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Agenda Item Opening of the Meeting 

Discussion 

Points 

Rob Peters (DG AGRI) and Adrian Neal (ENRD Contact Point) welcomed participants to 

the 14th NRN meeting at the Helexpo Centre in Thessaloniki, Greece.   

Following a tour de table, the meeting was opened by a welcome speech from Mr 

Vangelis Divaris, Special Secretary for the Ministry for Rural Development & Food.  

Presentations by representatives of the Greek and Romanian network support units then 

provided more information on the structure, activities and plans of these recently 

established network units. 

Presentation The Greek Network by Petros Mouchas (Greek NRN)  

The Romanian Network by Ines Jordana Trisan and Rosa Mayado (Romanian NRN)  

 

Agenda Item Feedback from the 1st Meeting of the Mediterranean Macro-regional 

Presentations All presentations and discussion points of the Meeting can be found here 

Discussion 

Points 

Dorothée Duguet (French NRN) outlined the key points from the presentations and 

discussions held the day before (1 February 2012) during the 1st Mediterranean Macro-
regional NRN Cluster meeting hosted by the Greek NRN and co-organized by the Italian 

and Greek NRN with the support of the ENRD CP.  

This meeting focused on bringing the Mediterranean networks together to share their 
experiences of EAFRD support for quality agricultural products from the region.  The focus 

of discussion was mainly upon identifying common problems and issues that would i) 
justify joint action at a macro-regional level, and; ii) lead to develop a clear vision and 

commitment for further actions. 

There was a technical discussion on the implementation of RDP measures 123, 132 and 
133 in the Mediterranean Member States. The participating network representatives 

discussed the need to take action on a range of issues and agreed to contribute to the 
drafting of a “Common Paper”.  The paper will aim to articulate the wider common and 

country specific issues that have been identified, together with some relevant 
recommendations.  It is hoped that the paper will build on case studies and best practices 

that the networks can draw from their national experience of implementing these 

measures.  

A work plan was discussed and key actions and timeframes where agreed. 

  

Agenda Item “The NRN Cafe” 

Discussion 

Points 

Olive trees, coffee, colourful publications, posters and interactive videos characterised the 

1st NRN Café which was organised for the first time as part of the 14th NRN Meeting.  

The morning session of the meeting was broken for an hour during which participants had 

the opportunity to interact, discuss and share information with their NRN Colleagues. The 
atmosphere was vibrant and lively with various networks coming together in small groups 

to exchange information and discuss NRN joint initiatives and possible future collaboration.  

The setting provided an opportunity for new participants from various networks to meet 
and connect with their colleagues. In addition, networks brought videos and publications 

on various themes such as recent NRN activities, RDP projects and LEADER initiatives.  

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/816A2357-04FC-E6B9-BB28-02EB6BE6A047.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/81547221-F4BA-CEB9-D598-2EAE5B7B9EF3.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/en-rd-events-and-meetings/meetings/en/1st-nrn-cluster-meeting_en.cfm
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In addition, those Networks that had specific events coming up also advertised these 

activities by hanging adverts and posters sparkling the interest of the other networks to 

participate.   

  

Agenda Item Demonstrating the “Added Value of Networking” 

Presentation Update on the state of play of the NRN joint action / common methodology for 
demonstrating the “added-value of networking by Anja Hayes (ENRD CP)  

Presentation on the 15th NRN Meeting in Finland (8-9th May 2012) by Hans 
Bergström  (Finnish NRN)  

Introduction to the Workshops by Mark Redman (ENRD CP)  

Discussion 

Points 

The presentation by Anja Hayes (ENRD CP) provided an update on the process of 
collecting common statistics form the NRNs as well as a snapshot of some of the results 

achieved by the 9 NRNs that had provided the data so far.  

Hans Bergström (Finnish NRN) introduced the next 15th NRN meeting that will be hosted 

by the Finish Network between the 7-9th of May 2012 in Ahtari, Finland.  

The main aim of this meeting and a proposed set of objectives were introduced by Mark 
Redman (ENRD CP) to the participants. It was explained that over 500 million EUR have 

been allocated for supporting networking in the current programming period and therefore 
there is a clear need to demonstrate the “added value of networking”. The ENRD CP is 

therefore developing a common web-based resource for the networks to contribute and 
share network / networking success stories and case studies. 

The overall aim of the 15th NRN meeting in Finland was explained as “to provide a 

foundation for discussions on how to implement / improve networking as a rural 
development policy tool in the next programming period (2014 – 2020)”.  Discussions then 

continued in groups regarding the specific / more detailed objectives.  The outcomes of 
these discussions (see Annex 1) will feed directly into the planning of the NRN meeting. 

The network representatives present were encouraged to continue supporting the 

collection of network / networking success stories and case studies.  Each network was 
requested to send at least 1 - 2 stories / case studies to the ENRD CP.  The definition of 

‘success stories’ was discussed and the ENRD CP will provide further guidance.  Some 
options were also discussed regarding linking the common statistics collected to the 

network / networking success stories and case studies. 

Rob Peters (DG AGRI) gave a short overview of the process of discussions taking place 
within the Commission regarding the role of networking towards the next programming 

period.  He explained that the Commission proposal for the next programming period is 
currently under discussion in the Council. A workshop on networking will be held in 

September-October during the Coordination Committee meeting. The ENRD members are 
expected to provide technical input to this process in order to feed the discussions for the 

next programming period. 

Action Points 

 

 
 Action ENRD CP to prepare a guidance note and template for the collection of 

success stories and send it to the NRNs by 29/02/2012 

 Action NRNS to identify a minimum number of success stories and present the 

information required in the template provided by 30/03/2012. 
 Action ENRD CP to contact again all NRNs regarding the process of collecting 

common statistics by 29/02/2012 

 Action NRNS who have not yet contributed with information are requested to do so 

by 30/03/2012. 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/8155576F-F8CB-C3AB-5C3C-54EEA1EEB63C.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/8155DC9B-E7D3-82E3-37DA-D3C8309A48A5.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/81565CFC-0D36-F2DD-D1F7-87F08FD52C7A.pdf
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Agenda Item Cracking the Credit Crunch! 

Presentation Conclusions and recommendations arising from the Rural Finance Surveys by 
Peter Toth, ENRD NPE  

Presentation on the current and proposed new legislative proposals on 

Financial engineering mechanisms by Nivelin Noev, DG AGRI  

Next steps on Rural Finance by Donald Aquilina, (ENRD CP) 
 

Discussion 

Points 

Peter Tóth (ENRD CP) gave a presentation on the key findings of the surveys that have 
been undertaken by the CP as part of the work plan presented in the previous NRN Meeting 

in the Netherlands. The survey was coordinated with the NRNs and targeted the Managing 
Authorities, Paying Agencies and Financial Institutions with three questionnaires.  A revised 

survey was also sent to the NRNs in order to collect further examples of finance schemes.  

Although the feedback from the Member States was rather limited it still gave a useful 
overview of the various factors influencing the utilization of the existing financial 

engineering instrument.  It transpires that there is a clear need to simplify the rules 
relevant to MA/PA administrative controls and to take into account the market conditions 

when planning the implementing rules in order to have more flexibility to adapt to the 

fluctuating market conditions. Finally it is clear that the economic crisis will further tighten 
access to finance for rural enterprises and in this context business support services, self-

assessment tools, networking and training are important for improving access to finance, 
bridging the rural finance gap, and building trust amongst the key players.  

Nivelin Noev (DG AGRI) explained how under the current programming period the 
legislation provides using EAFRD funding to finance agricultural and rural businesses 

selected as EAFRD beneficiaries, by means of equity, loans or guarantees, also in addition 

to the provided grant support. Through such mechanisms a pool of funds can be re-used 
several times thus leading to recycling public funds, creating and leveraging capital which 

results in increasing the sustainability of the business environment. The presentation 
moved to outline the necessary step that a Managing Authority needs to undertake to set 

up and run such schemes. Details of the changes in the regulatory framework where 

explained where it transpires that a similar approach will be maintained but there will be 
more detailed rules leading to an alignment to DG REGIO. This step is necessary to ensure 

a harmonization of  the implementing regulations across all funds 

In conclusion Donald Aquilina (ENRD CP) gave a quick snapshot of where this joint NRN 

initiative was in terms of achieving the objectives set by the Rural Finance Task Force 

during the 11th NRN Meeting in Germany. Two questions where posed to the participants 
asking them i) if they want to take any other actions or follow up and ii) what do they see 

as next steps. The Latvian NRN proposed to host a technical seminar in Latvia around June 
/ July 2012.  

Action Points  Action ENRD CP to send the final version of the report together with an executive 

summary to the NRNs and Rural Finance Task Force by 29/02/2012 
 Action ENRD CP to prepare a concept note on the 13th EU Rural Review on Financial 

Engineering by 03/03/2012 

 Action ENRD CP to organize a webinar with the Rural Finance Task Force Members to 

discuss the outcomes of the final report and the draft concept of the 13th EU Rural 

Review on Financial Engineering by 19/03/2012 with a possibility to identify key 
contributors from the Networks.  

 Action ENRD CP and Latvian NRN to organize a technical seminar in Latvia by July 

2012 (date tbc). 

  

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/8156FFCD-A0ED-62D7-ADFA-08EC8E878B80.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/81577DF6-EC74-9690-9096-F890C4551CA5.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/Doc10_rural-finance-umgh5ayo40mq.zip
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Agenda Item Food in Action  

Presentation Update from the Short supply Chains Working Group by Christophe Buffet, (French 
NRN) and EU Rural Review by Sarah Watson, (ENRD CP)  

Presentation of the First European Market of Local Food Products by Beatrice 
Sauvignet (Chamber of Agriculture, France)  

Video on “Puy en Velay” by Beatrice Sauvignet (Chamber of Agriculture, France) 

Discussion 

Points 

Christophe Buffet (French NRN), chair of the NRN Working Group on Short Supply Chains 

gave an overview on progress with the Working Group’s support for preparation of EU 
Rural Review No. 13 on ‘Local Food and Short Supply Chains’. At least 10 NRNs have 

contributed with materials to-date and all other networks represented in the meeting 
were also encouraged to contribute with further articles and/or examples of best 

practices.  

Sarah Watson (ENRD CP) provided an insight into the emerging content of Issue 13 of 
the EU Rural Review. She explained that the concept of short supply chains differs 

greatly across Europe and the objective of this issue of EU Rural Review is to take a 
practical perspective on the different interpretations and applications of the concept.   

To illustrate a practical example of local food and Short Supply Chains, Beatrice 
Sauvignet (Chamber of Agriculture, Auvergne, France) gave a short presentation of the 

“First European Market of Local Food Products” to be held in Le Puy en Velay, France in 

May 2012. This event is a three-day market with the objective of linking tourism with 
local food and products. This will be done through the exchange of experiences with 

around approximately 200 local products already anticipated. 

To conclude Mark Redman (ENRD CP) asked the participants to indicate any event linked 

to Short Supply Chains in their calendar. The following activities have been identified so 

far: 

Date Event  Organiser 

April, 20 Small Agri Food Businesses seminar  DG AGRI 

May, 10-12 The First European Market of Local Food 
Products, Le Puy en Velay, France 

Leader TNC project  

France 

June, 11-13 In relation to the LINC event EE NRN 

July, 4-6 OKRA FI NRN 

September Event linked with the Farmers Woman 
Organisation 

AT / HU / SI 

Later in 2012 For LEADER groups UK-Scotland NRN 
 

 
 

Action Points  Action ENRD CP will actively liaise with the NRNs to identify further contributions for 

the EU Rural Review by 01/03/2012 

 

 

 

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/8157EFEB-0DD8-B969-B9C1-CEEF700CA818.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/Doc12_short-supply-chains-nrn-meeting-ouqcye35xxgu-029_211640_483460.zip
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/815857DB-989F-AD39-113B-4F33D2CA4451.pdf
http://www.ot-lepuyenvelay.fr/detail_video.php?id_vid=13
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Agenda Item LAG Event – 27-28th April 2012 

Presentation Presentation of preliminary information about the 2012 LAG Event and the 

input/support required from NRNs by Kasia Panfil (ENRD CP)  

Discussion 

Points 

Kasia Panfil (ENRD CP) gave a brief introduction to this year’s LAG Event to be held in 

Brussels on the 27-28 April 2012. The first LAG Event was organized in January 2011 and 
focused on new LAGs. The objective of this year’s event is to promote the strengthening 

of local development strategies (LDS) and to encourage a new wave of transnational 

cooperation projects. 

Official invitations to the event will be sent out by DG AGRI.  NRNs requiring further 

information or clarifications linked with the logistics should send an email on the 
following address agri-enrd-seminar-2@ec.europa.eu.  

For questions regarding the programme, the NRNs were invited to be in direct contact 

with the ENRD Contact Point on lag-event@enrd.eu.  

During the discussion, some NRNs (BE-Wallonia, EE, SL, PL, UK-Scotland, FR, RO, PT, 

GR, MT, FI, CZ and ELARD) expressed their interest in having country stands at the 
event.  

Specific selection criteria for the NRNs to use when selecting LAGs to participate at the 
event will be sent out together with the invitation. 

 

Action Points  Action NRNs are invited to get back to the ENRD Contact Point by 10/02/2012 to 

express their interest in holding an NRN stand at the LAG Event.  

 Action: The ENRD CP is to provide NRNs with information on the general terms and 

conditions for having a stand at the event. The information will be sent by 10/02/2012.  

  

Agenda Item Forthcoming Activities of DG AGRI and the ENRD Contact Point 

Presentation Forthcoming Activities of  DG AGRI and the ENRD Contact Point by Adrian Neal, 
ENRD CP 

Discussion 

Points 

During this session the Contact Point presented the foreseen time plan of ENRD activities 

and meetings.  Check the Events Calendar on ENRD website for regular updates.  

 

Agenda Item Field Visits (3rd February 2012) 

Presentations Introduction to the projects to be visited during the field trip by Emilia Pavlou 
(Greek NRN) 

Projects supported by RDP by Vassilis Papavasiliou, (General Manager Aneth 
Development Agency of Thessaloniki) 

See Annex 2 – Information on Field Visits 

 

  

http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/816888FA-9642-A605-70DD-1D6BFD3B5D76.pdf
mailto:agri-enrd-seminar-2@ec.europa.eu
mailto:lag-event@enrd.eu
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/Doc15_ENRDactivitiesupdateAXN010212.zip
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/en-rd-events-and-meetings/events-calendar/en/events-calendar_en.cfm
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/81690259-06B8-BC64-CE05-76181C32C095.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/14thNRNMeeting/8169705A-0C25-453E-CEB7-03D241A649A2.pdf
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ANNEX 1:  Results from Workshops on “Demonstrating the Added Value of Networking” 

Identifying the Key elements for discussion during the 15th NRN Meeting in Finland  

Group 1  Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3 

DK Shared 

understanding of the 
value of networking 

as an RD policy tool 

Defining the objectives/ 

definition of Networks 

To identify specific ‘tools’ / 

approaches for enhancing the 
future value of networking as 

an RD policy tool? 

LV 

PT 

MT 

HU 

Comments Objective 1  Objective 2 Objective 3 

NRNs to do some 
homework before the 
workshop 

 Looking at different ‘tools’ / 
approaches for different levels 
of networking 

 

Group 2 Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3 

FI Shared 

understanding of the 

value of networking 
as an RD policy tool 

To discuss the role of M&E 

/ self-assessment in 

improving the value of 
networking as an RD policy 

tool? 

To define the common 

understanding of networking LT 

FR 

CY 

CZ 

Comments Objective 1  Objective 2 Objective 3 

To convince others 
about the value of 
networking 

To define the qualitative 
approaches 

Role/Mandate of Support Unit. 
Establishing a mission 
statement 

 

Group 3 Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3 

SE Demonstrating the 
Value of 

Networking 

To discuss the role of M&E 
/ self-assessment in 

improving the value of 
networking as an RD policy 

tool? 

To agree the main factors 
(resources, structure, 

governance etc.) influencing 
the value of networking as an 

RD policy tool? 

PL 

IT 

UK-SC 

SK 

Comments Objective 1  Objective 2 Objective 3 

 Quantitatively and 
Qualitatively  

Defining NRN programme 
indicators. NRNP Fiche 
feedback.  

Structure and operations. 
Establishing minimum 
resources required (for stand-
alone as well as Joint activities) 

 

Group 4 Objective 1 Objective 2 Objective 3 

EE To review our current 
understanding of the 

value of networking as 
an RD policy tool? 

To discuss the role of M&E 
/ self-assessment in 

improving the value of 
networking as an RD policy 

tool? 

To agree the main factors 
(resources, structure, 

governance etc.) influencing 
the value of networking as an 

RD policy tool? 

DE 

GR 

Comments Objective 1  Objective 2 Objective 3 

 Identify the different 
types of added values. 
Establish a common 
language for different 
target groups.  

Establish a link between the 
numbers and stories. Get 
stakeholders feedback. 
Make links through a 
common self-assessment at 
EU 27.  NRNs to share their 
methods and practices. 
Network Mapping. 
Communication as a tool.  

Preparatory work before the 
meeting very important. CP 
supports the process. Room to 
compare experiences.  
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ANNEX 2:  Information on Field Visits (3rd February 2012) 

 

Vergina Museum – (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vergina) 

The field trip started with a visit to Vergina Museum. The discovery of ancient Macedonian tombs in the area 

of Vergina has been of great importance and has contributed significantly to the enhancement of the rural 
economy. This visitor’s attraction together with targeted support from the Rural Development programme 

stimulated the setting up of a number of small scale enterprises catering for hospitality and food services.  

 

Kalaitsis Estate - (http://www.hotel-kalaitzis-vergina.com/)  

The project beneficiary in Kalaitzis Estate combined the landscape value of the vineyard, the wine and 
traditional architecture with a range of services focusing primarily on high quality accommodation and 

dining. He benefited under the LEADER + Programme in June 2006 with a budget of EUR 418,198.30. The 

project was completed in July 2009 and it operates with a remarkable success. 

This agro-tourism complex is in Glebe Baptist Veria, just 4 kilometers away from the archaeological site of 

Vergina, and surrounded by 20 acres of vineyards which are open to visitors. The Estate stands out for its 
particular architecture, using local and traditional building materials (mainly stone and wood), as far as 

colors traditionally used in the area, and the extensive use of antique furniture from the owners’ personal 
collection. The restaurant on-site offers selected dishes of local cuisine and an extensive wine list from 

various Greek vineyards, amongst which the wines produced on this estate (about 3,000 bottles per year) a 

tasting room in the cellar of the estate as well as the facilities to accommodate small conference events. 

 

Perek – (www.perek.gr)   

This family run enterprise was set up at Monopigado village, a very rural setting around 30km outside 

Thessaloniki. There a biologist, Mrs Mouratidou, has created a restaurant and a small scale traditional food 

production unit. Through cooperation with other women of the area, she has managed to reproduce and 
preserve old and traditional recipes. Traditional local food products such as homemade bread and pies, 

traditional pasta and pastries are served in the restaurant and one can also purchase these gourmet food 
from the shop set up on site.  

Five beneficiaries of the Greek RDP, (Mrs Mouratidou, Mr Anestis Babatzimopoulos, Mrs Chrysanthi 
Georgiadou, Mr Grigoris Ananiadis and Mr Panagiotis Christos)  benefiting under various measures of the 

different Axis of the Programme described their project plans. They elaborated on potential opportunities, 

the problems they encountered, the links with the local market, challenges in finding alternative sources of 
funding and experiences acquired through the development of the projects.  

 Mr Anestis Babatzimopoulos (www.babatzim.gr) owns a “Traditional Winery and Farm” situated in 
the area of Ossa near Thessaloniki. On his organic vineyard visitors have the opportunity to closely 

monitor the entire process from primary production, vinification and the final bottling of wine. The 

Domaine has comprises of a winery, cellar, distillery, tasting rooms, a restaurant and a traditional 
café. 

 Mrs Chrysanthi Georgiadou (www.ktimalikno.gr) is the owner of the “Likno Property” situated in 
Fefkohori village. Likno is a multi-complex which gives visitors the opportunity to participate in a 

wide variety of activities (basketball, football, swimming, volleyball, soccer, mountain bikes and 

climbing) as well as organize a social event or lunch, since the complex is also complemented by a 
restaurant serving traditional cuisine. 

 Mr Grigoris Ananiadis (http://ortyki.gr/wp/) has a breeding quail unit in the Five Fountains area in 
Thessaloniki region. The company is a vertically integrated model farm with 100% non-transgenic 

plant foods utilised in all stages of production until the product reaches the consumer. 
 Mr. Christos Panagiotis is a young farmer and a beneficiary of Measure 112 of the current 

programming period.   

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vergina
http://www.hotel-kalaitzis-vergina.com/
http://www.perek.gr/
http://www.babatzim.gr/
http://www.ktimalikno.gr/
http://ortyki.gr/wp/
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Gerovassiliou Domaine – (http://www.gerovassiliou.gr/en/domaine/history) 

The field visits came to an end with a visit at the “Gerovassiliou Domaine” at Epanomi village, 25km approx. 

to the south-east of Thessaloniki. The investment provided a practical and effective example of how efficient 
short supply chains can be. Having been a beneficiary of older RDPs, Mr.Gerovassiliou has developed a 

renowned name in the wine business in Greece and a very robust enterprise through successful business 
choices and actions. He started the business in 1981 and developed the vineyard and enterprise through 

various RDP funding.  

The Domaine wines are produced from local and international grape varieties cultivated solely in the private 
vineyard now stretching over 56 hectares. Parallel to his interest in quality wine making, another aspiration 

of Vangelis Gerovassiliou was to enhance the wine-growing tradition. In 1976, he started collecting 
viticulture, winemaking, bottling and corkage tools from around the world. Thus, the complex boasts an 

exceptional wine museum that complements the visitors experience during a trip to this enterprise.  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.gerovassiliou.gr/en/domaine/history
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ANNEX 3:  Results from Feedback Form and Comments 

 

14th National Rural Network Meeting 
2 - 3 February, 2012 - Thessaloniki, Greece 

 
 

  
Strongly 
agree Agree Neither Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Number 
of replies 

Notification/communication about the 

meeting was good 
17 16 2 1  

36 
47% 44% 6% 3%    

Organisation of the meeting whilst in 

Thessaloniki  was good 
17 16 3     

36 
47% 44% 8%      

The venue was appropriate for the meeting 
and workshops 

6 9 5 9 6 
36 

17% 26% 14% 26% 17%  

All presentations were clear and easy to 

understand 
7 19 6 4  

36 
19% 53% 17%  11%   

The workshop facilitation was very effective 
10 11 12 2   

35 
29% 31% 34% 6%   

The meeting provided me with new and 
relevant information 

9 18 7 2   
36 

25% 50% 19% 6%   

There was enough time for questions and 

discussion 
15 19 2     

36 
42% 53% 6%     

All discussions were useful and stimulating 
7 13 15 1   

36 
19% 36% 42% 3%   

I made new and useful contacts during the 
meeting 

14 15 6 1   
36 

39% 42% 17% 3%    

Participation in the meeting was worthwhile 

for me/my NRN 
17 15 2 1   

35 
49% 43% 6% 3%   

I feel part of an active and effective 

European network 
15 17 3 1   

36 
42% 47% 8% 3%   

Overall, the meeting was a successful ENRD 
event 

10 19 6 1   
36 

28% 53% 17% 3%   

 

Satisfaction with the specific elements of the meeting: 
 

 
Excellent Good Neither Poor 

Very 

Poor 

No. of 

Replies 

       

Opening of the meeting 

     
 

Presentation by Greek NRN 
15 17 2 2   

36 
42% 47% 6% 6%   

Presentation by Romanian NRN 
15 15 6     

36 
42% 42% 17%     

Feedback from the 1st Mediterranean Macro-regional NRN Cluster 

Presentations and discussions 
13 14 6     

33 
39% 42% 18%     
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Excellent Good Neither Poor 

Very 
Poor 

No. of 
Replies 

       

The NRN Café 

Explanation on how the NRN Café will 
work 

 

8 

 

15 

 

9 

 

3 

 

1  
36 

22% 42% 25% 8% 3% 

Effectiveness of this initiative as a vehicle 
to exchange information between NRNs 

and make new contacts 

11 17 8     
36 

31% 47% 22%     

Demonstrating the “Added-Value of Networking” 

Presentation on the state of play of the 

NRN joint action/common methodology 

9 22 5     
36 

25% 61% 14%     

Workshops and discussions 
11 17 5 3   

36 
31% 47% 14% 8%   

Rural Entrepreneurship – Rural Finance 

Presentation of the conclusions and 
recommendations arising from the Rural 

Finance Surveys 

8 14 13 1   
36 

22% 39% 36% 3%   

Presentation on the current and proposed 
new legislative proposals on financial 

engineering mechanisms 

7 16 10 2 1 
36 

19% 44% 28% 6% 3% 

Discussions 
3 12 13 4 2 

34 
9% 35% 38% 12% 6% 

Rural Entrepreneurship -  Short  supply Chains 

Update from the Short Supply Chains 
Working Group 

7 24 5 

 

  
36 

19% 67% 14% 
 

  

Presentation of the first European market 
of Local Food Products 

3 4 1     
8* 

38% 50% 13%     

Discussion on connecting the activities 
organised on local food, quality products, 

etc. 

10 16 7 3   
36 

28% 44% 19% 8%   

Discussion 
7 15 9 3   

34 
21% 44% 26% 9%   

LAG Event- 27th and 28th April 2012 

Presentation of preliminary information 
about the 2012 LAG event 

7 16 10 1 1 
35 

20% 46% 29% 3% 3% 

Discussion 
5 17 9 4   

35 
14% 49% 26% 11%   

Forthcoming Activities of DG AGRI and the Contact Point 

Presentation on the upcoming events 
11 17 6 

 

  
34 

32% 50% 18% 
 

  

Introduction to Field Trips 

Presentation on the planned activities 
11 18 6 

 
  

35 
31% 51% 17% 
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What did not work well during this NRN Meeting? 

 

There were 25 comments received which can be summarised as following. 
 

The majority of the comments concerned the venue, and the issues pointed out were: 
 

 Not appropriate acclimatization (too cold) 

 The big space did not help to create an atmosphere for discussions  

 Sound equipment inconveniences, it was  difficult to hear and understand both lecturers and audience 

 Location of the venue:  too far from the hotel and difficulties to find it 

 
The comments related with the programme and the methodology: 

 

 The agenda was too full, there was a large amount of information that was difficult to digest 

 The items were too diverse and difficult to comprehend 

 Low interest topics 

 There were too many presentations and not enough workshops/ working group sessions 

 Poor presentations  

 Presentation of Mechanisms engineering (DG AGRI) was too long, exhaustive, technical and monotonous 

 The discussion on Rural Finance did not work 

 The discussions in general did not work 

 
It was also mentioned that the participation from NRNs was not good or not enough. 

 

At least one thing that will make the next meeting better…. 

 

There were 28 comments with suggestions to improve the next meeting: 
 

Methodology and programme 
 More time for discussions 

 To have more short breaks 

 Smaller groups and more working group sessions, break into these small groups after each 

presentation/issue 

 More preparation for the workshops  

 More focused on point and more specific discussions, to approach important subjects with the objective 

of having results 
 More interesting presentations for specific topics and not for history or about the next meeting 

 Two working group sessions would benefit to both creation new contacts and getting opinion of 

audience 

 

NRNs participation and involvement 
 1-2 minutes of presentation for every NRN 

 Share NRN practices in every meeting 2-3 good examples and generate ideas 

 Improve coordination and communication with NRN in contents and topics 

 Involve NRN participants in different tasks of the meeting 

 More homework for NRN representatives prior to the meeting would be good and enrich discussions  

 Better information on what is expected from participants would improve future meetings 

 

NRN Café 
 Explanation for preparation of NRN Café needed more precision requests, available material, etc. 

 NRN café should have been more concrete 

 

Venue 
 Better chairs 

 Have the meeting in the hotel since the weather was so cold 

 Speak louder for some presentations 

 Having computers on tables within the group discussions to improve interactivity between speakers and 

participants 
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ONE action you will carry out as a result of your participation in the meeting…. 

 
There were 25 comments from the NRN representatives on follow-up actions, including: 

 
 New speakers for an event from other countries and information about other similar activities 

 Reinforce direct dialogue between NRN 

 Article about Mediterranean cluster and “added value of networking” in our next NRN publication 

 Organising meetings between LAGs and stakeholders around the RD’s projects- networking with the 

beneficiaries 

 Contribute to EU Rural Review 

 Provide information about the new programming period 2014-2020 

 Follow up ideas/exchange with colleagues 

 Partnership with Hungarian NRN 

 Italian field trip to visit France 

 Collate information on self-assessment and send it to the CP 

 We will send at least 2 success stories of networking 

 Contact with Latvian NRN on financial engineering 

 Contact with French NRN for a seminar on Short Supply Chains 

 Self-assessment and SSC 

 Preparation for the next NRN meeting 7-8 May in Finland 

 Participate in joint activities and cooperation fair 

 Active participation in Rural Finance initiative preparing the seminar 

 Prepare for the LAG event in April 

 Prepare for setting up a stand during the LAG event in April 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 


