 
(58%) 

3 
(11%) 

0 0 26 

There was enough time for questions and discussion 4 
(15%) 

15 
(58%) 

7 
(27%) 

0 0 26 

All discussions were useful and stimulating 1 
(4%) 

17 
(65%) 

6 
(23%) 

2 
(8%) 

0 26 

I was able to express my comments, questions and 
ideas 

6 
(24%) 

16 
(64%) 

3 
(12%) 

0 0 25 

The Contact Point team responded well to all 

questions 

8 

(31%) 

15 

(58%) 

3 

(11%) 

0 0 26 

I feel part of an active and effective network 9 
(35%) 

14 
(54%) 

3 
(11%) 

0 0 26 

Participation in the meeting was worthwhile for 
me/my NRN 

10 
(40%) 

13 
(52%) 

2 
(8%) 

0 0 25 

Overall, the meeting was a successful EN RD event 5 
(20%) 

16 
(64%) 

3 
(12%) 

1 
(4%) 

0 25 

 

Secondly, participants were asked to indicate their satisfaction with each specific session of the meeting: 

 

  
Not Useful 

 
Useful 

 
Very Useful 

No. of 
replies 

General ENRD Update      
State of play with the Thematic Working Group Activities 4 

(18%) 
16 

(73%) 
2 

(9%) 
22 

Progress with the NRN Self-Assessment Tool-Kit 4 
(17%) 

11 
(46%) 

9 
(37) 

24 

EN RD Communication tools 4 
(16%) 

12 
(48%) 

9 
(36%) 

25 

PIKSE RDP Project Database 2 
(9%) 

10 
(43%) 

11 
(48%) 

23 

Developing the NRN Thematic Initiatives     
Social Farming 4 

(17%) 
15 

(62%) 
5 

(21%) 
24 

Forestry 3 
(14%) 

15 
(68%) 

4 
(18%) 

22 

Strengthening Rural Entrepreneurship 2 
(10%) 

15 
(75%) 

3 
(15%) 

20 

Discussion  2 
(14%) 

11 
(79%) 

1 
(7%) 

14 
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Not Useful 

 
Useful 

 
Very Useful 

No. of 
replies 

NRN Current Activities 2 
(10%) 

15 
(75%) 

3 
(15%) 

20 

Technical Issues Forum 1 
(6%) 

13 
(72%) 

4 
(22%) 

18 

Forthcoming Activities 0 9 
(60%) 

6 
(40%) 

15 

 

Further comments: 

 The combination of Co-operation Fair and NRN meeting was very good.  But do not leave the NRN meeting 

for the end.  People are tired and cannot follow and participate as much as they want to  

 The agenda was too full for the limited time available (too much information for a 4 hour meeting)  

 It would have been better to work in groups and not in a plenary session 

 Too many presentations about subjects which are not 100% useful for everyone 

 One full day as a minimum is needed for the NRN meetings (besides broader activities) 

 Please think about the field visits next time, because that is something really interesting also for us 

 More time should be dedicated within the NRN meetings to Member State presentations and discussion on 

success stories and problems 

 Next time it would be useful to have time to discuss the assessment of NRNs (efficiency and effectiveness) 

 The meeting room was nice, but when the sun was shining it was not possible to see the presentations 

 All speakers should talk like Mark Redman, clearly and slowly. 

 

ONE thing that will make the next meeting better: 

 Accommodation in one hotel and closer to where the meeting takes place 

 More active participation of the NRNs, there was too much input from the CP and DG AGRI 

 Not only updates on the work done.  It would be nice to choose one theme for a workshop  

 Try to do less more effectively and avoid Friday afternoon – it is not so great! 

 Use time better in order to avoid that people have to leave in the middle of the meeting 

 Speed dating in order to identify collaboration initiatives between NRNs 

 There should be less presentations 

 Larger font size on the Powerpoint slides 

 More appropriate room/space with better visual facilities to be able to see the presentations.  Ensure 

windows have blinds 
 It would be great to join a field trip 

 

ONE action the NRNs will carry out as a result of their participation in this meeting: 

 Complete RDP Project Database (PIKSE) postcards (6 responses)  

 Make sure that PIKSE postcards are sent to the CP on time 

 Be more active in transnational cooperation (4 responses) 

 Transfer co-operation offers to our LAGs and explain My EN RD to them 

 Get in touch with the Rural Network of Northern Ireland on youth thematic group 

 Explore a bit more the EN RD website and My EN RD 

 Using My EN RD more often (2 responses) 

 Advise EN RD Contact Point what communication tools we are using (2 responses) 

 Activate our participation in NRN Thematic Initiatives 

 Push the rural entrepreneurship initiative further 

 Dissemination of information especially about the forthcoming activities 

 Contribute to the NRN Self-Assessment Tool-Kit 


