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The Cooperation Technical Assistance Network in 
France  

This series of informative fiches aim to present, in summary, examples of practices and approaches that EU Member 

States and Regions have put in place in order to implement their Rural Development Programmes in the current peri-

od. These examples want to contribute to the understanding of what has worked well and less well in the delivery of 

the 2007-2013 RDPs and as far as possible, draw lessons in the view of future improvement of the programmes.  

Needs addressed  

Technical assistance to cooperation was developed 

during LEADER+ (2000-2006) in order to facilitate LAGs’ 

participation in cooperation projects, by providing 

methodological support and tools to them. Given the 

positive results of the support, it was decided to con-

tinue it also in the 2007/2013 programming period.  

In order to improve the support offered, the regional 

networks were also involved in the technical assistance 

programme, creating a Cooperation Technical Assis-

tance (CTA) network, whose main aim is to provide 

methodological support to LAGs and to help them with 

the identification of cooperation partners, both for in-

ter-territorial and transnational cooperation projects.   

Keywords: Transnational cooperation, LEADER, network-

ing, technical assistance  

EU Member State: France 

Specific Location:  The approach was applied nation-

wide.   

Implementing entities: Network Support Unit (NSU) of 

the French National Rural Network 

RDP Measure and budget: Measure 511 Technical Assis-

tance.  

Implementation Period:  2007-2013 EAFRD program-

ming period  

Key elements of the approach 

The provision of technical support to cooperation in France takes place 

through the national Cooperation Technical Assistance (CTA) Network. The 

Network Support Unit (NSU) of the French NRN is responsible for animating 

the CTA and managing its activities. The 26 regional networks actively partici-

pate in the CTA; some of them have their own regional network support unit 

and provide day-to-day support to LAGs. The CTA support to LAGs is hence 

complementary to the work of regional networks. In the CTA network, the 

NSU and regional counterparts lead joint discussions on how to improve the 

support on cooperation (both inter-territorial and transnational) based on 

previous experience and progress already achieved. The CTA network identifies the problems that LAGs face on 

the ground for engaging into cooperation activities and tries to find solutions to solve these issues. 

Key elements of the approach 

The main scope of the CTA is to improve LAGs’ cooperation capacity in regional, national and European contexts, 

promoting their engagement in inter-territorial and transnational cooperation projects.  

Specific objectives include: (a) tailor made support for each LAG and at each level of their cooperation project; 

(b) exchange of information on cooperation inside the rural development framework and further; (c) coordina-

tion of the support possibilities offered at national and regional level.  
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Main steps and  features of the initiative or approach  

Support offered by the CTA takes place at two levels: 

1. At national level through the NSU, horizontal support is offered such as: methodological support, training, sup-

port in search for inter-territorial and transnational partners, organisation of transnational cooperation fairs, 

exchange and dissemination of EU information and participation in European networking, etc. 

2. At regional level, each regional network has a responsible person for cooperation which can offer assistance to 

LAGs, such as help with translation, moderation of meetings with partners of a TNC project, training on tools 

for cooperation projects, English language training, etc. 

The working method of the CTA network comprises regu-

lar meetings (quarterly) of all regional networks involved, 

including exchange of good practices and experiences. The 

cooperation support offered by the CTA network falls un-

der the following categories: 

 A monitoring table, including a list of projects, cross-

cutting themes and complete monitoring information. 

The table includes information on all cooperation pro-

jects, where French LAGs participate. It is an internal 

monitoring tool available to the national and regional 

rural networks, while its outputs (maps and tables) are 

accessible to the public on the French NRN website. 

 Regular contacts between the CTA network (at regional and national level) and LAGs.  

 Direct assistance for the identification of partners, help with translation, support with the preparation of 

events and specific support on methodology. In relation to the latter, methodological factsheets on TNC have 

been produced. In 2012 the CTA compiled a “Questions Fair” with the most frequent questions about TNC 

which can be found in the CTA network website. 

 Information provision, including regular newsletters focused on cooperation. 

Special effort is done by the CTA to motivate French LAGs to keep engaging into TNC even if they could simply en-

gage in national partnerships. In this context, the CTA promotes the use of the Technical Assistance budget for TNC 

through the French initiative ‘from the idea to the project’, a strong tool adopted by local actors to build coopera-

tion projects.  

This initiative, separate from the CTA, and has been devel-

oped by the Managing Authority in order to facilitate coop-

eration. LAGs can apply for funding to undertake prelimi-

nary activities related to the implementation of a coopera-

tion project. Financial support (up to EUR 6 000) can be 

used also for travel, accommodation and interpretation. 

The funds are relatively easy to access, which helps to 

quickly proceed with the organisation of the first meetings 

with potential TNC partners.  

The CTA and the preparatory financial support complement 

each other in promoting cooperation and motivating 

French LAGs to participate in transnational and inter-

territorial cooperation. 

 



 

Page  3 

Main results and benefits 

As a consequence of the support offered by the CTA and regional networks, the number of cooperation projects 

in France has increased since the beginning of the program-

ming period, with over 140 projects approved in July 2012 

(both inter-territorial and transnational cooperation). By the 

end of 2013 90% of French LAGs were involved in at least one 

cooperation project, while the number of transnational cooper-

ation projects exceeds the number of inter-territorial coopera-

tion projects, an indication of French LAGs’ openness to coop-

erating with other countries. 

Most common partners are from Italy, Belgium and Spain and 

the main themes under which cooperation projects are imple-

mented are: tourism/heritage/culture, environment 

(awareness raising and eco-construction), agriculture/local products and youth. 

The technical preparatory support ‘from the idea to the project’ has been very successful and LAGs and project 

promoters found it to be a highly useful tool to improve the implementation of cooperation projects and their 

results. 42% of TNC projects implemented were preceded by this preparatory support.  

Lessons learnt 

 Ideally, technical support for TNC should be managed at cen-

tral level with more tailored made support at regional level. 

Such types of technical assistance networks are particularly 

pertinent for large countries or countries with decentralised 

administrative systems. 

 Training sessions and cooperation fairs at European level 

should be offered from the very first year of the programme 

period. This would give more opportunities to LAGs to get in 

contact with potential partners and to start face-to-face dis-

cussion, always considered important to implement coopera-

tion projects. Organising only one annual EU level meeting 

for LAGs may not be enough to offer an effective support to 

cooperation at European level.   

 As far as the development and implementation assistance for 

TNC projects is concerned, the support by national and re-

gional level networks was successfully provided and should 

continue to be offered in this form also in the 2014-2020 programming period.  

 

Additional information  

Frequently asked questions about cooperation: http://www.reseaurural.fr/files/

faq_maaf_cell_nationale_dec_2012_1.pdf (http://www.reseaurural.fr/territoires-leader/cooperation/faq) 

Regional rural networks:  http://www.reseaurural.fr/les-26-regions  

http://www.reseaurural.fr/files/faq_maaf_cell_nationale_dec_2012_1.pdf
http://www.reseaurural.fr/files/faq_maaf_cell_nationale_dec_2012_1.pdf
http://www.reseaurural.fr/territoires-leader/cooperation/faq
http://www.reseaurural.fr/les-26-regions

