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Innovation Camps are a tool to encourage the development of new ideas, 
products and services and also different ways of working in rural areas. 
The Finnish  Network Support Unit (NSU) has arranged innovation camps 
both at national and regional level. They have brought together specialists 
and entrepreneurs to develop innovative solutions to the threats and op-
portunities specific to Finnish rural areas. Over three days and two nights 
the ideas are developed in to new products, services and methods. 

Innovation Camps are an excellent tool to develop the rural ‘innova-
tion environment’ through increasing and improving co-operation be-
tween experts and developing and sharing a new method of working. 
They work well both at national and regional level. Innovation Camps 
showcase the strengths of the countryside, transform new ideas in 
product development and service provision and raise awareness of 
the opportunities provided by the Rural Development Programmes. 
Finnish NSU played a key role in developing the camps from the con-
cept to implementation. 

Innovation Camps can also be used as tool to build and develop  
European Innovation Partnerships (EIPs). 

Innovation Camps: 

 ✓ Very practical but intensive way to develop  
new ideas in to innovations

 ✓ Build the local “innovation environment”:  
can change the processes

 ✓ Good tool to attract new actors in rural development
 ✓ The initial idea came form the Swedish NRN (through the ENRD) 
 ✓ Good way to promote the strengths of rural areas and the RDP   
 ✓ Can be used as a tool in the EIP-processes
 ✓ NSU activated people, built, co-funded and led the process. 

The Finnish NSU 
organized with its 
partners a national 
Innovation Camp in 
2012. An open call 
for rural innovation 
ideas was launched 
through the NRN’s 
information chan-
nels. 47 different 
ideas were identi-
fied and 8 of these 
were developed further in the Camp. In 2013, follow-
ing its success, the experience of the Innovation Camps 
was taken to regional level. Through open call 5 rural 
areas were selected where regional camps are organ-
ized. 

A new model for developing innovation 
was launched and it has been disseminat-
ed by the NSU at the regional level. New 
actors took part in the process - even ur-
ban actors were interested in participating. 
The Finnish NRN contributed to generate 
innovations and  new ways of doing things 
and promoted the potential of rural areas 
for new growth. 
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