
 
 

   

EU Rural Cooperation Fair 
Guide to Plenary Speakers 

 
 

 
Ms. Roseanna Cunningham, Minister for Environment  
 
Roseanna was elected to the House of Commons in 1995, was re-elected in 1997 and subsequently 
stood successfully for the Scottish Parliament in 1999. She stood down from Westminster in 2001 
and has remained a member of the Scottish Parliament from 1999 to the present.  She has been a 
Committee Convener three times, for the Justice Committee, the Health Committee and most recently the Rural 
Affairs and Environment Committee. She was appointed Minister for Environment in 2009.  

 
Mr. Jean-Michel Courades, Policy Officer, Directorate General for Agriculture and Rural 
Development at the European Commission  
 
Jean-Michel Courades works in the unit responsible for the European Network for Rural 
Development. He is an expert in rural development policy with a special focus on local 
development (LEADER), and has also been active in other EU policy areas including health and safety, food labelling, 
cultural cooperation and environmental protection. Before joining the European Commission in 1987, Mr Courades 
was head of the "Community Development" unit at the City of Lyon in France. He holds a Bachelor's degree in political 
science from the Institute of Political Studies of Strasbourg and a postgraduate degree in European Studies from the 
College of Europe in Brugge. 
 
Mrs. Ave Bremse, Head of the Rural Network Bureau, National Rural Network of Estonia  
 
Ave Bremse is the head of the Estonian Rural Network Bureau. Since April 2009, she has 
represented the LEADER Subcommittee in the Coordination Committee of the European 
Network for Rural Development. In addition, she closely collaborates with the Finnish National Rural Network in her 
role as co-chair of the LEADER subcommittee‘s Focus Group 3 ‘Implementation of the cooperation measure’, which 
investigates current challenges and possible approaches for realising solutions. She also participates in the work of the 
other two current Focus Groups of the LEADER subcommittee.  
 
Mrs. Pascale Van Doren, Group Leader, Contact Point of the European Network for 
Rural Development  
 
Pascale Van Doren is a member of the Permanent Contact Point Team of the European Network for Rural 
Development. She is coordinating the networking activities between the National Rural Networks and transnational 
cooperation. Her expertise in the field of territorial policy focuses mainly on the challenges of promoting innovation 
and knowledge, interregional cooperation and territorial governance. Evaluation and forward planning represent her 
two key areas of expertise.  Pascale is a civil engineer specialising in agronomy and a graduate in business management 
from the University of Louvain-la-Neuve (BE). 
 
Mr. Dieter Wagner, Information Officer, Contact Point of the European Network for 
Rural Development 
 
Dieter is an Information Officer of the EN RD Contact Point, assigned to ensure the 
exchange of information and coordination with the national rural networks in the EU Member States. His principal task 
is the facilitation of transnational cooperation, as was already the case, when he was assigned Information Officer in the 
LEADER+ Contact Point during the previous programming period.  He currently supports the Finnish and Estonian co-
chair of Focus Group 3 of the LEADER subcommittee on the ‘Implementation of the cooperation measure’, which 
investigates challenges and potential approaches for solutions. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


