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Mobility Programmes for Rural 
Youth  

Young people in Austrian rural areas are encouraged to experience internships abroad and to par-
ticipate in international youth exchanges through the mobility programmes initiated by Landjugend 
Österreich  

This series of informative fiches aim to present, in summary, examples of projects and practices that address or are driven by 

young people living in rural areas. These examples want to contribute to the understanding of what has worked well and less 

well in the delivery of the 2007-2013 RDPs in the view of supporting young farmers and rural youth, show how young people 

can be involved in policy design and implementation, raise awareness about possibilities offered by EU rural development 

programmes, and finally draw lessons in the view of future improvement of the policy.  

1. Background information: why the approach has been put in place   

Young farmers and young people in rural areas have often less opportunities than youngsters living in urban areas 

to have work experiences abroad. For this reason the youth organization Landju-

gend Österreich decided in 2005 to start a ‘mobility’ programme. The scope of the 

project was to offer to Austrian young famers and young people interested on work-

ing in a farm the opportunity to do a work experience abroad. This programme pro-

moted exchange of experiences among farmers, knowledge sharing but also offered 

the opportunity to travel, discover other countries and cultures. This experience 

helped often young participants to develop new and innovative ideas in their farms once back home. Due to the 

good results obtained in the first years of implementation, the organization decided to continue with the mobility 

programme and apply to Measure 111 (Vocational training and information actions) of the Austrian 2007-2013 

RDP. The project received financial support also from the Leonardo da Vinci Programme.   

2. Description of the approach: how it was done in practice   

The mobility programme offered to young people the possibility to participate in: i) the International Farmers 

Youth Exchange (IFYE), an exchange programme 

initiated in the USA in 1958, and; ii) the 

‘Agricultural internship abroad’, a specific pro-

gramme designed by the Landjugend Österreich 

organisation.  

Landjugend Österreich helps youngsters to partici-

pate in the IFYE for a period of 3 to 12 months in 

various countries within and outside Europe (UK, 

Norway, Finland, Switzerland, Estonia, Canada, 

USA, etc.). The organisation deals with the practical 

details needed to organize the participants’ stay, 

such as finding host families. To be admitted to par-

ticipate to the programme, young farmers have to 

be members of the Landjugend Österreich organisation, be between 18 and 30 years of age and speak at least one 

foreign language.  
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3. Conclusions/lessons learnt relevant for the future: what were the results    

The mobility programmes become very popular within rural youth in Austria. Approximately 300 people per year 

participate and the interest for this experience is in-

creasing.  The programme had positive results, not only 

in terms of number of participants, but also because it 

helps youngsters broaden their horizons and promote 

the development of new ideas in Austrian rural areas.  

Finding the most suitable placement for different appli-

cants seemed to be one of the main difficulties en-

countered in the implementation of the mobility pro-

grammes. Furthermore, it is also difficult to find the 

right placement in Austria for foreigners sent by the 

partners’ organisations. Many Austrian farmers are not 

often trained to work with young people.  

Participation in a mobility programme may increase 

young people’s self-confidence and the willingness to innovate and/or start a new business. For this reason and in 

order to offer young people concrete opportunities, mobility programmes should be seen as an important educa-

tion tool and should be adequately supported by the Rural Development Programme.  

More information at: http://www.landjugend.at/ 

Information included in this fiche is primarily coming from the case stud-
ies carried out within the ENRD Initiative on “Youth and young farmers in 
rural areas”. The fiche is compiled by the ENRD Contact Point on the basis 
of information collected in the EU Member States and Regions. The con-
tent does not necessarily reflect the official position of the EU institutions, 
national or regional authorities.  
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The ‘Agricultural internship abroad’ programme was designed by Landjugend Österreich in collaboration with part-

ners’ organisations in other countries. Participants, including agricultural students, can do an internship abroad, 

visit other farms to exchange experiences and learn new practices they can use in their farms. The main role of 

Landjugend Österreich is to coordinate the several aspects needed to organize the internship. Two young employ-

ees of the organisation deal with the internship programme. Applicants must fill in an on-line application and the 

organisation helps them finding an available place in the country chosen and managing the administrative proce-

dures, such as applying for additional financial support offered by the Leondardo da Vinci programme, taking all 

necessary arrangements (visa if needed, insurance, accommodation, etc.). A seminar is usually organised by 

Landjugend Österreich to prepare the applicants to their internship abroad.   

Landjugend Österreich actively promotes this programme exchange within Austria, with the aim to create an 

‘exchange network’ involving the highest number of actors, such as farmers, organisations, companies active in 

rural areas, universities, etc.  

In order to inform young people about the possibilities offered by the mobility programme Landjugend Österreich 

organises events and meetings where those who have already participated in the programme can share and dis-

cuss their experiences. These meetings proved to be useful to convince youngsters to participate.  

http://www.landjugend.at/

