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Biographies 
 

Plenary session 
 
Speakers: 

Mr. Petri Rinne, LAG Manager, Joutsenten Reitti Local Action Group, Finland 

Since 2001, Petri Rinne has worked as the Manager of the Joutsenten Reitti 
LAG in SW-Finland, and was the first to introduce the LEADER approach to this 
area both in terms of programme design and implementation. Creativity and 
internationalisation are the two focus points of his work. He has also done 
consulting work on LEADER dissemination in most of the New Member States 
as well as Russia, Mozambique and the Republic of South Africa. Together with an OECD 
colleague, Mr Philip Wade, he has published a LEADER Dissemination Guide Book in 2008. Mr 
Rinne represents Finland in the European Leader Association for Rural Development (ELARD). 
 
Mr. Adrian Neal, Team Leader, Contact Point of the European Network for 
Rural Development  

Adrian Neal is currently the Team Leader of the Contact Point of the European 
Network for Rural Development (ENRD), based in Brussels, working closely 
with DG AGRI on a range of rural development issues. He has a first degree in 
Management Science (Marketing) from Lancaster University and a Masters 
Degree in Agricultural Economics from Wye College, University of London 
(now Imperial College). He is a policy analyst, who has specialised in international agriculture 
and rural development policy in various Member States. He has also worked extensively in EU 
pre-accession and candidate countries on a range of institutional and policy issues on agriculture 
and rural development over the last seventeen years. 
 
Mrs. Pascale Van Doren, Group Leader, Contact Point of the European 
Network for Rural Development  

Pascale Van Doren is a member of the Permanent Contact Point Team of the 
European Network for Rural Development. She coordinates the networking  
activities between the National Rural Networks and transnational cooperation. 
Her expertise in the field of territorial policy focuses mainly on the challenges of promoting 
innovation and knowledge, interregional cooperation and territorial governance. Evaluation and 
forward planning represent her two key areas of expertise.   Pascale Van Doren is a civil 
engineer specialising in agronomy and a graduate in business management from the University 
of Louvain-la-Neuve (BE). 
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Workshop A: Implementing a local development strategy: quality management & sound 
financial management 

 
Speakers: 

Mr. Gildas Roger, LAG Manager, LAG Pays de Ploërmel, France 

Gildas Roger, 33 years old, graduated in Political Sciences from the University of Paris 
(Université Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne) and has a Masters Degree in Public Policy and 
Administration  (Université Paris II Panthéon-Assas). After 4 years working as a rural 
development consultant in a non-governmental organisation, he joined the team of the « Pays 
consultant de Ploërmel-Cœur de Bretagne » in order to lead the Local Action Group and assist 
the projects managers with European programs. He is also the deputy mayor in charge of 
finance, trade and craft industry in a local municipality. 
 
Mr. Ian Dempsey, Chief Executive Officer, West Cork Development Partnership, 
Ireland  

Ian Dempsey is the Chief Executive Officer of the West Cork Development 
Partnership, a locally based not for profit organisation which devises and 
implements innovative, integrated economic and community development 
stategies in the West Cork region (www.wcdp.ie). Principal amongst its 
development programmes and supports are the EU Rural Development Programme 2007-2013, 
the Local and Community Development Programme, The Rural Social Scheme, The Warmer 
Homes Scheme, The West Cork Rural Recreation Officer and Walks Development Programme, as 
well as the multi-award winning Fuchsia Brand Initiative (www.westcorkaplaceapart.com)  
He is one of the most experienced practitioners currently working in Rural Development, with 
almost 20 years of LAG management experience. He is a skilled strategist, innovator and 
systems developer. He is a graduate of University College Galway, the Dublin Institute of 
Technology and University College Cork. He was the recipient of the Innovative Program Award 
bestowed by the Community Development Society of North America. Through his work in rural 
development he represents a number of West Cork economic and community development 
interests on a variety of regional, national and international committees and fora. 
  
Mrs. Julie Walk, LAG Auerbergland, Germany 

Julia Walk was born in 1980 and lives and works in South Bavaria. Her working 
career started when she was sixteen and working as an industrial business 
management assistant. In 2004 she obtained her Master of business 
administration with a major in consulting, business development and 
marketing. Since 2004, she has worked as a freelance consultant and project 
manager in national and transnational projects, e.g. LEADER+ and INTERREG. 
Aside from this role, she also works as a trainer for fitness and health. Her main activity is for 
Auerbergland e.V., an association of municipalities and LAGs in Leader+. She is active in project 
management, administrative and strategic affairs, with a special focus on monitoring and 
evaluation. 
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Moderators:  

Mr. Robert Lukesch, Contact Point of the European Network for Rural 
Development 

Robert Lukesch, born 1955 in Vienna, lives on a small farm in Eastern Styria 
(AT), and is active in local and regional development, development co-
operation and organizational development. In 1989, he started to work for the 
consultancy firm ÖAR Regionalberatung GmbH, and from 1997 onwards as an 
associate partner. His scope of activities includes designing and facilitating 
decision-making processes and strategy and management consultancy. He is involved in the 
shaping and evaluation of European rural development- and structural fund programmes, as 
well as team development. He is also active in giving policy advice, training and coaching. He 
was team leader of the Leader II ex-post evaluation and participated as a core team member in 
the European synthesis of the mid-term evaluations of Leader+. He was also involved in the 
European synthesis of the ex-ante evaluations of the Rural Development Programmes co-funded 
by the EAFRD. Most recently, he contributed as a core team member to the ex post evaluation 
of Leader+. He worked as an expert for the European Leader Network over three periods since 
1995 and is currently a core team member of Rureval, the European evaluation network for 
rural development. In November 2010, he facilitated the final conference of the ARC2020, a 
European civil society network which drafted a message to the European Commission 
concerning the future of European rural policy. 
 
Mr. Panagiotis Patras, Regional Rural Development Company Manager, 
Member of ELARD 

Mr. Panagiotis Patras has gained extensive professional experience within the 
framework of EU rural development programmes over a career spanning 18 
years. From 1994 to 2007 has worked as Lag manager of the local development 
agency “Development Centre of Kalambaka-Pyli S.A”, (KENAKAP SA) in Central 
Greece. He was the first to introduce the LEADER approach to this area both in terms of 
programme design and implementation. Today, he is General Director of the regional 
development agency “THESSALIA”. Moreover, Mr. Patras has significant international 
experience, working as a rural development expert in the pre-accession programmes SAPARD 
and IPARD in Bulgaria, Slovenia, Turkey, Cyprus, Romania and Croatia. In this role he advised 
public authorities (Ministries, Managing/Paying Agencies and Lag’s) on their LEADER 
programmes and on networking at local and national level. He has been President of ELARD 
(European LEADER Association for Rural Development) since 2007, as representative of the 
Greek LEADER Network. Mr Patras participates in activities of the European Network for Rural 
Development (EN RD) as member of both the Coordination Committee and the LEADER 
Subcommittee of the EN RD, representing ELARD. He is also member and co-chair of Focus 
Group 1:”Implementation of the bottom-up approach” and member of the Thematic Working 
Group 4. 
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Workshop B: Dynamics of implementation 

 
Speakers: 

Mr. Tom Burston, LAG Co-ordinator, Northumberland Uplands Local Action 
Group, United Kingdom 

Tom Burston was born and brought up in rural Northumberland. After 
graduating from the University of Durham and the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, he secured a position in the community development team of 
the Aga Khan Rural Development Programme in Kashmir, Pakistan. Mr. 
Burston has worked in the international development sector across a number of countries, 
including Pakistan, Afghanistan, Indonesia, Sudan, Malawi and Ethiopia. During this time he has 
gained direct experience of development planning, participatory appraisal, humanitarian aid 
delivery and the management of integrated development programmes. He has now returned to 
the UK to coordinate the Leader LAG, and brings a wide outlook on development priorities at 
the same time as embracing and understanding local needs and local values. 
 
Mr. Günter Salchner, LAG Manager, Ausserfern Local Action Group, Austria 

Since 2001, Günter Salchner has been the manager of the Local Action Group 
“Ausserfern”. Previously, he worked for an environmental and ERDF consulting 
company “Alpine Research Institute (AFI)”. He was responsible for the German 
branch office of the common technical secretariat of the ERDF Pilot Action 
Programme “Eastern Alps”.  He was also a member of an international expert 
group entrusted with elaborating the INTERRG IIIB Programme “Alpine Space”. Günter Salchner 
studied ecology at the University of Innsbruck and business administration at the Management 
Centre Innsbruck. He also holds a MAS degree in regional management (Technical University of 
Dresden). 

Ms. Kristiina Liimand, Executive Director, Tartu Rural Development 
Association, Estonia  

Kristiina Liimand has a Masters level degree in environmental protection 
from the Estonian University of Life Sciences and she will also continue her 
Doctoral study at the University of Tartu. Kristiina Liimand has been working 
as Executive Director of the Tartu Rural Development Association since 2007. 
During this time, she has gathered valuable experiences in leading, inclusion and co-operation 
(including international co-operation). Her earlier work experience includes wide contact with 
nature protection, project coordinating, cartographical analysis etc. 
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Moderators: 

Mr. Hans-Olof Stålgren, Contact Point of the European Network for Rural 
Development 

Hans-Olof Stålgren graduated as an agronomist in 1980 and worked as a farm 
advisor for about 16 years. He has been working with rural development and 
the European funding programs since 1997. He was the manager of the 
Swedish Network for Leader+ until 2008 and has since worked for the 
National Rural Network. His main tasks have always been related to working with LAGs and 
transnational cooperation. He is employed by the Swedish Federation of Rural Economy and 
Agricultural Societies which is also a member of the consortium holding the contract for the EN 
RD Contact Point. Mr Stålgren has been the network representative both in the reference group 
for the preparation of the current Swedish RDP and in the reference group for the mid-term 
review of the Swedish RDP.  
 
Mr. Gusztáv Nemes, PhD., Research Fellow, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
Member of LAG Balaton-Felvidé, Founder of NATURAMA Alliance, HU 

Gusztáv Nemes is a rural sociologist-economist. He studied in Hungary and in 
the UK. Currently he holds a position as a research fellow at the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, Institute of Economics and he lectures on rural 
development and policies at Budapest CORVINUS University. He has been very interested in the 
rapid socio-economic changes of Hungarian rural life. As a postgraduate student in England, his 
focus shifted towards EU policy (CAP, rural development and environmental policies). Besides 
traditional research, Mr. Nemes has participated in practical development programmes (funded 
by the EU and the UNDP) in so-called ‘action research’. He has worked as a trainer and mentor 
in Hungary since LEADER+ and he is a member of a LAG. He has also created a network, 
NATURAMA Alliance that is active in inter-territorial and transnational co-operation. As an 
expert, he has participated in ex-ante, mid-term and ex-post evaluations of the Hungarian 
LEADER programme. 
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Workshop C: Transnational cooperation and networking under Leader in practice 

 
Speakers: 

Mr. Thomas Müller, LAG Manager, Sauwald Local Action Group, 
Austria 

Since 2003, Thomas Müller has been the manager of the Local Action 
Group “Sauwald”. After studying education and computer science, he worked first as a teacher 
and software engineer. From 1992 to 2002 he was director of education for three schools, then 
he moved to rural development. The LAG Sauwald became well known in 2005 after opening the 
tourism-project “Tree-Top-Walking” (www.baumkronenweg.at) which now has more than 
200.000 visitors each year. Since then, the region has been very engaged in transnational 
cooperation, maintaining contacts and building up a big network with all parts of Europe. 
Despite being a small region, many projects are carried out. Benefiting from the pedagogic 
background of the LAG manager, many field visits take place each year and study-groups from 
all over Europe visit. These visits actively teach the LEADER approach based on the project-
examples of LAG Sauwald. 
 
Mr. José Ángel García Lucas, Cooperation Manager, Adri Jiloca Gallocanta Local 
Action Group, Spain 

 José Ángel García Lucas studied in Zaragoza and gained a Bachelor Degree in 
Business and Administration. He worked in the Popular Bank in France, and as 
an Exports Manager in Spain. Later, he joined the Leader team in Adri Jiloca 
Gallocanta, as a Cooperation Manager. This type of work fits perfectly with his 
character. He enjoys helping and cooperating with other people and trying to 
develop the area in which he grew up. He has participated in numerous projects where he has 
been able to contribute his acquired expertise. Mr. García strongly believes that contributions 
should be made by all of us in order to facilitate changes in the rural world. 
 
Ms. Sarah Watson, Rural Development Consultant, LAG Chalk and Cheese and LAG Sowing 
Seeds, United Kingdom 

Sarah lives and works in rural Dorset where she runs a small consultancy company.  After 
working as a researcher and rural development lecturer at Bournemouth University, she has 
spent the last eight years setting up and running two Local Action Groups, firstly Chalk + Cheese 
and more recently Sowing SEEDS.  For both LAGs she has developed a broad base of community 
participation, involving over 500 people in grant decision-making and the day-to-day running of 
the Leader Programmes. Sarah has developed a range of transnational projects with partners 
across Europe in the fields of local food, community development and training. She works 
extensively with the local products sector and is currently establishing distribution and retailing 
projects in her local area. 
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Moderators: 
 
Mr. Xavier Delmon, Walloon Rural Network, Belgium 

Xavier Delmon is an agricultural engineer and graduate in Business 
Administration and Management. After his studies, he worked for 
several years in Africa (Zaïre, Cape Verde, Niger, Rwanda and Libya) as 
manager or expert for different rural/ forestry/ community 
development projects. Mr. Delmon has also regularly worked in Romania for 20 years. Since 
1998, he is mainly involved in the rural development sector at the Belgian and European level. 
He has gained strong experience of territorial development, trans-border- transnational- 
international- and European cooperation and in the management of projects and participatory 
approaches and formulation. He is involved in the management and evaluation of rural 
development projects, in the training of trainers, the production of didactic tools and the 
evaluation of training actions and networking. He currently manages the Walloon Rural Network 
Support Unit (Belgium). 
 
Mr. Huub Kwantes, Dutch Rural Network, the Netherlands 

Huub Kwantes graduated in Cultural Antropology from the University of 
Nijmegen in the Netherlands and holds a Masters degree in Euroculture at the 
University of Groningen (NL) and Uppsala in Sweden. He currently works at ETC 
Advisory Group as a project leader in rural development and sustainable 
agriculture projects. His makes use of his experience of European cooperation 
within the academic world, coupled with a strong interest in vitality in the 
countryside within the Dutch Rural Network, in order to support and advance transnational 
cooperation in the Netherlands. 
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Workshop feedback and closing session  

 
Rapporteurs 

Mrs. Dorothée Duguet, Contact Point of the European Network for Rural Development 

A senior expert holding a diploma of the European Superior School (ESE, Poisy, France) in Rural 
Engineering and a Master's degree in Geography (Lyon III University, France), Dorothée Duguet 
uses her experience in implementation, monitoring, evaluation and management of European–
level intervention in her work in France. Her skills cover procedures and management processes 
of European funds, evaluation, technical assistance to the building- and implementation of rural 
development projects, networking, cooperation and the defining of area-based development 
strategies. She has notably worked on RDR II and LEADER, where she carried out a comparison 
between LEADER in the 2000-2006 and 2007-2013 periods for the Contact Point of the LEADER 
European Observatory. She has also supported the writing of LEADER application forms and 
participated in the LEADER 2007-2013 working group for the Ministry for Agriculture and DIACT 
in France. She also has solid experience in evaluation: she conducted a synthesis of local 
evaluations, management and follow-up of national evaluations for CNASEA, France. She also 
carried out monitoring and evaluation (before EU payment) of cooperation projects, working 
with the LEADER II European Observatory, AEIDL, Brussels, Belgium. 
 
Mr. Mark Redman, Contact Point of the European Network for Rural 
Development 

Mark Redman has over 20 years of experience in research, consultancy, 
teaching and training in rural development and sustainable agriculture.  He 
has been a freelance consultant since 1999 and has since worked on more 
than 55 projects in over 15 countries.  This includes support to community development 
projects and LEADER-type actions in Estonia Lithuania, Romania, Serbia, UK and Ukraine. His 
most interesting involvement with a LAG was flying a one-man hot air balloon to promote 
LEADER+ in south-west England.  Mark currently works as a Senior Consultant with the 
Networking and Co-operation Team of the EN RD Contact Point. 
 
Mr. Dieter Wagner, Contact Point of the European Network for Rural 
Development 

Dieter Wagner, senior expert of the EN RD Contact Point, is assigned to 
ensure the exchange of information and coordination with the National Rural 
Networks in the EU Member States. His principal task is the facilitation of 
Transnational Cooperation (TNC), as was already the case when he was the 
assigned Information Officer of the Leader+ Contact Point during the previous 
programming period. In his current role he has supported the Finnish and Estonian co-chair of 
Focus Group 3 of the Leader subcommittee on the ‘Implementation of the cooperation 
measure’. The group operated as an active cell to discuss the current challenges which TNC 
faces, with the objective to gather relevant solutions for Cooperation implementation issues. 
 


