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Thematic Working Group 4  

"Delivery Mechanisms of EU Rural Development Policy"  

 

Preparatory Meeting 

25 February 2010 

 
Chair: Ms Josefine Loriz-Hoffmann, Head of Unit G1, Consistency of Rural Development 

Policy, DG Agriculture and Rural Development 
 
The meeting, held in Brussels, kicked off the activities of the EN RD’s newest Thematic 
Working Group (TWG). The objectives of the TWG may be summarised as:- 

 
 In general: to make more efficient the design and implementation of EU rural 

development policy, a shared management policy of the EU and; 
 Specifically: to review the delivery mechanisms of EU rural policies, in selected 

Member States, at all relevant institutional levels, in order to identify those aspects 

that are working well and less well, good practices and suggestions for desirable 
improvements in the future. 

 

The overall topic was universally agreed to be of great importance. The relative merits of 
specific ‘delivery’ themes was discussed and the meeting reached a consensus that the 
following should be examined during the first phase of the work:- 

 
a. The strategic approach and targeting 
b. Programming 

c. Coordination of policies (coherence and complementarity in particular with other 
EU policies) 

d. Implementation procedures (applications, selection, payments) 

e. Architecture of the policy, axes and measures (coverage and eligibility rules)  
f. Partnership principle (between EU and MS, stakeholder involvement) 
g. Implementation of integrated, territorial development strategies (including Leader) 

h. Monitoring and evaluation 
i. Control systems 
j. Obligations of the beneficiaries/recipients of aid 

 
Important points arising out of the meeting’s discussion were that: 

 in general there was a general consensus to identify key problems, best practices and 

identify where in the delivery system these are found; 

 in-depth analysis of single issues should be undertaken in subsequent steps of the 

work of the TWG4; 

 there are expected to be incidences of overlaps and problems of demarcation between 
the 1st and 2nd pillar and art.68 and the Health Check RDP amendments (these issues 

were mentioned by several participants) and they should be dealt with, along with 
other specific issues, under the "coordination of policies" theme; 

 the analysis of Leader mainstreaming procedures will be complementary to that being 

realized with the Leader Subcommittee focus groups; 
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 control procedures will be dealt with in general terms only (a conference on controls is 
provisionally being planned for next year); 

 flexibility issues and the level of administrative burden will be dealt with across all the 
delivery themes, subject to the availability of relevant information. 

 

An indicative work plan to support the TWG up to the end of June 2010 was presented by the 
EN RD Contact Point. This proposal was discussed and, with some amendments, agreed in 
principle. The agreed work comprises defining a detailed checklist of questions on the above 

topics and conducting field work in six Member States representing both: EU 15 and EU 12; 
larger and smaller countries and; countries with a single national RDP and with several 
regional RDPs. It was recognised that not all of the topics could be fully examined in-depth in 

the first round of Member State activities but that, in order not to prevent the identification of 
potentially important points, none should be excluded. 
 

The next meeting of the TWG is planned for mid-May, at which the provisional results of the 
first two Member State surveys (Italy and Austria) will be discussed. Following any necessary 
fine tuning to the methodology, the further four Member State surveys will be conducted and 

the findings of all six reviewed and discussed by the TWG members in July.  
 
 

 
 


