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Workshop: Community Development 
 

Mr. Tom Burston, LAG Co-ordinator, Northumberland Uplands Local Action 
Group 

 
Tom Burston was born and brought-up in rural Northumberland. After graduating 
from the University of Durham and the School of Oriental and African Studies, he 
secured a position in the community development team of the Aga Khan Rural 
Development Programme in Kashmir, Pakistan. Mr. Burston has worked in the international 
development sector across a number of countries, including Pakistan, Afghanistan, Indonesia, Sudan, 
Malawi and Ethiopia. During this time he has gained direct experience of development planning, 
participatory appraisal, humanitarian aid delivery and the management of integrated development 
programmes. He has now returned to the UK to coordinate the Northumberland Uplands LAG, and 
brings a wide outlook on development priorities at the same time as embracing and understanding local 
needs and local values. 

 
Mr. Roger Wilson, LAG Chair, Northumberland Uplands Local Action Group 

 
Roger Wilson lives and works in the Northumberland Uplands where he runs a small independent 
consultancy and, jointly with his wife, a small stock farm specialising in rare and traditional breeds of 
sheep, goats and cattle.  He is a scientist by training and prior to moving to Northumberland from the 
South of England worked in R & D in the agrochemical/pharmaceutical sector.  A postdoctoral year 
spent at the University of Wuerzburg in Germany demonstrated the benefits of co-operative and 
partnership working across both geographical and academic disciplinary boundaries.  This interest in 
joint working has continued throughout his career both in industry and as a tutor with the Open 
University.  His current interests are mainly in the fields of sustainable development. 

 
Mr. Gusztáv Nemes, PhD., Research Fellow, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
Member of Balaton-Felvidék Local Action Group, Funder of NATURAMA Alliance 

 
Gusztáv Nemes is a rural sociologist-economist. He studied in Hungary and in the UK. 
Currently he holds a position as a research fellow at the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, Institute of Economics and he lectures on rural development and policies at 
Budapest CORVINUS University. He has been very interested in the rapid socio-economic changes of 
Hungarian rurality. As a postgraduate student in England, his focus shifted towards EU policy (CAP, 
rural development and environmental policies). Besides traditional research, Mr. Nemes has 
participated in practical development programmes (funded by the EU and the UNDP) in an ‘action 
research’ manner. He has worked as a trainer and mentor in Hungary since LEADER+ and he is a 
member of a LAG. He has also created a network, NATURAMA Alliance that is active in inter-
territorial and transnational co-operation. As an expert, he has participated in ex-ante, mid-term and 
ex-post evaluations of the Hungarian LEADER programme. 

 



 

 
   

 

 
Workshop: Culture 

 
Mrs. Nicola Bodner, LAG Manager, Limes Region Local Action Group  

 
Nicola Bodner obtained her Bachelor of Arts (Double Major in 
International Relations and History) from the University of Maryland University College (UMUC) in 
Schwäbisch Gmünd in 2002. She received her Master Degree in European Public Administration from 
the Universities of Applied Science in Ludwigsburg and Kehl in Baden-Wuerttemberg, Germany in 2004. 
She also followed studies at an American University and completed an exchange year in the United 
States that enabled her to apply for various international internships such as at the Consulate General 
of the Federal Republic of Germany in Manhattan, New York. During spring 2004, she took the role of 
assistant to the executive manager of the exhibition department at the Wuerttemberg state library in 
Stuttgart. In August 2004 she began her work for the LEADER Programme at the Landesanstalt für 
Entwicklung der Landwirtschaft und der Ländlichen Räume (LEL). Since 2008, Nicola Bodner has been 
the project manager for the LAG in the Limes Region. 

 
Mrs. Andrea Schilp-Stölzle, District Rems-Murr-Kreis, District Office for Economic Development, 
Tourism and European Relations 

 
Andrea Schilp-Stölzle has a Bachelor of Arts with major in Public Administration 
(“Diplomverwaltungswirtin FH”).  In 1987, she started her professional career at the Rems-Murr 
District Office in Waiblingen, Germany and later as a freelance journalist with a daily newspaper. For 
several years she has been coordinating LEADER programmes with the Rems-Murr District. Her tasks 
include designing programmes for violence prevention (for example the Advisory Council “Domestic 
Violence” and “Graffiti Doc”) and also transnational projects such as “Apple Mango Juice” which aims 
to preserve orchards in small farms. Another important project which she is responsible for with the 
Resm-Murr District council is the “Virtuelle Limeswelten” (a computer-simulated environment 
simulating the German Limes of the Roman Age using state-of-the-art 3D technology) which is a World 
Heritage Site. 3D technology is used to provide an interactive flight along the Limes and makes it 
possible to visit fortified camps and watchtowers. 

 
Workshop: Economic development 

 
Mrs. Jadranka Cace, Coordinator of the ELREN project, RenCom (Renewable 
Energy Company) 

 
Jadranka Cace has worked for 16 years for different utility companies in The 
Netherlands. Since 1991 she is active in the field of renewable energy, product and 
policy development, project management and advisory services. In 2002 she founded 
RenCom (Renewable Energy Company), a consultancy specialized in renewable energy. 
RenCom is offering project management services and innovative technical and management consulting. 
The current focus is on the application of solar cells and urban wind turbines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
   

Workshop: Environment 
 

Mr. José Ángel García Lucas, Cooperation Manager, Adri Jiloca Gallocanta Local 
Action Group 

 
José Ángel García Lucas studied in Saragossa and achieved a Bachelor Degree in Business 
and Administration. He worked in the Popular Bank in France, and as an Exports Manager 
in Spain. Later, he joined the LEADER team in Adri Jiloca Gallocanta, as a Cooperation 
Manager. This type of work fits perfectly with character. He enjoys helping and cooperating 
with other people and trying to develop the area where he grew up. He has participated in 
numerous projects where he has been able to contribute his acquired expertise. Mr. García strongly 
believes that to facilitate changes in the rural world, contributions should be made by all of us. 

 
Mr. Morten Priesholm, LAG Manager, Småøernes Aktionsgruppe (Danish Small 
Islands Local Action Group) 

 
Since 2007 Morten Priesholm has been the manager of Småøernes Aktionsgruppe 
(Danish Small Islands Local Action Group). The LAG receives support from the 
European Fisheries Fund (EFF) and the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD). 
Between 2004 and 2007 Mr. Priesholm was the manager of the small islands LEADER+ programme (hosted 
by Association of Danish Small Islands). Previously, he was for 8 years a journalist for a magazine for organic 
farmers and enterprises and also for 5 years a project manager & development officer in the national 
organisation for organic farmers in Denmark. 

 
Workshop: Social Issues 

 
Mr. Günter Salchner, LAG Manager, Ausserfern Local Action Group 

 
Since 2001, Günter Salchner has been the manager of the Local Action Group 
“Ausserfern”. Previously, he worked for an environmental and ERDF consulting 
company “Alpine Research Institute (AFI)”. He was responsible for the German branch 
office of the common technical secretariat of the ERDF Pilot Action Programme 
“Eastern Alps”.  He was also a member of an international expert group entrusted with 
elaborating the INTERRG IIIB Programme “Alpine Space”. Günter Salchner has studied 
ecology at the University of Innsbruck and business administration at the Management Centre Innsbruck. He 
also holds a MAS degree in regional management (Technical University of Dresden). 

 
Mr. Petri Rinne, LAG Manager, Joutsenten Reitti Local Action Group 

 
Since 2001, Petri Rinne has worked as the Manager of the Joutsenten Reitti LAG in SW-
Finland, and has introduced the LEADER approach for the first to this area both in 
terms of programme design and implementation. Creativity and internationalisation are 
the two focus points in his work. He has also been consulting on LEADER dissemination 
in most of the New Member States as well as Russia, Mozambique and the Republic of 
South Africa. Together with an OECD colleague, Mr Philip Wade, he has published a LEADER Dissemination 
Guide Book in 2008. Mr Rinne represents Finland in the European Leader Association for Rural 
Development (ELARD). 



 

 
   

 
 
Workshop: Tourism 

 
Mr. Peter Thaler, Chief Executive Officer, Regional Management Imst Local Action 
Group  

 
Peter Thaler was born in 1973 in Innsbruck and grew up in Stams which is a beautiful 
village situated in the Western Part of Tyrol. His working career started when he was 
nineteen and after 4 boring years as a bank clerk he began his studies at the 
University of Innsbruck which culminated in 2002 with an MBA specialised on business management, 
human resources and education. During his time at the University, he took the role as an independent 
contractor for accounting and financial control for SMEs. Subsequently, he worked as a teacher and 
trainer in adult education. After returning from Australia in 2005, he started working for the Regional 
Management of Imst. 
 

 
 
 


