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Objectives of the meeting 

 

The main objectives of the meeting were: 

• presentation and discussion of the methodology and initial results of the I/O analysis; 

• presentation and discussion of the initial case studies conducted; 

• definition of the next steps including communications. 
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Agenda Item Presentations  

Summary 
During the meeting the following presentations were delivered. 

• “Brief update on the activities of the EN RD and the Thematic Working Groups”, 

by Gaëlle Lhermitte, DG AGRI. The presentation provided an update of the 

activities carried out by the EN RD during the first year, including those of the 

TWGs, and an overview of the priorities for the second year and major planned 

activities. 

• “The identification and selection of regions: construction and interim results of the 

I/O analysis”, by Demetris Psaltopoulos, Contact Point. The presentation 

explained the main aspects of the methodology used for the selection of the 18 

regions and the I/O models.  It then went on to describe the first results of the 

I/O analysis of 8 NUTS III regions (Waldviertel, Trikala, Pesaro-Urbino, Matera, 

Vysocina, Kalmar Ian, Caras Severin, and Gwynedd). 

• “Case studies: methods and initial results”, by John Morley, Contact Point. The 

presentation described the methodology used for the case study research and the 

first results informed by the first 5 case studies completed (Gwynedd, Caras 

Severin, Kalmar Ian, Somogy, and Alava). 

• “Next steps: Work programme - refining steps 3 and 4; System of exchange of 

information within and outside the group”, by Michael Gregory, Contact Point. 

Based on the outcomes to-date; the presentation highlighted decisions to be 

taken regarding the next steps of the TWG work programme specifically steps 2 

and 3. The need for an active communications plan, both to ensure effective 

consultation within the Group and for dissemination purposes was described. 

 

Agenda Item Interim results of the I/O analysis: main discussion points 

Discussion 
Points 

 

In order to increase the value of the analysis, the need to consider additional factors and 

issues was raised. In particular: 

• other factors of production, such as labour and land; 

• taking into account public goods; 

• qualitative aspects, as social and environmental themes, local issues; 

• demography, population change and the degree of influence of urban centres on 

the rural areas of the regions being analysed; 

• analysis of other factors that may have a specific influence in rural areas, for 

example, trade and hotel & catering sectors, the influence of energy and water 

consumption. 

It was pointed out that the practicability of including these issues is related to the 

availability of the data, in particular at NUTs III level, which is already proving difficult in 

some of the selected study regions. 

There was some discussion regarding how appropriate I/O analysis is as a tool in the 

current context. It was stressed that it is being used as one of several methods and that 

no conclusions are being drawn solely from the results of the I/O models. 
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It was agreed that the analysis of water use will be further investigated, it being an 

important issue in several regions. It was also agreed that the model analysis will include 

comparisons between and within clusters. It was confirmed that the analysis will inform 

the specification of a preliminary typology of regions, based on the extent of linkages 

between agriculture and the rest of the economy (including links with production factors). 

Agenda Item Case studies review: main discussion points 

Discussion 

Points 

The case study work is ongoing. In some regions information collection has proved 

relatively straightforward, in others however, particularly those with relatively few local 

initiatives and organisations and/or little information available through the internet, 

difficulties in collecting data and other specific information were experienced by 

researchers. 

Some important themes were suggested to be introduced into the ongoing case study 

analysis. In particular: 

• farm pluriactivity; 

• informal capital accumulation process; 

• local organisations and their influence in rural areas;  

• the age distribution of those engaged in agriculture and for the region as a whole; 

• agri-environment and forestry issues;  

• unemployment; 

• geographical location and effects of urbanisation on rural areas; 

• access to public services; 

• investigation of the relevance of factors of production, namely labour and capital; 

• proportion of population with tertiary education; 

• identification of good practices examples from the case studies. 

The importance of selecting ‘representative’ regions was raised. It was confirmed that the 

selection process was based on an enhanced ‘OECD’ classification of rural areas and 

specified socio economic and environmental criteria. 

Agenda Item Conclusions regarding the methodological approach and next steps 

Discussion 
points 

I/O analysis 

The methodology used for the selection of regions was, overall, considered satisfactory 

and appropriate. The availability of data at NUTS3 level, with the degree of disaggregation 

required for the I/O analysis appears to be problematic for several of the selected regions. 

The change of a small number of regions could be made, if strongly justified. If any 

changes are necessary, they should be made at this stage to avoid delays on the final 

results. 

It was agreed that new data requirements would need to be specified and the availability 

of the data assessed in order for the analysis of any additional components (such as 

forestry or agri-environment) to be included in the I/O model work. Certain additional data 

could be derived from the regional case study work (see point regarding possible 

shortages of labour and capital below). 
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Case studies 

The investigations of the case study regions should, where possible, take into account the 

most important issues raised (see section 4 above) including demographic trends, the 

effect of urban centres and environmental issues. 

The case studies should provide study area specific quantified information on the 

availability of labour and capital where such information is available. It was suggested that 

the I/O analysis should include this information in order to enhance the I/O models in 

terms of supply of production factors. If practicable, this will be done. 

It was agreed that further case study research should investigate key findings and/or open 

questions originating from the I/O model results on the economic structures apparent and 

linkages in the study areas. Obtaining answers to these key questions should validate (or 

not) the output of the I/O analysis and will improve it’s interpretation. 

Scope of step 2 ‘desk research’’ 

It was agreed that the ‘desk research’ should include an examination of other previous 

programmes financed by EU, not only Leader+ initiatives, and also other initiatives not co-

financed by the EU. It was also agreed that relevant examples from third countries should 

not be excluded. 

Regional Reports 

Based on the discussion it was agreed that, to enhance the results, the three main stands 

of the work being conducted, namely: 

• the analytical I/O analyses; 

• the case studies and; 

• the review of past and current programmes; 

should all be brought together at the level of each individual study region. An ‘integrated 

regional report’ for each area will be compiled, based on the work conducted to date and 

as indicated above. 

Step 3 

It was concluded that the investigations should include, not only the programming 

schemes co-financed by EU, but also programmes set up and financed through national 

budgets. More detailed discussions regarding the detailed scope of the work to be 

conducted in steps 3 and 4 will be held at the next meeting of the TWG. 

Agenda Item Communications 

Discussion 

points  

The need to enhance consultation within the Group was agreed, as was the need to 

improve contacts with the other TWGs, considering the relevance that the results of the 

existing groups could have for TWG2 and vice versa. It was noted that the form and exact 

timing of any TWG seminars or similar is not yet decided. 

The organisation of a telephone or video conference in September was discussed. DG 

AGRI will respond to members regarding the proposed date for the next meeting and the 

practicality of video conferencing. The possibility of setting up a DG AGRI ‘CIRCA’ intranet 
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for document exchange is being examined and if possible will be set up shortly. 

Next meeting 

The date of the next meeting was proposed as 20th Oct 2009. 

 


