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1. Annual Work Programme (AWP) 2012: priorities supporting RDP implementation

 - The current AWP was approved in July 2012.  

2. Thematic Initiatives launched by the Network

 - The main themes for events in 2012/13 are community right to buy, older people’s services, young gifted 
and rural, sports and leisure, community woodlands, village halls, social enterprise, community ownership 
and asset transfer and small rural business.  A series of themed conferences and projects are planned, to be 
held in partnership with relevant specialist organisations.  

2.1 LEADER-related activities

 - The Rural Communities Team in Scottish Government is the Managing Authority and consists of 9 staff. 
 - A national LEADER conference attended by 125 LAG members and interested stakeholders was held in November 2012.  Details 
about this conference can be seen on the SNRN website at www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/news/futureofleader.
 - Technical Guidance and other support is available at www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/LEADER/TechnicalGuid-
ance3-2.
 - The MA has also provided training events for LAGs and training packages available at www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/
SRDP/LEADER/training.
 - Details about the future programme are published on the Scottish Government website at www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmin-
grural/SRDP/SRDP20142012/SRDP201420LEADER and the SNRN website at  www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/news/futureofleader.

3. Relevant Experiences/Good Practices

 - The SNRN website provides a fully searchable projects database. Users can search for projects in their area, by theme or by key-
word.  Information available on: www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/projects/database 

4. Monitoring and evaluation of networking

 - The benefits realised as a result of the network are tracked over time using Key Performance Indicators (KPIs).  
 - An evaluation of the SNRN was undertaken as part of the Scottish RDP mid-term evaluation.  A copy of the relevant Annex from 
the 2010 Mid Term Evaluation Report is available at http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/app_templates/enrd_assets/pdf/NRN-Profiles/UK-
Scotland/ScotlandNRN-MTEreportDec.2010.pdf
 - A further evaluation of the SNRN is expected to be implemented on 2013.  

5. Communication

 - The Communication Plan for the Scotland Rural Development Programme (SRDP) was published in 2008 with the following two 
aims:

• To raise awareness and understanding of the opportunities and benefits that the SRDP brings to rural Scotland and the 
contribution made by the EC; and

• To encourage the submission of high quality applications for projects that deliver tangible benefits to rural Scotland.  
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 - The Communication Plan is set out in Chapter 13 of the SRDP Main Programme Document, available at http://www.scotland.gov.
uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP/Background.
 - SRDP communication activities are generally undertaken at a scheme level, although accessible guidance, news, information and 
links to other key sources of information and support for all the schemes is drawn together under a dedicated section of the Scot-
tish Government website.  This is complemented by the SNRN activities and website.
 - The main SNRN events are set out in the Annual Work Programme.  

6. Cooperation interests of the Rural Network

 - The Scottish NRN is interested in learning about the wider experiences of rural development from other networks across the EU. 
In particular, the Scottish NRN would like to learn about other Member States’ experience in developing and implementing interna-
tional cooperation projects and finding examples of good practice. The SNRN hosted the hugely successful EU Rural Cooperation 
Fair in Murrayfield Rugby Stadium on 23 and 24 September 2010. This was in partnership with the European Network for Rural 
Development. Over 270 participants attended this event from 23 out of the 27 EU Member States. 
 - Specific experience is sought in relation to the implementation of RDP activities and more specifically good practice examples of 
Leader and associated cooperation projects. The Scottish NRN is open to offers from other networks to discuss collaboration on 
potential cooperation projects.
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