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BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN THE PROGRAMMING PERIODS 

THE NRNs, NSUs and ENRD 

 
Participants of this session were invited to share their experiences and concerns regarding preparations 
for the new programming period 2014-2020. 7 NRNs confirmed they have been already involved into 
the preparations, whereas 3 other have not started the process yet. During the session and attempt was 
made to find possible answers on some emerging questions and draw possible action points. 

 
How can we bridge the gap between the programming periods, keeping the capacity of the NSU and 
the vitality of the networks including the ENRD? 

 
 Technical Assistance funds can be used by NRNs/NSUs for preparing 2014-2020 period 
 Similar approach can be taken to the one that is applied for building capacities of LAGs 

 
Proposed action points: 
 

 MAs should become clear on what rules and support is needed, and can be provided 

 Information should be better communicated and transparent (e.g. results from the RDC-meeting 

should become more public, a task for the ENRD) 

 European code of conduct for partnerships (currently a draft working paper) should be used as a 

tool to gather partnerships for the RDP 

 Stakeholders should get more formally and clearly involved into preparing the new programme 

 The ERND should focus on new themes, especially multi-funding approach 

 

Emerging issues: 

Contracting the NSU: in-house or otsourced? What are the benefits/obstacles? 

A large difference in operation of the NSUs can be noticed, depending on whether they have been 
outsourced or remained in-house. For instance, some NSUs are working quite a lot to bring in ideas and 
suggestions from the NRN-members and deliver to the MAs. With an outsourced NSU it can be more 
problematic.  
 
Since probably there will be tender calls for the next NSUs, it might be a conflict of interest, if the 
current NSU-host is allowed to work with the preparation of the next programming period. An 
outsourced NSU, living at a distance from the MA, is at many times excluded from some processes and 
missing access to information. All this can be a real disadvantage for the success of the NRN as a whole. 
 

Could it be easier for an MA-hosted NSU? 

It seems like many of the MA-hosted NSUs are really invited to take part in the preparations, and used 

as a tool by the MAs to get information and ideas about the needs for the new program. The NSUs 

should be contracted with some overlap (e.g. 1 year) between the programming periods. 


