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Summary

Main Activities Key Success

Conclusion

Networking with young farmers associations revealed that more sup-
port is needed during the farm set up phase. Firstly, beyond technical 
and economic aspects, social needs should be taken into account.  
Similarly, training needs to be updated to reflect evolutions in the farming 
sector. A second aspect is that young farmers face global challenges: cli-
matic change, economic pressure, rising energy prices, etc. 
The Walloon network looked at how young farmers can adapt their 
practices, the tools they need and the solutions that have already been 
developed. 

Network members’ main recommendations for  RDP support to young farmers :

 ✓  Maximise the scope of training in order to include more management issues (financial, administrative, worktime, human resources,…).
 ✓  Create common skills  guidelines (référentiel de compétences) that take into account new skills.
 ✓  Create a database of trainers  accessible for  all support organisations.
 ✓  Promote image of young farmers in context of societal challenges (climate changes, energy, environment, food security, short supply chain,…).
 ✓  Promote and develop new organisational ways of working together and shar ing workers.
 ✓  Support farm set up and post-set up phases.
 ✓  Improve access to land for young  people (with non-farming origins).

Capacity building: Survey and showcasing of 
6 case studies (videos) and guidance including 
an educational kit, and Information sessions 
for teachers .

Networking: Thematic workshops, farm visits, exchanges between  
Flemish and Walloon young farmers, a common programme of ac-
tivities with Flemish Rural Network, NRN Collaboration for videos.

Communications: Part-
nership with other organi-
sations (e.g. La Clé des 
Champs), press releases, 
articles, blog.

Bottom-up approach: Networking activities are based on real needs 
of young farmers. Case studies, content of educational toolkit and 
workshops are identified by profesional organisations.

Synergies: Debate is wide open to all stakeholders with different points 
of view; rural network gathers them around the table and exchanges 
are really effective, creating synergies.

Real communcations: Thanks to tangible re-
sults of the various workshops, meetings, vis-
its, etc., the Network Support Unit has been able 
to publish a toolkit, videos and articles of use to 
network members and  that aid media outreach.


